
Letter to the Romans 
Study 1: Good News Worth Sharing

The apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans is the only one of his letters that was 
written to a church that he did not plant and to a congregation that he did not 
teach. Therefore, the apostle’s letter is a Spirit-led synopsis of his gospel 
teaching that he would have spent a lengthy period of time declaring and 
delivering in other cities that he visited. This letter is a well-structured 
masterpiece of doctrine and theology that requires careful observation and 
thoughtful study. It is a spiritual gift intended to strengthen and encourage our 
faith that has led to a great harvest throughout Christian history.

The apostle begins his letter by referring to himself as a servant (or slave) of 
Christ Jesus who has been appointed by the Lord to go around announcing the 
good news of what God has done. The Greek word used for servant here refers 
to a person who has been purchased and who is now in the possession of his 
purchaser. Therefore, Paul understood his relationship with Jesus in its proper 
context. 

We have not been set free to live life on our own as we please but have been 
purchased by a new Master who paid dearly to have us.1

    See 1 Corinthians 6:19-201
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According to Paul, the good news for us is that God has done through Christ 
what he promised to do throughout Scripture. It is a promise made for all 
people and intended to lead us to an obedience to God that flows from faith in 
God — an obedience concerned about the name of Jesus Christ. The primary 
motivation for everything we do in life ought to be a love for God and a high 
concern for the reputation of his name. Even our desire to be obedient to the 
Great Commission or our desire to love sinners who are perishing should never 
be greater than our desire to passionately pursue the glory of God. 

The good news (gospel) that’s been promised through the prophets and the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament has now been fully revealed by God in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ. What had always been vaguely seen from a 
distance can now be clearly seen and properly understood. 

The gospel is not a new concept for man to embrace and follow; it is a 
declaration about God’s Son and an announcement of what God has 
accomplished in human history through him.

In the opening portion of this letter, Paul makes three strong statements about 
sharing this good news. He declares that he is:

1. under obligation to share this good news
2. eager to share this good news
3. and not ashamed to share this good news
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Paul felt obligated and was eager to preach this good news because he knew 
that it possessed the power to save people’s souls. He says that in this good 
news the righteousness of God is revealed. The word righteousness here is a 
positional word that means to have a right standing. It means that we owe God 
nothing and that there is nothing being held against us by God. 

The good news about Christ is a mystery that has now been revealed showing 
us how God provides us with a righteous standing before him even though we 
don’t have any capabilities for achieving a righteousness on our own. 

Therefore, the thesis statement of the entire letter can be found in v. 16-17:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.”

God offers us as sinners a right standing before him by offering us the righteous 
standing of Christ. Our responsibility is to fully and faithfully believe him and 
trust that what he has done is what we needed and all that was needed. 

The great Protestant Reformer, Martin Luther, referred to this as an “alien 
righteousness.” A righteous standing before God that comes from outside of 
ourselves and outside of anything we are capable of accomplishing on our own. 

Now, we know why the apostle Paul felt obligated, eager and unashamed to 
share this good news with the world around him. When it is rightly understood, 
we can all agree that this is good news certainly worth sharing.
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