
Walking in the Light of God’s Love 
Study 3: God’s Love

Read 1 John 3

See how very much our heavenly Father loves us, for he allows us to be called his 
children, and we really are! But the people who belong to this world don’t know God, so 

they don’t understand that we are his children. (1 John 3:1)

“What is it that makes us slow to believe the love of God? Sometimes it is pride, 
which demands to prove itself worthy of the love of God before it will receive it. 
Sometimes it is unbelief, which cannot trust the love of God when it sees the 
hurt and pain of life. And sometimes it just takes time for a person to come to a 
fuller understanding of the greatness of God's love.”1

✴ Discussion Question #1: What’s the difference between unconditional love 
verses conditional love? As a child, were you loved more unconditionally or 
conditionally? Do you struggle at times to believe that you are in fact 
unconditionally loved by God?

David Guzik explains that the word ‘See’ or ‘Behold’ means that God wants to 
see this, and He’s not ashamed to show it off. Charles Spurgeon writes, "'There,' 
he says, 'you poor people that love me, you sick people, you unknown, obscure 
people, without any talent, I have published it before heaven and earth, and 
made the angels know it, that you are my children, and I am not ashamed of 
you. I glory in the fact that I have taken you for my sons and daughters.'"

 Quote from David Guzik1

AZ SPRING TRAINING STUDY 2015 !1



Everyone who sins is breaking God’s law, for all sin is contrary to the law of God. And 
you know that Jesus came to take away our sins, and there is no sin in him. Anyone who 

continues to live in him will not sin. But anyone who keeps on sinning does not know 
him or understand who he is. (1 John 3:4-6)

If you are like me, then these three verses are a bit troubling to process because I 
still mess up. Does this mean I don’t understand who Jesus is? Well it depends.  
Sin is like a fire that never gets quenched. It will take us places that we 
would’ve never imagined going, and so if I am being led by sin, then I can’t 
help but turn from the Lord. 

The sin in reference to the passage above has to do with habitual sin. Do I plot 
and scheme to get what I want when I want? Do I consistently make decisions 
without the Lord’s involvement? Are my motives pure and God honoring? Am I 
more interested in my career, my legacy or my kingdom over the Kingdom of 
Heaven? These are tough questions, but they need to be addressed.

Part of our struggle is that we look to add Jesus to our lives instead of making 
Him central in our souls. So if He can improve our current situation, then we’ll 
cry out to Him, but if not, then we’ll just continue to do our own thing.

We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give 
up our lives for our brothers and sisters. If someone has enough money to live well and 

sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that 
person? Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth 

by our actions. Our actions will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be 
confident when we stand before God. Even if we feel guilty, God is greater than our 

feelings, and he knows everything. (1 John 3:16-20)
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"Here is a test of this love; if we do not divide our bread with the hungry, we 
certainly would not lay down our life for him. Whatever love we may pretend 
to mankind, if we are not charitable and benevolent, we give the lie to our 
profession."2

✴ Discussion Question #2: How do I go about loving the unloveable? And 
should I give money to everyone who asks? What do I do with the homeless?  

"It is easier to be enthusiastic about Humanity with a capital 'H' than it is to love 
individual men and women, especially those who are uninteresting, 
exasperating, depraved, or otherwise unattractive. Loving everybody in general 
may be an excuse for loving nobody in particular."3

Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can come to God with bold confidence. And we 
will receive from him whatever we ask because we obey him and do the things that please 

him. And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us. Those who obey God’s 

commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he with them. And we know he lives 
in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us. (1 John 3:21-24)

“Condemnation can well up inside us that has nothing to do with our standing 
before God. It may be the work of the enemy of our souls (who, according to 
Revelation 12:10 accuses the brethren), or the work of an over-active conscience. 
At those times, we trust in what God's Word says about our standing, not how 
we feel about it.”4

 Quote from Adam Clarke2

 Quote from C.S. Lewis3

 Quote from David Guzik4
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