
Letter to the Romans 
Study 5: The Good News

Read Romans 3:21-26

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the 
Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

(Romans 3:21-26)

It is only after we have come to understand the indictment against us by a Holy 
God that we are then ready to hear the comforting phrase “But now” which 
signals that there is good news despite our desperate situation. Some scholars 
have labeled Romans 3:21-26 as “possibly the most important single paragraph ever 
written.” 

It is apparent from v. 10 when Paul declares that “no one is righteous” that 
righteousness is the requirement for a right standing before God. But we have 
also concluded that we possess no righteousness or capabilities of obtaining 
righteousness on our own. So that is our grave diagnosis and our great 
dilemma. We are required to have the very thing we are incapable of obtaining. 
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We stand before the Judge in this cosmic courtroom condemned without any 
excuse or defense to offer on our behalf. All we can do is stand in silence and 
await our sentencing. God can’t just let us off the hook because executing 
perfect justice is a significant part of who He is as God. We need help! (And we 
hate to admit that.)

❖ Question #1: Why is righteousness the mandatory requirement to stand in 
the presence of God as opposed to just being a really good person who does a 
lot of really good things?

So again, the great dilemma: 

How is it possible for a righteous God to declare unrighteous people to be righteous 
without either compromising His own righteousness or condoning their 
unrighteousness? How could a just God justify guilty sinners and still remain a 
perfectly just God who exercises perfect justice?

Well first, it must be properly understood that justification does not necessarily 
mean to be pardoned. A pardon is a remission of the legal consequences of an 
offense which actually side-steps justice. A pardon drops the charges against 
you and cancels the penalty of those charges. Justification goes further than this.   
Justification is not merely a pardon; it is an act of God in which He judicially 
declares us to be righteous in His sight. We are not simply forgiven of the crime 
but declared not guilty of the crime. Basically, it’s like God in His judgment seat 
saying, “These charges against you are not true about you. You are innocent.” How 
can a perfectly just God justify those who are unjust?
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That is the good news that has now been manifested (unveiled; revealed; clearly 
laid out). The good news is that the unrighteous can be regarded as righteous on 
account of what Jesus has done. Faith in what God accomplished through Jesus 
on the cross grants us right standing before God. When we place all of our hope, 
confidence and trust in what Jesus did on that cross, God transfers our sins (our 
criminal record) to Jesus who has already paid that debt and then accredits 
Jesus’ righteousness to us which is the only type of righteousness sufficient for 
us to stand before the judgement of God. This is the “alien righteousness” (one 
that comes from outside of ourselves) that justifies the sinner before a just God.

Now, in observing Paul’s powerful explanation of how God has granted us 
righteousness, there are four notable expressions associated with the cross here 
in this passage:

❖ justified by God’s grace (v. 24)
❖ redemption of sinners (v. 24)
❖ propitiation of God’s wrath (v. 25)
❖ demonstration of God’s justice (v. 25-26)

Justification is the one-time judicial act of God in which He pronounces that He 
regards the sinner as righteous on account of the righteousness of Christ which 
God accredits to our account and on which we can rest assured in faith. It is a 
judicial term. Justification does not refer to God making us perfectly righteous, 
but that He regards us as perfectly righteous or declares us to be righteous.    

Redemption is the releasing of someone or something for a ransom payment in 
return. Jesus bought us out of our corrupted condition by giving His life as a 
ransom payment. The redemption price of sin was the death of a perfect man. 
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Propitiation is the satisfaction or appeasement of God’s wrath and the turning 
it into favor instead. God’s righteous anger needed to be appeased before sin 
could be forgiven, and God in His love sent His Son (who offered Himself 
willingly) to satisfy God’s holy anger against sin. God Himself, gave Himself to 
save us from Himself.

Demonstration which is communicated in this passage by the word “show” 
refers to the act of God proving His righteousness and perfect justice. God’s 
righteousness is non-negotiable and He will not compromise His holiness in 
order to save us. The righteousness of God requires justice to be served and sin 
to be punished. The cross clearly demonstrates and proves God as being 
‘just’ (an attribute) and as being the ‘justifier’ (an action).  

❖ Question #2: What is our role in our salvation? What is the difference 
between justification and sanctification? Which comes first and why is that 
important?

Every other religion declares that we must provide a righteousness that we can 
offer to God for Him to accept us. But the gospel declares that God has 
provided a righteousness that He has offered to us if we will accept Him 
through faith. The gospel turns every other religion and view of God 
completely on its head.

The gospel is the good news about the righteousness provided by God through 
faith in Jesus Christ, and what He accomplished for everyone who actually 
believes.
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Dr. Timothy Keller writes that “Faith is simply the attitude of coming to God with 
empty hands… Faith is only the instrument by which you receive your salvation, not 
the cause of your salvation.”  1

The Christian has to be careful of even turning his faith into something he does 
to gain salvation. Faith is not the reason we are saved. Faith is merely the 
posture to receive the gift that God is granting. Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones puts it 
this way:

“The man who has faith is the man who is no longer looking at himself, and no longer 
looking to himself. He no longer looks at anything he once was. He does not look at what 
he is now. He does not look at what he hopes to be… He looks entirely to the Lord Jesus 

Christ and his finished work, and he rests on that alone.”  2

 
Therefore, we can agree with the statement of the Protestant Reformers who 
affirmed that justification is by grace alone (God freely chose to give), in Christ 
alone (God freely gave), through faith alone (God freely accomplished).

“The righteousness from God is his just justification of the unjust, his righteous way of 
‘righteoussing’ the unrighteous.”3

❖ Question #3: In your own words, take some time to paraphrase the apostle 
Paul’s description in Romans 3:21-26 of what God accomplished through the 
cross of Christ.
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Summary Statements:

❖ Justification is an act of God in which He judicially declares us to be righteous in 
His sight.  

❖ Faith in what God accomplished through Jesus on the cross grants us right 
standing before God.

❖ Faith is not the reason we are saved. Faith is merely the posture to receive the gift 
that God is granting.

❖ Justification is by God’s grace alone in Christ alone through faith alone.


