
THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM 
MATTHEW 4:23-5:2 

The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’ most popular teaching from which many sermons have 
been preached and many books have been written,  and it is a portion of Scripture that 1

many of us consider familiar and something that we already understand fairly well. So that 
begs the question, why teach such a popular portion of Scripture instead of something else? 

The answer is fairly straightforward. As I have read through the history of the church and 
have observed great moments of reformation and revival that have taken place at various 
moments during that history, I have come to the conclusion that our current condition as the 
modern church in Western civilization is one plagued with powerlessness and superficiality.  

And if you believe that this diagnosis is too harsh, then we need only to consider the lack of 
substance and significance found in the term Christian within our society. To call yourself a 
Christian today can potentially mean so many things at once that it has almost come to 
mean nothing substantial at all. This has led many people within the church to even try and 
come up with new phrases and new terminology to describe themselves because they want 
to divorce themselves from the seeming weightlessness of the term Christian.  

So what’s happened to us? And what’s wrong with our Western brand of Christianity?      

While we could attempt to diagnose and treat various things that are contributing to the 
overall problem, one thing that we ought to heavily consider is the loss of our authenticity 
and identity as Christians. 

We've lost our authenticity because we're trying too hard to be like and liked by our culture. 
We seem to be trying to convince the culture around us that, “We’re really not that different 
from you, and we’re trendy too”. To put it more plainly, we seem to have bought into a brand 
of Christianity that pursues relevance to our culture more so than reverence for our Creator. 

   Sinclair Ferguson, The Sermon on the Mount: Kingdom Life in a Fallen World, (Banner of Truth: 1987), ix1
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One big reason that we have lost our identity is because we lack a firm understanding of 
who we actually are as Christians. Our generation of Christianity in the West still knows a lot 
of Christian things and the Christian language, but it has sadly forgotten the essence of what 
it means to be a Christian in the first place. And perhaps one of the most telling signs of our 
current level of superficiality is the increasing level of biblical illiteracy in the church today.  

The days of devoted catechizing and deep contemplation of the Scriptures have given way 
to what we might call a sort of “fortune-cookie-faith”. For many of us today, our reading and 
study of Scripture consists of quick daily devotions and various topical studies that feed our 
Western individualism and consumer-driven appetites. Instead of sitting down to feast upon 
the nourishing Bread of Life, we prefer a pre-packaged snack on-the-go with a brief word for 
the day. This attitude towards the Bible and this insufficient method of reading through the 
Scriptures inevitably runs the risk of producing uninformed and unstable Christians who can 
easily misunderstand the Bible and misrepresent Jesus himself.  

So what we can do to resist superficial Christianity and to rediscover real devotion to Christ?  

We need a fresh wind of authenticity and a firm grasp of our identity as Christians. It is my 
hope that a sincere and serious study of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount will lead us to repent 
of our current sinfulness (if needed) and move us towards a life of true righteousness that 
exceeds any and all forms of superficial Christianity. The Sermon on the Mount is the great 
summary of what a Christian should look like and how a Christian ought to live.       

The Sermon 

Now, before we get into the particulars of the actual teaching, we need to begin by asking, 
what is the main purpose of the Sermon on the Mount? In other words, why did Jesus say 
what he said, to who he said it and where he said it? 

Well, to put it as plainly as possible, the Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’ manifesto describing 
what he wanted his followers to look like and live like. It is “his public declaration of his 
policy in the kingdom of God.”   2

   Ferguson, x. 2
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The great Welsh preacher, Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, who wrote a fantastic commentary on the 
Sermon on the Mount, describes it in this way:  
   

“The Sermon on the Mount is nothing but a great and grand and perfect 
elaboration of what our Lord called his ‘new commandment’. His new 
commandment was that we love one another even as he has loved us. The Sermon 
on the Mount is nothing but a grand elaboration of that. If we are Christ’s, and our 
Lord has meant that word for us, that we should love one another even as he loved 
us, here we are shown how to do it.”  3

The Sermon on the Mount lays before us the pattern of authentic Christian character and 
behavior describing “what human life and human community look like when they come 
under the gracious rule of God.”  And so, if this is the intended purpose of Jesus’ message, 4

now we must consider who is the intended audience that this message is meant to teach?  

The Kingdom 

To understand the intended audience of Jesus’ message, we need to understand the main 
focus of his life and teaching. When you think of Jesus and his teaching and his way of life, 
you have to think about his announcement of the kingdom of God or you’re missing who he 
saw himself to be and what he saw himself accomplishing.  

Jesus mentions the kingdom of God over fifty times in the gospel of Matthew alone. 
Matthew and Mark sum up Jesus’ entire message in one sentence, “Repent for the kingdom 
of God has arrived.”  And in Luke’s gospel, Jesus says, “I must preach the good news of the 5

kingdom of God in other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.”  6

   D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, (Eerdmans: 1976), 113

   John Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount, (InterVarsity: 1978), 184

   Matthew 4:17  &  Mark 1:155

   Luke 4:436
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So what exactly is the kingdom of God? 

One of the first things that we need to understand about the kingdom of God is that it is not 
primarily a place. It is not a place where we go when we die or a place that is going to finally 
come to earth at the end of history or a place that we are supposed to set up here on earth. 
It is not primarily a place but rather a realm or the reality of living under the rule and reign of 
Jesus as the King.  

And so, to put that another way, entering into the kingdom of God is not about going 
somewhere, waiting on something or building something; it is about realizing something 
and reorganizing your entire life according to that something. It is about realizing that Jesus 
is the King over all of creation right now as we speak ruling on behalf of God and then 
reorganizing your entire life according to that reality. 

So what did it look like when Jesus inaugurated this kingdom? 

Jesus comes into this world, and he immediately begins to go around and announcing that 
the kingdom of God is now here and that God is restoring his rule and reign over the entire 
world. Jesus went around teaching and healing people demonstrating how to overcome evil 
and to truly live in a relationship of trusting obedience towards God. But this was a way of 
life and a kind of kingdom that was radically different than what everyone expected. 

So, with that being said, who exactly is the Sermon on the Mount intended to instruct?  

Well, I think the answer is made plain from the context of the message itself. In the previous 
paragraph leading up to the sermon, Matthew tells us that Jesus went around teaching and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom. As he went around teaching, his popularity began to 
spread and great crowds began to follow him. And then we are told that on account of these 
crowds, Jesus went up to sit down on the mountain and called his disciples to himself in 
order to teach them everything that follows in what we call the Sermon on the Mount.      
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And so, according to the context of the message itself, we can conclude that the Sermon on 
the Mount is a message intended for those who are already disciples and devoted followers 
of Jesus. Although the crowds of people still heard this teaching, Jesus positioned himself in 
such a way as to speak directly to those who already belonged to his movement. This is why 
Lloyd-Jones concludes that “it is wrong to ask anybody who is not first a Christian to try to 
live or practice the Sermon on the Mount.”   7

Jesus walked around proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and proclaimed his message 
that people needed to repent because the kingdom of God had arrived. And in his Sermon 
on the Mount, Jesus elaborated on what it actually meant and what it looked like to repent 
and belong to the kingdom of God.  

To put all this plainly, the Sermon on the Mount is a message instructing all Christians at all 
times on what it means and what it looks like to live the kingdom way of life. Jesus’ sermon is 
“a description of the lifestyle of those who belong to [the kingdom of God].”   8

Now, many of us have this tendency to only view our Christianity in light of being saved from 
something. Saved from our sins. Saved from God's judgement. Saved from God's wrath and 
from the horrors of hell. However, while all these things are true, Jesus' teaching went much 
further than what we are saved from. Jesus taught not simply on what we are saved from but 
what we are saved for. Jesus was clear on this; we have been saved for the kingdom of God. 

And so, maybe for our own purposes here, we need to reform the term Christian in order to 
restore its true definition pertaining to the kingdom and therefore recover our true identity 
in the process.   

For example, think about what it implies today if you identify oneself as an American. If you 
are an American, then by definition you are a citizen of the United States of America. There 
are specific requirements that have to be met in order to possess this American citizenship 
and identity. And as an American citizen, you also recognize and acknowledge that you are 
subject to the laws of the nation and the authorities that govern over you.  

   Lloyd-Jones, 177

   Ferguson, 38
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Now, take what we just described about the term American and apply it properly to the term 
Christian. If you are a Christian, then by definition you are a citizen of the kingdom of Christ. 
There is a specific requirement that has to be met in order to possess Christian citizenship 
and identity. That requirement is the righteousness from God given to us through our faith in 
the work of Christ who purchased our citizenship through his life, death and resurrection. 
And as a citizen of this kingdom, we should recognize and acknowledge that we are subject 
to the laws of the kingdom and the ultimate authority of Jesus over us as the King.  

We as Christ-ians are citizens of the kingdom of Christ, and the Sermon on the Mount 
instructs us on how we as Christians are to live out the kingdom way of life. And even though 
we may begrudgingly obey some of the laws of the United States, we ought to willingly and 
joyfully obey the laws of the kingdom because of who our King is and what he’s done for us. 

We as Christians are to participate in the kingdom of God. We are to enter into the kingdom 
of God and embrace the new way of life that it demands. This means that we must submit to 
Jesus as the King over this world and then reorganize our entire life around his teaching and 
his own way of life.  

If you want to follow this king and enter this kingdom, you have to turn away from and resist 
any kingdom that allows you to define good and evil for yourself, and you must obey Jesus 
and let him define good and evil for you. This means that you should expect this new way of 
life to collide with the ways of this world, and that you must persevere through the unique 
power of selfless service and sacrificial love taught and demonstrated by King Jesus. 

Now, with all that being said, we might ask one final question concerning this study that we 
are getting ready to begin. Some may still wonder, how necessary is it to study the Sermon 
on the Mount?  

If we are saved by grace alone through faith alone then how much does our understanding 
and application of the things that are taught in this sermon really matter in the overall grand 
scheme of things? What is the motivation and vision for this study? 
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The Mountain 

Why should we study the Sermon on the Mount? And why should we try to conform our lives 
to what it teaches? 

Well, I believe we can answer this question by first considering another question. How many 
people come to trust in Christ for their salvation and experience the joy of the rebirth into a 
new life but then after some period of time has passed they find themselves spiritually dry 
and wondering, “Now what?”  

Perhaps you know people like this or maybe you have experienced this yourself. How many 
personal stories have you heard where someone came to Christ for salvation but then later 
wanders off into a life of sowing some wild oats before retuning again to a life of serious 
devotion to Jesus as Lord?  

Again, stories like this are the kind of thing that can happen when we simply focus on what 
Christ has saved us from instead of also realizing what Christ has saved us for.  

This is what happened to ancient Israel in the Old Testament after their exodus out of Egypt. 
They trusted in God for their deliverance and salvation and experienced the incredible joy 
of walking through the Red Sea into a new life of freedom as God’s people, but then shortly 
after that, they found themselves in the middle of the desert confused and wondering, “Now 
what?” They soon fell into all sorts of sinfulness and idolatry because even though they knew 
what they had been saved from, they were still missing and misunderstanding what they had 
been saved for. 

That is why at Mount Sinai, God gave Israel specific laws or guidelines for how to live as a 
community of people that would represent him to the rest of the world. And that is why God 
appointed Moses as his special servant who served as their mediator and their leader and 
taught them all of the laws that God gave on how to live as that special community of God.     
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So, again, why should we study the Sermon on the Mount and try to conform our lives to 
what it teaches? Because the Sermon on the Mount reveals to us the kingdom way of life 
that we have been saved for. It teaches us how to live as the special community of God.   

This is where I believe the significance of the mountain helps us. In adding the detail that 
Jesus “went up on the mountain” , Matthew seems to draw the parallel between Moses who 9

mediated the Old Covenant to the twelve tribes of Israel and now Jesus who mediates the 
fulfillment of that covenant to the twelve disciples whom he had chosen.  

You see, just as God had delivered his people from their bondage in Egypt in order that they 
might be set apart from the rest of the world for God as his holy nation, so now in Christ God 
has once again delivered us as his people from our bondage to sin in order that we might 
be set apart from the rest of the world for God as his holy people. 

And this reality of being set apart as God’s holy people means that one of the worst things 
that we can ever hear as a Christian is that, “You don’t look any different than anybody else.”    

In much the same way that the Law at Mount Sinai was given as God’s description of what he 
wanted ancient Israel to look like and live like in the promised land, so too the Sermon on 
the Mount can be seen as Jesus' description of what he wants his kingdom people to look 
like and live like in the world today. And as we read what Jesus taught, it becomes incredibly 
clear that we are to be different, and we are to be distinct.  

God’s purpose throughout human history has been to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works.  And so, the Christian ought to be someone 10

who is entirely different and distinct from everyone else in this world, and the Sermon on the 
Mount provides us with the unexpected way of life that helps produce that distinction.    

The Sermon on the Mount teaches us what it means and what it looks like to live the 
kingdom way of life. It lays before us what human life and human community should look 
like when they are reorganized according to the reality that Jesus is King. 

   see Matthew 5:19

   see Titus 2:1410
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As we mentioned at the beginning of this study, our society desperately needs to see more 
authentic Christians among them. We spend so much of our time attempting to organize 
programs and conferences and Bible studies when really all we need to start doing is to start 
truly living the kingdom way of life.  

Imagine if we as Christians were all living in the way that is laid out for us in the Sermon on 
the Mount? The world would begin to see that there really is transformative power in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and many people would stop searching for meaning and purpose in 
so many other places.  

When our society begins to see us living out the kingdom way of life, they will feel 
convicted, drawn and attracted by what they see. History has proven over and over again 
that where Christians are passionately living in this way, real spiritual revival and reform 
begins to take place among that particular society and culture. 

The Sermon on the Mount is just as relevant for us today as it has been for every generation 
of Christians before us. And so, as we begin this study, may we listen to Jesus carefully and 
then seek to show the watching world around us what an authentic Christian truly looks like. 
Let’s study our King’s words and start living the kingdom way of life.   
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