oFinal Choughts...

“...pray continually...” 1 Thess 5:17

Chances are good that you may know
what is troubling her as she sits in the
stands, waits in the family room, or ar-
rives at the meeting. There are difficul-
ties in the life of baseball. There are hard
issues that some face all alone. If there is
one thing the Lord calls us to do continu-
ally, it is to pray. Pray when you think of
her.

“Above all, love each other deeply, be-
cause love covers over a multitude of
sins.” 1 Peter 4:8

Would people describe you as a lov-
ing person? It is easy to love some and
difficult to love others, but God calls us to
love each other. Not just a superficial,
surface love, but a deep, personal love.
From being kind, patient, and good, to
overlooking the faults or shortcomings of
others, love comes in many shapes and
sizes. To be deeply loved is a blessing
greater than anything. As our Father
loved us enough to send His Son to die on
a cross, we too must love others. “...Love
one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another” (John 13:34). Be
a blessing to others by showing love
through your actions.

Is it you?

You may be the one others need to
watch out for. This may be a time in your
life when you feel alone, you are hurting,
you need a friend. Please seek out some-
one and pray God will send you some
comfort through a Christian woman. I
pray that you feel God’s grace and mercy.
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Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
Jor they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of righteousness,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:7-10

DIGGING DEEPER:
Has there been a time in your life someone did

what Jesus would do?

Have you had a friend in baseball who has
cared for you or shown you love?

Have you cared for others?
Write down names of people who have influ-

enced your walk with the Lord, or encouraged
you to live a deeper Christian life.

SCRIPTURE TO SEARCH:
Titus 2:3-5

Philemon 4-7

Hebrews 12:1-3, 14-15; 13:1-2
James 1:19; 3:13, 17-18

1 Peter 3:15

2 Peter 1:5-11

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever. Hebrews 13:8
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For questions or more information
please contact Christi Eldred at:
baseballchapel.org
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_I Watch Out For Her
]

by, Christi Eldred

rest for the worn out. “Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.” (Matt 11:28). Do you offer rest to another
woman on your team when you can see she is

You could see her sitting there in the stands.
She was obvious. There was no one sitting
around her. She looked great, dressed nicely,
all put together - and yet there was something
out of place. Out of all of the people around
her, she was the only one who looked like she
wasn’t having any fun. Uncomfortable would
have described her. Restless almost. She ap-
peared to have it all, but if you looked closely,
it was as if she was about to cry. What could
be wrong?

We’ve all seen her. The wife in the stands
who isn’t talking to anyone, except when she
has to move to let someone by. “Excuse me,”
they say. “No problem,” she replies. People
overlook her. She’s in need of nothing, right?
Her husband is playing well. The kids are good
kids. Most of the time she is friendly.

There is something going on. Are we seeing
it? Are we seeing her? Do we notice when
women around us are hurting? Can you see it
in their eyes? Do we go the extra little bit to
ask them how they are doing? Are we con-
cerned? Are we remembering what those days
are like? The days when we feel all alone in a
crowd of thousands at a ball game.

Would Jesus find out why she’s quiet, sit-
ting all alone? Would He go to her and offer a
shoulder to cry on, a smile, or just some time?
What would Jesus do? What did Jesus do? He
always showed compassion. He always
showed love to others.

Lazarus...

Jesus and the disciples were having a very
busy day. While He was teaching, there came a
request. “Lord, the one you love is sick” (John
11:3). Two days passed and by the time Jesus
got to Judea, Lazarus was dead. Jesus went to
help, heal and love. The miracle is that Jesus

brought Lazarus back from the dead. There is an-
other lesson also: Jesus loves. Jesus loves and re-
members to go to those in need. He comforts the
others who love Lazarus. They watch Him take care
of their friend. Even when it looked like Jesus was-
n’t coming, He didn’t turn away when there was a
need. When we see others in need, what do we do?
Ignore them? Help them? Tell them we care?

There are people all around us who are hurting.
Our role as Christians is to be loving like Jesus and
offer to them some compassion and mercy in their
life that will encourage them. To see the love of Je-
sus in people offers hope. Watch out for her and
show her that you care through your actions.
Zaccheaus..

There was a tax collector who was very wealthy
and very disliked. His name was Zacchaeus and he
wanted to see Jesus. Jesus wanted to see Zaccheaus,
too. He wanted to spend time with a man to whom
others gave no time. “I must stay at your house to-
day,” He said to the little man in the tree, who was
straining to see Jesus (Luke 19:6). He spends time
with someone who is ignored by people, probably
treated indifferently, and maybe even despised.
Some women are like Zaccheaus, - they need some-
one to spend some time with them. Jesus was inter-
ested and cared. His love changed Zaccheaus’ life.

It is a challenge to act the way Jesus did with
Zaccheaus with some people in our lives, but it is
important that we show Jesus to them by our actions.
Watch out for her and see if she is needing to spend
some time with you.

The weary...

Women in baseball get tired. There are a lot of
things to do each day that revolve around a baseball
schedule for many of you. The travel, the job pres-
sures, the family issues that drain you of energy, and
the effort in trying to be a godly wife can all be mak-
ing you weary. The season is over halfway and yet
there are a lot of games to be played. Jesus provided

burdened or tired? Maybe you could hold the
baby while she watches a little of the game...
maybe you could be the gentleness in a tough day
by listening and encouraging...maybe she just
needs you to smile at her and offer a friendly
face...maybe she needs to be invited over to your
place to watch a movie or talk while the guys are
on the road...maybe there are things you see that
would give someone an opportunity to rest, just
like we do when we are with Jesus. Watch out
for her and help her to rest.
“Live in harmony with one another.”
Romans 12:16

It does not matter what someone wears, looks
like, what position their husband has on the team,
amount of money or time in the big leagues—the
bottom line is that we are women and we need the
same things. Love, understanding, friendship,
and many other meaningful universal needs. Paul
writes that we should live in harmony with each
other. Some wives’ sections are playing beautiful
music and others sound like a third grade band,
out of tune and failing to harmonize. Take a look
around and listen to whether or not there is har-
mony in your midst. If you don’t hear it, what
can you do to make it better? Watch for her and
see if she is included in the music.
“And let us consider how we may spur one an-
other on toward love and good deeds.”
Hebrews 10:24

There are days where we have a lot going on
and it is difficult to see the needs of others when
we have so many ourselves. [ am refreshed when
someone encourages me to be who God wants me
to be. Friendships are rare and take time to culti-
vate, but ones that cause you to be a better person
are worth the effort. God challenges us to be that
kind of a friend.
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