
Walking in the Light of God’s Love 
Study 5: Faith in God

Read 1 John 5

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God. And everyone 
who loves the Father loves his children, too. We know we love God’s children if we love 
God and obey his commandments. Loving God means keeping his commandments, and 
his commandments are not burdensome. For every child of God defeats this evil world, 
and we achieve this victory through our faith. And who can win this battle against the 

world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. (1 John 5:1-5)

✴ Discussion Question #1: What are different ways that those who don’t 
follow Jesus answer the question - How does one get to heaven? 

“John’s great emphasis has been on love, but he never wants anyone to believe 
they earn salvation by loving others. We are born of God when we put our trust 
on Jesus and His saving work in our lives… We also understand that John was 
not talking about a mere intellectual assent to Jesus being Messiah (as even the 
demons might have, as described in James 2:19). Instead, he means a trust in 
and reliance on Jesus as Messiah… Additionally, John makes it plain we must 
believe Jesus is the Christ. There are many, of a new-age sort of thinking, who 
believe Jesus had the ‘Christ-spirit’ - as they claim also Confucius, Mohammed, 
Buddha and certain moderns did. But we would never say Jesus ‘has’ the Christ 
- Jesus is the Christ.”1

 Quote from David Guzik1
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If we are not willing to trust in the Lord, then we are going to develop a belief 
system that will best cater to our needs and wants. What we are really 
communicating is that we want to be in control. We assume that we know what 
is best, and we think God is just a bit harsh, unloving and unsympathetic to our 
needs and wants.  

What are you willing to endure in order to have your faith grow in Christ this 
season? For most of us, we would like to have our faith grow on our terms with 
the least amount of discomfort as possible. But is that even possible?

We cannot love God and others on our terms or for what we might be able to 
get from them. Is it really ‘loving’ someone if its self-serving? That is the way 
the world loves, but that is not the way of Jesus. 

What if Jesus loved us that way? Then our relationship with Him would be 
based upon our ability to preform. Once that happens, we are in real trouble 
because no matter how hard we try to preform and gain His approval, we will 
fail miserably short. Then we live at the guilt and shame address, and we will 
struggle to love Jesus because we’ll feel unworthy to be loved. So we’ll give up 
or try harder, but either way, it’s a train wreck waiting to happen.  

And Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by his baptism in water and by shedding 
his blood on the cross—not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who 

is truth, confirms it with his testimony. So we have these three witnesses - the Spirit, the 
water, and the blood—and all three agree. Since we believe human testimony, surely we 
can believe the greater testimony that comes from God. And God has testified about his 
Son. All who believe in the Son of God know in their hearts that this testimony is true.

AZ SPRING TRAINING STUDY 2015 !2



Those who don’t believe this are actually calling God a liar because they don’t believe 
what God has testified about his Son.

And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life. 

(1 John 5:6-12)

“Martin Luther preached that there was nothing more important for a person 
than to see that he or she could contribute nothing whatsoever to one’s own 
salvation. We can be fully accepted and counted legally righteous in God’s sight 
through faith in Christ, solely by free grace. To understand and grasp this is to 
finally know freedom from the crushing burden of proving yourself - to society, 
family, other people, or even to yourself. The belief that we are saved by our 
virtue, the state of our hearts, or our good works injects a heavy layer of 
uncertainty and insecurity into our lives. If God’s treatment of us is conditioned 
by the quality of our lives, and the quality of our lives is always far from 
perfect, then we can never be sure he is completely for us, loving us.”2

✴ Discussion Question #2: What are the key components involved in sharing 
your testimony?  

And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him… 
We know that God’s children do not make a practice of sinning, for God’s Son holds 
them securely, and the evil one cannot touch them… Dear children, keep away from 

anything that might take God’s place in your hearts. (1 John 5:14, 18, 21)

 Timothy Keller, Walking With God Through Pain and Suffering, 48.2
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