
REVELATION 
Study 5: The Seven Seals 

If our Christianity is not costing us anything then we must 
question whether or not we are embracing true Christianity.  

So many of us are so accustomed to the comforts of living in a 
free society founded upon a Christian worldview that we tend to 
think of our Lord primarily in terms of protecting us from any 
evil that may disrupt our peace and prosperity. However, the 
hard truth revealed throughout Revelation is the fact that our 
Lord controls and uses tribulation to punish those who oppose 
Him while simultaneously purifying those who are His own.  

As those who claim allegiance to Christ as our Savior and King; 
Are we okay with Him as a King who is more concerned about 
our spiritual purification than He is our physical protection?  

The opening up of the seals begins the execution of the things 
that are contained within the scroll from chapter five (v. 5:9). The 
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scroll in God’s right hand represents His big plan to redeem, 
retake and remake humanity into His true chosen people that fill 
up the entire New Earth. And so, this section (v. 6:1-8:5) gives us 
the opening and enactment of that scroll which began at Christ’s 
resurrection and concludes on the day of God’s final judgement. 

We will examine this section by dividing it into the three sections 
which come naturally from reading the text — the six seals, then 
more details concerning the saints and then the seventh seal. 

Six Seals: God’s Plan Revealed  

(v. 6:1-17) 

The opening of the seven seals coincides with the ascension of 
Christ to the right hand of the Father described in chapter five. 
Therefore, it seems only natural to expect these events in the 
seals as events that begin to take place at Christ’s ascension.  1

Now, it is obvious from the text that the events of the first four 
seals are intentionally grouped together. Each one of these first 
four seals brings about a certain type of destruction upon the 
earth that is commanded by one of the four living creatures 

        G.K. Beale, Revelation: A Shorter Commentary, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015), 124-1251
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around God’s throne. These four types of judgement follow a 
pattern prophesied by both Ezekiel and Jesus Himself.  And in 2

both those prophecies, these types of calamities occur together 
during the same period of time. This adds to the likelihood “that 
the various disasters contained in the four seals also occur at 
the same time rather than in any particular order.”  3

Therefore, we might interpret the destructive things described 
in the opening of the first four seals as types of evil unleashed 
upon the earth immediately at the ascension of Christ that He 
then uses as He pleases throughout history for the punishment 
of people and nations who are unfaithful (or oppose Him) while 
at the same purifying His own people who faithfully endure 
these types of tribulation patiently. 

Again, this is a difficult thing to wrap our Western minds around, 
but it is the way of our God demonstrated in the way of His Son. 
Suffering refines God’s people. We reign with Christ by suffering 
like Him. Just like Jesus, the Christian Savior and King, “the 
apparent defeat of Christians is [in fact] their spiritual victory.”  4

     See Ezekiel 14:12-21 (sword, famine, beasts, plague) and then Matthew 24:6-28 (war, famine, persecution)2

     Beale, 1243

     Beale, 1304
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Revelation was written to bring encouragement to those first-
century Christians who were suffering at the hands of the 
Roman empire. And yet, it does so not by offering some sort of 
peace in this life or promise of God’s protection from suffering. 
Instead, it seeks to encourage Christians who suffer by revealing 
to them that suffering and tribulation are in fact a key part of 
God’s plan. Christ is on His throne in control over our suffering.   

So, ask yourself, does this aspect of the way God is working in 
this world encourage you, upset you or maybe even offend you?  

John began Revelation by declaring, “Blessed are those who hear 
and who keep what is written in this book” (v. 1:3). As we read 
Revelation, we might come to this hard realization — If your 
faith is not costing you something or causing any pushback or 
conflict in your life then you have to question whether or not 
you are compromising your allegiance to Christ and whether or 
not you have truly embraced the call of the Christian mission.  
  
These judgements brought about by the first four seals are not 
independent of one another nor are they isolated events at 
some point in the distant future. They are events experienced by 
people in the first-century and events experienced by people 

�4



throughout history until the ‘great day’ of the end. They are  
things such as being conquered, oppressed or even persecuted 
by various political and/or religious regimes. They include 
economic disasters that may lead to famine and food shortages, 
and they include environmental disasters that may lead to 
pestilence and/or being plagued by wild beasts.  

So what exactly do we mean in declaring these judgements as 
natural and political events that punish while also purifying? 

The events described in the opening of the first four seals are 
specific literal events that Christ brings forth throughout the 
course of history in order to judge certain peoples, groups and 
nations. They could be certain wars, natural disasters, political 
upheavals or economic meltdowns. However, whatever they 
may be, they are intentionally brought forth by Christ upon this 
earth, and His own people often get caught in the crossfire. For 
example, hypothetically, if Christ decided to bring judgement 
upon the United Staes of America by sending a country like 
Russia to conquer us, many of us as God’s faithful people would 
also suffer the consequences of that judgement. That is why we 
can say that these things brought forth by Christ are meant to 
bring judgement but also end up purifying God’s own people.       
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So the first four seals reveal various judgements and tribulation 
brought upon the earth that Christians will also have to endure 
throughout the course of history until our Lord’s return.  

Then we come to the opening of the fifth seal. This reveals 
saints who have already suffered the same types of things 
described in the first four seals. These saints are praying for God 
to demonstrate His justice by bringing a final blow of judgement 
upon this world. This is not a cry for personal revenge but rather 
an appeal for God to defend His own honor and reputation by 
powerfully defending His people.  

John describes seeing, “those who had been slain for the word 
of God and for the witness they had borne” (v. 6:9). These saints 
seem to serve as representatives for ALL Christians who have 
faithfully suffered in some way for their allegiance to Christ.  

Whether you experience the ultimate suffering of death for your 
faith or whether you endure the much lighter affliction of 
experiencing awkwardness and the rejection of your peers on 
account of your faith, ALL Christians at all times and in all places 
have been called to take up their cross and follow the way of 
Christ no matter what it may cost you along the way. 
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Their prayer is simple, and God’s answer is straightforward. The 
saints ask, “How long before you judge the earth and avenge 
your people?” And God answers, “I will do so in the end when 
the full number of your fellow servants is complete” (v. 6:10-11). 
The implication is meant to encourage us. When we faithfully 
endure tribulation, we bring us all one step closer to the end. 
We see more about this prayer in chapters seven and eight. 

And now this leads us to the opening of the sixth seal. John now 
sees what seems to be God’s final judgement of the world that 
has persecuted His people for so long. The cosmic imagery that 
is used here to symbolize this judgement is seen again later in 
Revelation in clearer references to the final judgement.  Here we 5

also see the irony of how sinful man ends up just like he started 
— hiding from God (see Genesis 3:8). And then we are told in 
the last verse of chapter six that the great day of God’s wrath 
has come which again is clearly alluding to His final judgement.  

So the opening of the sixth seal reveals God’s final judgement of 
the world. It will be so intense and so encompassing that the 
last verse end with a question of concern, “Who can possibly 
stand and not suffer the wrath of this final judgement?”  

     See Revelation 16:18-20 and 20:11. For this language in the OT, see Isaiah 34 and Ezekiel 32:6-8.5
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More Detail: The Saints Sealed 

(v. 7:1-17) 

        
Chapter seven of Revelation serves as a kind of parenthesis that 
answers the final question of chapter six. It provides an answer 
for God’s people and how God will keep them secured during 
the times of tribulation described in the vision of chapter six.  

John now sees a new vision which depicts an event that seems 
to take place prior to the tribulation of the previous vision of 
chapter six.  In this vision, an angel commands the four other 6

angels to not release the judgments “until we have sealed the 
servants of our God on their foreheads” (v. 7:2-3).   7

This is likely a reference to ALL Christians throughout history. 
They are those who have been purchased by the blood of Christ. 
They are the servants of God. Scripture declares that we have 
been bought with a price  and sealed with the Holy Spirit.  This 8 9

sealing is the assurance of our spiritual protection and our final 
protection from the great day of God’s final judgment. 

       The four angels (living creatures) are holding back the four winds (horses) that bring the judgements just described.6

       See the sealing of foreheads in Ezekiel 9:4-6 and this also reminds us of the mark on the doorpost of Exodus 12.7

       See 1 Corinthians 6:208

       See 2 Corinthians 1:22;  Ephesians 1:13 and 4:30 9
�8



So what is the significance of mentioning tribes and 144,000? 

The 144,000  is likely a symbolic number for ALL of God’s 10

people. They are the same people described elsewhere in 
Revelation , and those portrayed as the true Israel of God. The 11

numbering and organization could possibly be invoking old 
Israelite military language that was used when God’s OT people 
set out for battle on their way to the Promised Land.   12

This would help portray Christians as the true people of God 
who are currently in battle conquering this world on our way to 
the Promised Land of a New Heaven and New Earth. We just 
conquer in an unexpected way. We conquer like our King 
conquered. We conquer by patiently enduring tribulation and 
suffering. And so, just like the 144,000 is described later, we are 
those who faithfully “follow the Lamb wherever He goes” (v. 14:4).  

It’s worth nothing that the saints in chapter six were told to wait 
until the full number of their fellow servants was complete, and 
then here in chapter seven we are given a symbolic number of 
all the people described as ‘the servants of our God’. 

     12 tribes of the OT x 12 disciple of the NT = 144 x 1000 (signifying completeness) = Full number of God’s people.10

     See Revelation 5:9, 7:9-17 and 14:1-411

     See Numbers 1:21-2312
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If our interpretation of the 144,000 is correct then this means 
that the great multitude described next (v. 7:9-17) is referring to 
the same people — the full number of God’s people. This is 
likely because v. 7:1-8 seems to describe a sealing of God’s 
people that takes place before the tribulation of chapter six 
whereas v. 7:9-17 seems to describe a celebration of those same 
people that takes place after the tribulation of chapter six.  

John sees a great multitude that no one could number from 
every nation, tribe, people and language standing before the 
throne.  This is clearly a reference to ALL Christians who make 13

up God’s people. These are in fact those who can ‘stand’ the 
great day of God’s final judgement. They are all those who have 
been forgiven of their sin on account of Christ’s atonement and 
who have remained faithful in their allegiance to Him during this 
time of great tribulation between His resurrection and return.   14

Therefore, they are the ones who experience entrance into the 
dwelling place  of God and all the promises associated with 15

eternal life in His presence.   16

     This would be the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 16:10 and 17:5.13

     The mention of ‘palm branches’ alludes to the OT Feast of Tabernacles which celebrated God’s protection of His 14
people during their time in the wilderness (Leviticus 23:40-43). Here in v. 7:9-17, all of God’s people celebrate His 
protection over them during their time in the wilderness that is this world. 

     The eternal dwelling place of God is the New Heaven and New Earth; not a literal structure. See Revelation 21:22.15

     The experience mentioned in v. 7:16-17 are the fulfillment of Isaiah 25:8 and the exact same language used to 16
describe the eternal state later in Revelation in v. 21:3-6 and v. 22:3.
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Imagine how this chapter might encourage you if you are a first-
century Christian suffering for your allegiance to Christ. This 
vision might provide the strength you need to endure tribulation 
by pointing out the truth that you have already been selected 
and sealed by God Himself, and so if you would just stay faithful 
and see it through until the end there’s a heavenly celebration 
that awaits you and an eternal life of glory available to you.  
  

Seventh Seal: God Has Heard Our Prayer 

(v. 8:1-5) 

   
Now, if the opening of the six seals described in chapter six 
depict the tribulation taking place from the time of Christ’s 
resurrection until the time of His return then what are we to 
make of the seventh seal mentioned now at the beginning of 
chapter eight? 

The opening of the seventh seal is intended to be a very specific 
word of encouragement regarding those who suffer for their 
allegiance to Christ. We have already seen how the sixth seal 
representing the great day of God’s final judgement seems to 
answer the prayers of God’s people mentioned in the fifth seal 
(v. 6:10-11). It seems as if the seventh seal is meant to reinforce 
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God’s final judgement as His formal response to the prayers of 
vengeance from His people. 

The seventh seal picks up where the sixth seal left off regarding 
the final judgement but now in the context of answered prayer. 

This is meant to encourage ALL of God’s people at all times to 
not compromise and to keep enduring whatever tribulation will 
come with patience and faithfulness knowing with absolute 
assurance that your Lord has in fact heard your prayers.    

So whether you’re a first-century Christian disciple suffering at 
the hands of the Roman empire, or a sixteenth-century Christian 
reformer suffering at the hands of the Roman Catholic Church, 
or a twenty-first century Christian missionary suffering at the 
hands of Islamic terrorists, your prayers more than likely echo 
the cry and prayer of the saints found in v. 6:10, and the 
revelation of the seventh seal encourages you that God has in 
fact heard your prayers.  

The seventh seal assures us that our Lord will have the last 
word. And that final word will be eternal vindication for Himself 
and everlasting vengeance for His faithful people. 
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In the words of G.K. Beale, 

“God will demonstrate Himself to be just and righteous at 
the conclusion of history. Saints in heaven and especially 
on earth can be comforted with that fact.”  17

So the opening of the seven seals describes the opening of the 
scroll (ch. 5) which symbolizes the execution of God’s plan of  
redemption and judgement. This is a plan that began at Christ’s 
resurrection, continues throughout history and then concludes 
at His return.  

As the kingdom of God continues to conquer this world, great 
tribulation will come with it. However, such suffering is still an 
opportunity for Christians to keep advancing this kingdom. This 
section in Revelation exhorts ALL of God’s people at all times and 
in all places to expect and endure the tribulations of this time no 
matter what it may cost us and encourages us all to rest assured 
that God has already heard our prayers.   

     Beale, 16917
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