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And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:  
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed 
are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when 
others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.” 
(Matthew 5:2-12)  

Now, we enter into the particulars concerning our Lord’s message 
on the Kingdom way of life. And we do so understanding that our 
main outlook and ambition in life should be to live differently for 
a different world.  
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In our last study, we captured a bird’s eye view of what it means to 
be blessed and what kind of character is expected for those 
intended to inherit the promises of our Lord’s ultimate blessing. 
We ended that study with two very probing questions that must 
be considered and settled; Do you belong to the Kingdom? And 
are you ruled by Christ as your Lord and King? 

Now, as we enter into the Sermon on the Mount, we are 
immediately confronted with the spiritual litmus test that reveals 
the truth about our Christian status and condition. Here before 
us, we are given our Lord’s general description of authentic 
Christian character which is therefore also the identifying marks 
of a true citizen of His Kingdom. Jesus begins His sermon with 
what a Christian is before He lays anything before us concerning 
what a Christian ought to do. As Lloyd-Jones writes: 

“The Christian gospel places all its primary emphasis upon 
being, rather than doing. The gospel puts a greater weight 
upon our attitude than upon our actions… A Christian is 
something before he does anything; and we have to be 
Christian before we can act as Christians… Being is more 
important than doing, attitude is more significant than 
actions… We are Christians and our actions are the 
outcome of that.”  1

   D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, (Eerdmans: 1976), 811
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Now, as we examine these character traits given in Jesus’ 
introduction, we must first begin by recognizing that this list is 
ordered with specificity and “a spiritual logical sequence.”  First, 2

we are confronted with what we are before God (poor in spirit), 
and then we move into what this does to us (mourn and meek), 
where it leads us (hunger and thirst for righteousness), what we 
then become (merciful, pure in heart and peacemakers) and what 
we should expect because of it (persecution).  

The first three (poor in spirit, mourning and meekness) 
emphasize a deep awareness of our great need. Then we are given 
the great statement concerning the only thing that satisfies this 
need (a real hunger and thirst for righteousness). Then we see 
the results of this satisfaction in our lives (we become merciful, 
pure in heart and peacemakers). And finally, we are presented 
with the inevitable outcome of all this (we will be persecuted). As 
Lloyd-Jones put it, “In the first three we are going up one side of 
the mountain, as it were. We reach the summit in the fourth, and 
then we come down on the other side.”   3

And so here in this general description of what an authentic 
Christian is, we see that a Christian man is not similar to other 
men with just a slightly different morality and worldview. The 
authentic Christian and true citizen of the Kingdom of 
Heaven is essential a different kind of man and entirely 
distinct in his nature than the average man of this world.    

   Ibid., 332

    Lloyd-Jones, 913
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Although each one of these characteristics ought to be carefully 
examined and contemplated with our highest regard, for our 
specific purposes and intent with this study of the Sermon on the 
Mount we will do our best to study them collectively with a brief 
explanation of each and with emphasis on their overall 
importance as a whole.  

What We Are Before God 

Our Lord begins by declaring, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (v. 3). This is the fundamental 
characteristic of a Christian and the fountain from which all the 
other characteristics listed after it flow. There is no entering into 
the Kingdom of God without it. “No one can be a Christian 
without this spirit.”  4

To be poor in spirit as Jesus uses the phrase here means to 
recognize your own spiritual bankruptcy. It means acknowledging 
the truth that you have nothing to offer God for your own 
salvation. It is the “deepest form of repentance” which leads you 
to desperately cry out to our Lord for mercy and to completely 
depend on His terms for your salvation.  And this is exactly why 5

Jesus lists it first.   

    Sinclair Ferguson, The Sermon on the Mount: Kingdom Life in a Fallen World, (Banner of Truth: 1987), 164

    D.A. Carson, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and His Confrontation with the World, (Baker: 1987), 185
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You see, we might be tempted (as many are) to read and study the 
Sermon on the Mount in order to then try our best to carry out 
everything that it commands. However, before we can even get 
started with trying hard to obey it, we are confronted with our 
Lord immediately declaring, “Blessed are those who acknowledge 
they can’t.” Therefore, the first step in our effort to follow 
Jesus and live the Kingdom way of life is to admit that 
without His help, we have no hope of actually pulling 
this off. 

Our culture today is constantly praising and promoting self-
determination, self-esteem, self-confidence, self-reliance, self-
assurance, self-promotion, self-help and self-expression. We are 
told that we can be anything we want to be if we would just put 
our minds to it. We are told to believe in ourselves and to express 
ourselves and to discover the hidden potential that we all have 
within ourselves. However, here in the first breath of our Lord’s 
teaching, we are confronted with the absolute opposite idea.          

While our culture preaches to believe in yourself and express 
yourself, our Lord preaches to die to yourself and acknowledge 
what you lack in yourself. Therefore, the Christian man avoids the 
delusion of our day and accepts the truth about his own depravity. 
And in being this way, he acknowledges the truth that those who 
wish to inherit everything our Lord has promised must first 
consider their inherent nothingness in our Lord’s presence.  6

    Lloyd-Jones, 426
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What This Does To Us 

After we’ve become convicted of our own spiritual bankruptcy 
before God, it will then lead us into feeling sorrow over our own 
sinfulness, and it will begin to bring all selfish-pursuits into 
submission and under control.   

Our Lord goes on to declare, “Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted” (v. 4). Mourning is the emotional 
counterpart to being poor in spirit.  To mourn as Jesus uses the 7

term here implies a personal grief over personal sin and a deep 
sorrow over the sinful state of the world.  

It is what leads us to cry out, “Wretched man that I am! Who will 
deliver me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:24) 

Our culture today is constantly telling us to pursue pleasure, 
happiness and a good time. You only live once so live it up while 
you can. The world is doing everything it can to avoid all sorrow 
and any seriousness about life. Eat, drink and enjoy what this 
world has to offer because tomorrow we die.  

Does personal enjoyment define our goals in this life? Are we 
spending more time on entertaining ourselves instead of 
examining ourselves? 

   Carson, 197
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While the majority of the world seeks to be constantly 
entertained, the Christian man is a man who remains constantly 
aware of reality. He sees the world differently. He is a serious and 
sober-minded man that thinks deeply about life, the state of the 
world and the seriousness of sin. And in being this way, he 
continually drives himself away from superficial happiness and 
right into the source of supernatural comfort which is found in the 
hope of our Lord’s return and the consummation of His Kingdom 
on a New Earth where we will dwell in righteousness and glory.  

This kind of sorrow and seriousness concerning sin leads us 
toward bringing all selfish-pursuits into submission and under 
control. 

Our Lord declares, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth” (v. 5). So what does it mean to be meek? To put it 
negatively, it is the controlled restraint of selfish desires or 
ambitions. To put it positively, it is utter submission to God’s 
desire for your life.  

Contrary to many misunderstanding and misinterpretations of 
this term, meekness is not passivity or weakness. In fact, it takes a 
man of incredible strength to be meek at all. It is one thing for a 
man to be honest about himself and willing to admit his own 
deficiencies before God, but it takes an even stronger man to allow 
others to say these things about him without feeling the need to 
fight back in defense of his own pride and dignity.      8

   Lloyd-Jones, 658
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While the majority of the world seeks to conquer the world 
through great strength, power, ability, self-determination and 
self-promotion, the Christian man is a man so surrendered to the 
sovereignty of God that he sees the utter vanity in all self-seeking 
ventures. Therefore, he is not over sensitive to personal attacks, 
he is never feeling sorry for himself and he sees little need to 
defend or justify himself. Instead, he is patient, persevering, 
teachable and completely self-controlled. And in being this way, 
he leaves himself entirely to the mercy and will of God with a calm 
confidence in his heart, mind and spirit knowing that in Christ, he 
has already conquered the world and is already awaiting his 
crowning in the next.    

And so for the Christian man who is poor in spirit, mournful and 
meek, he is completely over himself and left looking for something 
outside of himself that will give him meaning, purpose and 
ultimate satisfaction. 

Where It Leads Us 

Now, so far, we’ve been looking within ourselves and at ourselves 
and we’ve come to realize our utter deficiency and depravity 
which has now left us longing for an answer to our desperate 
neediness. It is at this point that we’ve completely emptied 
ourselves of any hope whatsoever in ourselves, and now we are 
starving to be filled with something else more satisfying. 

!8



Study 3

So now, we’ve reached the summit of what it means to be a 
Christian and citizen of the Kingdom. Jesus declares, “Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied” (v. 6). What does it mean to hunger and thirst for 
righteousness?  

Well, to put it negatively, it is a conscious and continual desire to 
be delivered from "the power and pollution of sin" that separates 
us from fellowship with God.  To put it positively, it is a conscious 9

and continual desire for a right relationship with God and the 
right kind of life before Him.    

This is so essential to being a Christian that Dr. Martyn Lloyd-
Jones says: 

I do now know of a better test that anyone can apply to 
himself or herself in this whole matter of the Christian 
profession than a verse like this. If this verse is to you one 
of the most blessed statements of the whole of Scripture, 
you can be quite certain you are a Christian; if it is not, 
then you had better examine the foundations again.  10

Can you truly and with complete honesty say that you desire to 
know God, to be like our Lord Jesus Christ, to be completely over 
yourself and to be done with all things pertaining to yourself and 

   Lloyd-Jones, 699

  D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, 2 Volumes (Eerdmans: 1959-60), 1:7410
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to live only and entirely for His glory and the expanse of His glory 
above everything else in life? It’s not enough to say that you are 
not like this and to simply wish that you were.  

To hunger and thirst for righteousness is the lifeblood of 
what it means to be a Christian and the summum bonum 
of life in the Kingdom of God. Look at the disciples, look at 
the apostle Paul and look at the great men of God throughout 
church history and in every single one of them you will clearly see 
this hunger and thirst that clearly defined who they were and 
constantly drove all that they did. It sums up what a Christian 
truly is.     

While the majority of the world is constantly seeking satisfaction 
in the things of this life, the Christian man has discovered that 
ultimate satisfaction is actually found in seeking something else 
entirely. Satisfaction is not found by seeking satisfaction; True 
satisfaction is found in seeking righteousness.  

Therefore, the authentic Christian man desperately longs to be 
relieved of his problem with sin to the point that it pains him and 
causes him discomfort. He longs to be everything God wants him 
to be and to actually be like our Lord Jesus Christ and to be like 
the kind of man described here in the Beatitudes. And in being 
this way, he discovers his ultimate meaning and purpose and 
reason for living. He finds satisfaction and the end of his search in 
this life as he is filled by God with the righteousness that only God 
can give him. Being declared righteous, he is now made righteous 
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and lives out this righteousness in a way that leaves him longing 
for more. Therefore, he has become a new man entirely with a 
new motivation for living.   

What We Become 

Now, once we’ve come to the end of ourselves and begin looking 
outside of ourselves and solely upon the grace and mercy of God 
for satisfaction, we then begin to see the world around us and 
those within this world with a new set of eyes and a new 
perspective on humanity.   

Jesus goes on to say, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy” (v. 7). Those who have come to realize their own 
desperate need for God’s mercy become highly aware and heavily 
concerned about the need of others for mercy as well. Mercy can 
be defined here as the concern for the misery of others and a 
sincere desire to relieve it.  

As we look around and see the moral corruption of our society and 
encounter those within our culture who push their immorality 
upon others, are we quick to get angry? Or do we choose to 
remain indifferent and like the priest and Levite just walk on the 
other side of the proverbial road? Or like the good Samaritan are 
we full of sorrow and a sincere desire to help? 
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While the majority of the world views mercy as putting on a smile 
and letting others do what they want and be whatever they want, 
the Christian man views mercy as seeing the miserable 
consequences of sin’s power over people in this world and seeking 
to relieve these people from suffering these consequences. The 
Christian man sees them as they are - victims of the curse and 
prisoners to sin. He has great sorrow for the state of all people in 
their bondage to sin and loves them with the highest form of love 
that seeks to relieve them of this misery. It’s what leads a man like 
Stephen who prays for his persecutors in the midst of being 
stoned, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” (Acts 7:60). And 
in being this way, we will no longer see people simply in light of 
their behavior but rather see people as they are and through the 
compassionate lens of God’s incredible mercy towards us.  

Now, as we continue with the characteristics of what we become, 
we might notice another logical connection with the sequence of 
these beatitudes. There seems to be a correlation with the three 
beatitudes (v. 3-5) that come before the central statement of our 
hunger and thirst for righteousness (v. 6) with the three 
beatitudes that come after this statement (v. 7-9). As we have just 
proven, those who are poor in spirit will inevitably become those 
who are merciful. And as we will go on to see, those who mourn 
over their sin will find themselves becoming pure in heart, and 
those who are meek are the only ones capable of becoming true 
peacemakers in this world.   
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So, with that in mind, Jesus continues, “Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God” (v. 8). What does it mean to be pure 
in heart?  

To be pure in heart means that you are unwavering in your 
allegiance to Christ. Lloyd-Jones describes it as having “an 
undivided love which regards God as our highest good, and which 
is concerned only about loving God.”  And this flows from first 11

mourning over the impurity of our heart. 

Man has long theorized that the root of his problems is the 
environment that surrounds him. Improve what surrounds a man, 
and you improve the man. However, history continuously proves 
that what flows out of the man himself is actually what corrupts 
him and everything surrounding him.   

While the majority of the world seeks to cure the troubles of 
humanity by changing his environment, the Christian man knows 
that all his troubles flow out of the corruption of his own heart, 
mind and soul. He cries out in prayer, “Create in me a pure heart; 
and renew a right spirit within me.” He recognizes that his entire 
being is impure and desires to be made like Christ Himself. And in 
being this way, he begins to see God in a sense that others cannot 
and thus prepares himself for what he will one day finally be.     

    D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, (Eerdmans: 1976), 9511
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And then Jesus continues, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called sons of God” (v. 9). Those who are so surrendered 
to the sovereignty of God that they see the utter vanity in all self-
seeking ambitions are those who will then find themselves more 
concerned about reconciling the world back to God and the 
intended order of all of creation.     

To put it negatively, to be a peacemaker means to avoid forcefully 
fighting for your own personal rights, agendas or interests. To put 
it positively, it means to desire peace with God and with others for 
yourself and for others and to actively produce atmospheres that 
maintain this peace. 

To be a peacemaker does not mean to be a pushover who passively 
avoids confrontations and does anything to avoid trouble and 
offending anyone. Instead, it is engaging your environment to 
actively seek resolve, reconciliation, and restoration. It means we 
are to listen, learn, view each situation in light of the gospel and 
then go out of our way to restore order and spread peace 
everywhere we go. It means that we are willing to do 
whatever is necessary to reflect the image of God and to 
leave our own circles of influence as little pocket 
manifestations of that image as well.  

While the majority of the world fights for self-protection and self-
promotion, the Christian man is focused on selfless-peacemaking. 
He is always viewing everything in terms of something other than 
and greater than himself. Namely, he seeks peace for the glory of 
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God and the manifestation of that glory among mankind. He is no 
longer concerned about himself but is now only concerned about 
promoting the glory of God among his own circle of influence no 
matter what it may end up costing him. And in being this way, he 
represents our Father in heaven and the family name of Christ by 
becoming like the God of Peace and the Prince of Peace who has 
granted us peace with Himself (Romans 5:1) and peace with one 
another (Ephesians 2:11-22).    

So, as we’ve looked at what we are before God, what it does to us, 
where it leads us and what we end up becoming, we begin to see 
very plainly how the authentic Christian and true citizen of the 
Kingdom of Heaven is essential a different kind of man and 
entirely distinct in his nature than the average man of this world.  

There’s a significant depth of being and nature in the authentic 
Christian man that almost makes the average man seem 
incomplete. While the average man spends his life looking for 
meaning and purpose in various things and places, the Christian 
man is a man who has ended that search and stands out because 
of it. He’s not searching like everyone else. He’s noticeably more 
satisfied than everyone else. He is more secure in his identity and 
seems more sure of what’s going on around him.  

So what should we expect as a Christian living in this world? If the 
Kingdom of Heaven is not of this world then what’s this world 
going to think of authentic Christian citizens of that Kingdom? 
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Jesus is pretty clear at the end of this passage; As His people, we 
should expect some conflict. 

Ridicule and rejection should be a very real experience for the true 
citizen of the Kingdom. And this really shouldn’t surprise us too 
much. Think about it, as a Christian we’re associating ourselves 
with a very controversial Lord and acclimating ourselves to a very 
convicting lifestyle. We associate ourselves with a God that claims 
He is the Almighty Authority over the entire universe and that the 
only way we can experience eternal life in heaven is by submitting 
to who He is and what He has done for us. That’s going to rub 
some people the wrong way.  

In being authentic Christians, the Holy Spirit transforms us from 
the inside-out and acclimates us to begin living a life like Christ 
lived and taught. This type of lifestyle is going to make people feel 
uncomfortable and make people often feel a sense of guilt for the 
way that they're living. That’s not going to sit well with some 
people.  

Have you ever been falsely accused of judging someone when you 
know for a fact that you weren’t judging them at all? You ever feel 
like people around you were watching every move you make just 
waiting for you to mess up so they can make fun of you or label 
you as a hypocrite? You ever have anyone accuse you of being soft 
because you’re a Christian?  
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Ridicule and rejection come with the territory, but Jesus says 
you’re in good company because many have been persecuted 
before you (v. 12). Expect conflict and embrace the false criticism. 
It’s going to happen. You just keep loving people the way Jesus 
has loved you and find peace in the fact that Jesus says its all 
going to work out for your good in the end. And we need to hear 
this as well; If your allegiance to our Lord doesn’t make anyone 
around you uncomfortable or uneasy, you need to question that. 
Lloyd-Jones writes, 

“And if you and I are not, in this primary sense, problems 
and enigmas to the non-Christian around us, then this tells 
us a great deal about our profession of the Christian 
faith.”  12

What We Should Expect 

So, as those who are different and distinct from the norm, Jesus 
warns us plainly concerning what we should expect because of it. 
He say, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (v. 10). True loyalty to 
Jesus as Lord and King will create tension in the hearts of others. 
True integrity in the way that we live will challenge (and often 
convict) those around us. We might notice that the employee who 
works hard and does his job with an incredibly high level of 
integrity frustrates the other employees around him.   

 Lloyd-Jones, 5212
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However, to make sure we’re clear on what our Lord means here, 
we must emphasize the clear reason given for this persecution. 
Jesus emphasizes that the persecution He is referring to here is 
that which occurs on account of Him and for righteousness’ sake 
(v. 10-11). Jesus is not describing those who are persecuted for 
being confrontational or for being controversial or those who are 
persecuted for a cause, protest or for some political position or 
worldview. To be persecuted for righteousness’ sake 
means simply to be persecuted for being like our Lord 
Jesus Christ (John 1:18-20).   

While the majority of the world praises nice people who are 
popular and never really offend anyone, the Christian man is 
persecuted because his righteousness and purity makes him stand 
out as something entirely different and strangely offensive. His 
righteousness is hated because even without saying a word his 
righteousness makes men’s general goodness seem common, 
ordinary and cheap.Therefore, the authentic Christian man finds 
himself rarely praised and often persecuted. However, in being 
this way, he is able to rejoice because in a sense, the world’s 
disapproval of him confirms his Christlikeness and provides proof 
of his citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven. Like the first 
disciples, we can rejoice that we are counted worthy to suffer 
dishonor for the name of Christ (Acts 5:41). 

Do you know what it is like to be persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake? Are you suffering any persecution? Are you trying to 
disguise your Christianity for the sake of popularity?  
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Do you not realize that a Christianity you can put on and put off as 
you please is not an authentic Christianity at all? And even more 
alarming, are you someone who is guilty of persecuting those who 
are authentic Christians?  

It’s worth noting that often the worst persecution of the righteous 
comes at the hands of the religious people among the church 
itself. Are you guilty of criticizing and mocking those within the 
church that you label as too weird, too radical and too over-the-
top in their seriousness about the things of God? 

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12). And whoever says that he belongs to 
Jesus ought to walk in the same way in which Jesus walked (1 
John 2:6). The Beatitudes show us very definitively what a 
Christian truly is. A Christ-ian is someone who is like our Lord 
Jesus Christ and who is increasingly becoming more and more 
like Him to the point of being rejected and suffering like Him.  

True citizens of the Kingdom are those who look like and 
live like our King.  

He is the firstborn of all creation and all things were created 
through Him and for Him. He is the Head of the body, High Priest 
of the church and the King of the Christians.  
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Though He was rich, He became poor in spirit deciding that He 
would live as a man though He was still God. He willingly put 
Himself in a position where He was entirely dependent upon the 
Father. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. He 
mourned the sinfulness of man and wept over the state of the 
world. And yet, He committed no sin and no deceit was found in 
Him. He was perfect, spotless, blameless and pure in heart. He 
did not hunger and thirst for bread alone but for every word that 
comes from the Father. It was His constant desire and focus to 
please the Father and to seek reconciliation and restoration for 
the world. In His mercy, He was willing to come and save us from 
our misery and the miserable consequences of our sin. He is the 
Prince of Peacemaking who did not consider His own protection 
and comfort but came and actively died for us in order to grant us 
peace with God and peace among one another. He was rejected 
and suffered the ultimate persecution because His righteousness 
made Him so different and distinct that self-righteousness men 
and self-driven men had to get rid of Him. In His meekness, He 
stayed on that cross when He didn’t have to and for the joy set 
before Him, endured the shame while mercifully praying for God 
to forgive His persecutors because they were victims of the curse 
and prisoners to sin.  

This is the kind of King we serve, and this is the kind of character 
He supernaturally creates in those who are truly His servants.  
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The natural man has no hope whatsoever of being like the 
Christian man. There is no hope of conforming yourself into being 
a Christian; there is only hope in the power of God to transform 
you into being one. That is why Scripture constantly speaks of 
rebirth and being born again and becoming a new creation with a 
new nature. We will never be like Christ unless we are entirely 
regenerated, reborn and remade through the work and power of 
the Holy Spirit. Have you sincerely begged our Lord for this 
salvation and complete transformation?  

The Beatitudes is not a list of some ideal character that can be 
praised but never truly possessed. This is a list literally describing 
who we are to be as Christians. The only question remaining is, 
Are you? 

The question is not have you prayed a prayer, joined a church, 
become a missionary, support missionaries, fed the homeless or 
freed the captives. The question is not what you have done, what 
you are doing or what you plan to do. The question is simply, Are 
you poor in spirit? Do you mourn over your sin? Are you meek? 
Do you hunger and thirst for righteousness? Are you merciful? 
Are you pure in heart? Are you a peacemaker? Do you know what 
it is like to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake? And are you 
able to rejoice when you are? 

We must start here, stop here and go no further until we’ve settled 
it. Are we truly citizens of the Kingdom of heaven?  
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If the Beatitudes don’t describe you then the rest of the sermon 
doesn’t apply to you. If this is not a description of you or of what 
you feel yourself becoming or of what you desire to be then there 
is no use trying to practice the rest of the things laid out in this 
sermon.  

The Sermon on the Mount is a message on the Kingdom way of 
life, but if we discover right here at the very beginning that the 
Beatitudes don’t describe our character, then we must 
immediately reconsider whether we are actually a citizen of that 
Kingdom at all. Many spend their lives as sightseers of the 
Kingdom. Many are mere onlookers to true Christianity. Many are 
among the crowds and spectators cheering on Christ but never 
truly changed by Him. Assuming they are blessed, they will be 
alarmed on that Day our Lord pronounces them cursed and then 
they will discover that the Kingdom of Heaven was not theirs after 
all.  

That is why our Lord starts here. What you’re supposed to be 
doing won’t matter if you’re not first what you’re 
supposed to be. 

Only those who are different and distinct and noticeably 
becoming the type of man described here in the Beatitudes are 
those who can rest assured that they are blessed by our great God 
and have received the ultimate blessing of belonging to His 
Kingdom here and now and into eternity. 
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