
REVELATION 
Study 2: The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

We must not give in to the pressures or opposition of the world 
around us, but instead live with a calm confidence knowing that 
we belong to something greater that is conquering this world.   
The Book of Revelation describes the on-going conflict between 
the kingdom(s) of this world and the kingdom of God as it 
unfolds throughout the entire period between the resurrection 
and the return of Jesus Christ. 

John tells us that this revelation was given to him in order to 
bear witness of what God has done in Christ and how through 
the redemptive work of the Father, Son and Spirit, Christians 
have been given a new status as a kingdom and priests for God. 
And even though we will experience tribulation in this world, 
Christians are called to patiently endure it with confidence. We 
are called to follow the example of Christ and trust that He is the 
Ruler of kings on earth and the Ruler of the church. 
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We will examine this theme found in John’s introduction by 
breaking up this first chapter under the three specific headings 
— prologue, praise and prophecy.    

Prologue: The Kingdom  

(v. 1:1-3) 

We must not forget that a key to interpreting what we find in 
Revelation is understanding the way in which John is using the 
Old Testament (OT). In the first three verses of this book, John 
uses specific language that invokes similar language used by the 
OT prophet Daniel.  

John says that God has made it known to him the things that must 
soon take place. And so, even though in the OT, we read that God 
made known to Daniel what will be in the latter days , John seems 1

to be describing something that is beginning to happen in his 
lifetime rather than something that will only happen in the 
distant future. John seems to say that the latter days are here. 

     Daniel 2:28-30, 45-471
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Daniel had prophesied that God would one day set up an 
everlasting kingdom that would be given to the saints of the 
Most High. This kingdom of God would overcome all the other 
kingdoms of this world and would stand forever and never be 
destroyed.  John, in writing Revelation, identifies this latter-day 2

kingdom of God envisioned in Daniel as the very thing that has 
arrived in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  He even goes on 3

to describe Christ as the current ruler of kings on earth (v. 5), 
Christians as those who have already been made into a kingdom 
(v. 6) and himself as our brother and partner in this kingdom (v. 9).   

John is writing to bear witness to the church that the 
resurrection of Christ was in fact the inauguration of the 
kingdom of God prophesied in the OT. And so the immediate 
implication for all Christians is that we must read about, hear 
and obey Christ as Lord and King now.  

     See Daniel 2 & 72

     G.K. Beale, Revelation: A Shorter Commentary, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015), 383
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Praise: Father, Son and Spirit  

(v. 1:4-8) 

After introducing the book, John greets the seven churches in 
Asia. These seven churches are significant in that not only are 
they literal first-century churches, but they also function as 
representatives for all Christians at all times and places 
throughout history.  While greeting these churches, John begins 4

to break out in a poetic pronouncement of praise to God for 
who He is, what He has done and how it has impacted us as His 
people. Through the work of Christ, God has made us into a 
special people (a kingdom) for His glory.   

John praises God the Father as the sovereign Lord of history by 
describing Him with OT language as the one who is and who was 
and who is to come.  He then praises the Holy Spirit as the one 5

who works to build the church by describing Him as the seven 
spirits who are before the throne. Although this may seem 
confusing, this is a common allusion in Revelation and a very 
specific OT reference.  

     The number seven found throughout this first chapter and the rest of the book is a number that throughout Scripture 4
signifies completion or fullness.

     Exodus 3:145
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The prophet Zechariah prophesied about seven lamps identified 
as the one Spirit of God whose role it was to bring God’s grace 
and to help God’s people rebuild God’s temple.  Therefore, John 6

here praises the fullness of the Holy Spirit who by God’s grace 
does God’s work to empower God’s new people to become 
God’s new temple in which God now dwells.   7

Then John proceeds with praise to Jesus Christ who is the 
highlight of God’s redemptive work and the hope of Christian 
faith. John describes Jesus with OT language  identifying Him as 8

the promised Savior-King who would reign over His enemies 
and establish His eternal throne. He is the one who has come 
and has been given all authority over the nations ever since His 
ascension to the right hand of the Father. And through His rule, 
many people from all tribes of the earth will mourn their sin and 
repent on account of Him. 

     Zechariah 4:2-96

     Beale, 407

      See Psalm 89:27, 37;  Daniel 7:13;  Zechariah 12:108
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Prophecy: The King  

(v. 1:9-20) 

Now, after introducing the book, greeting the churches and 
praising the fullness of God and His redemptive work, John 
begins to take up his commissioning as a prophet to the New 
Testament (NT) people of God.  

In our introduction, we described that prophecy is the ‘speaking 
forth’ of a direct message from God given to a prophet of God 
for the people of God. In other words, a prophet is someone 
who supernaturally proclaims what God has said, what God is 
doing and what God’s people should do in response.  

For example, God commissioned men like Isaiah and Jeremiah 
to supernaturally speak on His behalf to let His people know 
what He planned to do with them at that very moment and 
what He would do for them in the future. And even though 
these prophecies contained predictive aspects, they always had 
immediate implications for the generation being addressed. 
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So, that being said, as someone described as being in the Spirit, 
hearing a loud voice like a trumpet and then told to write down 
what he sees, John is associated with all the OT prophets before 
him and is called to bring a direct message from God for the NT 
people of God.  He is commissioned by God to ‘speak forth’ 9

what God has said, what God is doing and what God’s people 
should do in response.  

Therefore, John is not writing what he sees to merely predict the 
future for some future generation of God’s people, but instead 
he is writing what he sees in order to exhort all of God’s people 
to respond immediately to the truth of God being proclaimed.   

John begins his prophetic role by first referring to himself as our 
“brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the 
patient endurance that are in Jesus.” This tribulation, kingdom 
and patient endurance that make up what becomes a major 
theme throughout the entire book of Revelation.  

We must come to the understanding that the kingdom of God 
conquers the world by patiently enduring tribulation.        

     See Ezekiel 2:2, 3:12,14,24, 11:1, 43:5;  Exodus 19:16-20;  Exodus 17:14; Isaiah 30:8; Jeremiah 36:29
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The kingdom of God turns everything that we understand about 
the word ‘kingdom’ upside-down. It has come in a completely 
unexpected way. Its King obtained His crown not by conquering 
with a sword but by dying on a cross. And so, Christians reign 
with Christ in this world not by conquering with force but by not 
compromising their faithfulness. Christians conquer by patiently 
enduring trails, temptation and tribulation like their King.  

Imagine being a first century Christian suffering horrific 
persecution under the Roman emperor and empire? Would you 
not begin to wonder if Christ has forgotten you or if everything 
you’ve believed about Him is false? How could Christ be reigning 
over the world when the world seems to be winning? 

And that’s where this extremely encouraging message of 
Revelation comes in. Christ is in fact reigning over everything 
that is happening. There He is in all His glory standing in the 
midst of the seven lamp stands representing the church.  

We need to be encouraged and realize that His kingdom is 
conquering in a completely different manner than the normal 
kingdoms of this world. It is the mysterious and unanticipated 
fulfillment of the kingdom of God that Daniel predicted, but it 
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goes hand in hand with the mysterious good news revealed in 
the Savior-King who lived, died and is alive again forevermore.   10

Throughout Revelation, John is not just predicting what Christ’s 
return will do; he is proclaiming the truth about what His 
resurrection has already done. 

Jesus has made us a kingdom and priests to his God and Father 
(v. 6). This is what OT Israel was supposed to be but never 
became.  But Christ has now come and is the firstborn of a new 11

kind of man and a new creation. Now, we are the true people of 
God freed from our bondage by the blood of the Lamb (v. 5). 
And so in the midst of trials, temptation and tribulation, we 
must refuse to compromise and endure it patiently like our King.

     See Matthew 13:11; Romans 11:25; 1 Corinthians 2:7; Ephesians 3:3-610

     See Exodus 19:611
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