
REVELATION 
Study 4: Worthy is the Lamb 

Sometimes the strength we need to endure suffering and doubt 
is found in being reminded of the greatness of God as Creator 
and the good news of Christ as the Redeemer of creation. 

After the initial vision and the writing of the letters to the seven 
churches, John is now given another vision. Chapters four and 
five of Revelation depict a vision of a throne in the heavenly 
temple of God. This vision is actually the heart of Revelation. It 
helps build upon the image just mentioned in v. 3:21 where 
Christ is described as having conquered the world through His 
suffering and now as sitting with His Father upon the throne. 
And it also serves as the main vision of Revelation from which 
everything in the rest of the book will flow.  

In these two chapters, God is worshipped for His sovereignty 
over creation, and Christ is worshipped for His work in initiating 
God’s sovereign plan for creation — judgement and redemption. 
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And so again, we see that the resurrection of Christ has initiated 
the beginning of the end and the start of a new creation.  

It is worth noting that these two chapters closely resemble 
Daniel’s vision of God’s throne contained in his prophesy about 
the end-time kingdom of God that will one day be given to “one 
like a Son of Man” and His saints.  In both places, we see the 1

heavenly scene where God (Daniel’s ‘Ancient of Days’) is reigning 
over creation and then the highlighted drama of Christ (Daniel’s 
‘Son of Man’), being given dominion over a new creation. 

The Scene: God Reigning Over Creation  

(v. 4:1-11)         

After the previous vision (ch. 1-3), Jesus speaks to John once 
again in order to show him another vision. John is now given a 
vision of the heavenly throne that exist above all other thrones.  
John then proceeds to try and describe the indescribable scene 
of this heavenly throne and the one who is seated on it.  

     Read Daniel 7 and especially verses 9-10 and 13-141
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John uses the best earthly imagery he can (precious stones and 
a rainbow) in order to highlight the heavenly glory, beauty and 
majesty of the Almighty God on His throne.  He describes the 2

various things surrounding the throne which consists of angelic 
heavenly beings, demonstrations of power through the Holy 
Spirit and a mysterious sea of glass. All of these things highlight 
the reality that our Creator is indescribably higher and infinitely 
separate in His holiness and power from us as His creation. 

Now, this mysterious sea of glass is quite possibly the heavenly 
equivalent to the sea of bronze originally located in Solomon’s 
temple.  In Jewish history, the sea was always understood to 3

represent evil and chaos. We might notice that the beasts of 
Daniel  and the beast of Revelation arise out of the sea (v. 13:1). 4

However, John sees a comforting sight. God’s heavenly throne is 
standing above a sea which appears to be as still as glass. 

God’s sovereign control over the sea (representing evil and 
chaos) is a reoccurring theme throughout Scripture. God parts 
the Red Sea, Jesus calms the sea by commanding it to be still, 

    These things all have a common feature in the way they reflect light in a captivating way. The mention of the rainbow 2
here might also correspond with Noah’s rainbow which would highlight the mercy of God who makes all things new 
through His sovereign judgment. 

     See 2 Kings 25:133

     See Daniel 7:2-34
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and now we see God’s throne standing over the sea. So even 
though, from our earthly perspective, things going on around us 
can often seem chaotic and out of control, from the heavenly 
perspective, the sea has been calmed under the sovereign 
control of God, and we have also been promised that soon there 
will be no more sea at all (v. 21:1) — no more evil and chaos. 

Now, surrounding the throne of God, John sees various heavenly 
beings described as the twenty-four elders and the four living 
creatures. Although the exact numbers are more than likely to 
be taken symbolically, we still need to avoid the temptation to 
over-spiritualize these angelic heavenly beings. The language is 
certainly symbolic, but “real beings are portrayed with real 
functions.”   5

The twenty-four elders are likely angelic beings who serve an 
‘elder-like’ function as the heavenly representatives of all of 
God’s people. If this is the case, then the four living creatures are 
likely to serve a similar function as the heavenly representatives 
of all of God’s created order.  However, whatever they are 6

exactly, the primary function of these heavenly beings is to 

       G.K. Beale, Revelation: A Shorter Commentary, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015), 1085

     The number 24 is likely to represent all of God’s people because of the adding of 12 tribes of Israel plus 12 apostles 6
of Christ. The number 4 is likely to represent the worldwide scope of creation like that number does elsewhere in 
Scripture such as the 4 corners of the earth in Revelation 7:1.
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praise God in worship constantly. And as we are given the words 
to some of the hymns that they are singing, we are given the 
main point being made in this particular vision.  

In the concluding hymn of chapter four (v. 11), God is glorified 
and praised as the Sovereign Creator who reigns powerfully as 
the one in complete control over all of His creation. This hymn 
reminds us that all things owe God their unwavering allegiance 
because He is after all their Creator and Maker.  

We must trust that God is still in control even when it may seem 
like He is not. The truth that God is our Creator demands that 
we do not compromise our allegiance to Him no matter what we 
may have to suffer for it. The Almighty Creator has a plan to 
redeem, retake and remake His fallen creation. We have no 
choice but to simply trust Him as He carries out that plan 
according to His own will and His own way of doing things. 

But that begs the question, “How is the Almighty God executing 
His redemptive plan to retake and remake His cursed creation?” 
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The Drama: Christ Given Dominion Over a New Creation  

(v. 5:1-14)          

So John has given us the powerful scene of the Almighty God 
seated on His throne reigning in control over His creation. It is at 
this point that John notices a special scroll being held in the right 
hand of God as He is seated on His throne. This scroll is sealed 
shut with seven seals, and the apparent dilemma is announced 
by a mighty angel who declares that there seems to be no one 
worthy enough to take this scroll and open it.  

To put this more plainly, in God’s right hand He is holding a 
scroll that represents His plan and purposes for His creation — 
the plan of its judgement and redemption.  

We might think of this in the way that we would a legal will. A 
will requires an executor to legally enact all the plans and 
purposes desired by the person who wrote the will. Therefore, 
the situation being described in this scene is that there is no one 
in heaven or on earth who was worthy of that position to open 
the scroll, break the seals and enact God’s redemptive plan and 
purposes for humanity and all of creation. 
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This dilemma leads John to start weeping.  

To understand why John is weeping, we must remember the 
first-century context. Christians are suffering persecution and 
are probably beginning to have some doubts about what they 
have come to believe about Christ. Some are beginning to 
wonder if everything they’ve believed about Him is false. And 
this has led many to compromise their allegiance to Him.  

And so here, in this vision, John sees God’s plan of redemption 
sealed shut and hears that there is no one worthy to open it up. 
So perhaps, for a moment, he is crushed by the possibility that 
Christ has not accomplished what John believed He had. 

But then, one of the heavenly angelic beings comforts John by 
declaring to him the good news. 

The angel tells John: 

“Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the 
scroll and its seven seals.”       
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The good news of Jesus Christ is that He is in fact the Messiah 
who was promised by God, and the one who alone has proven 
Himself worthy to enact God’s redemptive plan for creation. So 
chapter five is quite plainly the gospel of Jesus Christ being 
presented in the symbolic imagery of apocalyptic language.  

So how has Christ proven Himself as the only one worthy to 
open the scroll?  

Because He was the Lion who willingly allowed Himself to be 
slaughtered like a Lamb (v. 5:5-6). This is perfect imagery for the 
way the Son of God came into this world to offer Himself as a 
sacrifice to God on behalf of humanity. The Christian King is the 
Son of God with mighty power like a Lion who willing became 
our Savior by taking on a humble weakness like a Lamb. 

Therefore, we as God’s people must learn to embrace this 
aspect of His kingdom. Christians are called to conquer this 
world in the same way that Christ their King has conquered it. 

John then proceeds to see Christ approach the throne of the 
Almighty God to take the scroll being held in His right hand. This 
describes the ascension of Christ to the right hand of the 
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Father.  In receiving this scroll, Christ is inheriting everlasting 7

dominion, glory and the kingdom of God. Christ is the executor 
and the inheritor of God’s plan and promises for His creation. 

And so now, on account of Christ, all of heaven sings a new song 
(v. 5:9-10). While the concluding hymn of chapter four glorified 
and praised God as the Sovereign Creator who reigns over all of 
His creation, the concluding hymn of chapter five glorifies and 
praises Christ as the Redeemer and Ruler of God’s new creation. 

From the Curse but For the Creator 

The scroll sealed with seven seals represents God’s covenant 
promise and plan to redeem, retake and remake humanity into 
His true chosen people that fill up the entire new earth. And the 
content of this scroll is revealed throughout the rest of the book 
(ch. 6-22). It is summarized as the ‘things that must take place 
after this’ (v. 4:1) which is language from the Book of Daniel 
concerning things that must take place during the end times. 
The resurrection and ascension of Christ has initiated the end. 

     Luke 22:69;  Acts 7:55-56;  Ephesians 1:20-21;  Colossians 3:1;  Hebrews 1:3, 12:2;     7
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The hymns help us interpret these two chapters. God is and 
always has been the Sovereign Ruler over His entire creation 
and now through the resurrection of Christ, He has proven His 
sovereignty to judge, redeem, retake and remake His creation.  

The work of Christ “is a continuation of God’s work in creation in 
that it causes all creation to return glory to its Creator, whether 
willingly or by force, as the following chapters reveal.”  8

It is unthinkable and impossible, but imagine if Christ would not 
have died? There would be no redemption. The scroll would 
remain sealed shut in the right hand of God. Heaven would be 
empty, and humanity would have no hope. Christ has not just 
proven Himself worthy to receive the scroll; He has proven 
Himself worthy of honor, glory and our unwavering allegiance. 

This vision was intended to bring incredible comfort and 
confidence to Christians who were tempted to compromise 
their allegiance to Christ. No matter what we might experience 
or have to endure upon this earth, we need to remember that 
there is an indescribable heavenly throne above all earthly 
thrones. Seated upon that throne is the Almighty Creator in 

     Beale, 1228
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sovereign control over all the seeming chaos. And seated at His 
right hand is the Christian King who has enacted God’s plan of 
redemption and who has inherited God’s promise of a new 
creation and everlasting kingdom. We owe Him our allegiance. 

We can rejoice because we have been redeemed from the curse; 
but we must always remember that we have been redeemed 
FOR our Creator.
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