
THOSE WHO ARE OF FAITH ARE BLESSED 
GALATIANS 3:1-14 

The apostle Paul made it very clear at the beginning of his letter that he was writing the 
Galatians in order to address the way in which they were distorting, contradicting and 
turning away from the truth of the gospel message that he had taught them. He spent the 
first two chapters defending and declaring his authority as an apostle and the authenticity of 
his gospel message. And now, as we enter into chapter three, Paul is finally beginning his 
theological argument which reveals the details of why the Galatians error is so important.  

We might remember that at the end of chapter two, Paul explained the way in which we can 
only be justified before God through faith in Christ and what he has done for us through his 
life, death and resurrection. But now, Paul looks to show us how the gospel actually does 
more than just save us. The gospel also sanctifies us — helps us grow in our righteousness.   

Timothy Keller puts it this way: 

“We’re not only saved by the gospel, but we also now grow by the gospel… We are not only 
justified by faith in Christ, we are also sanctified by faith in Christ.”   1

And this is why Paul begins his theological argument with the rhetorical questions that we 
find in the first six verses of chapter three. Basically Paul is asking the Galatians, “If you 
initially received salvation from God (just as you are) through faith in Christ then what makes 
you think that you must now somehow complete that salvation through adherence to certain 
Jewish customs and practices? That’s foolishness! The faith in Christ that initially saved you is 
the same thing that continues to sanctify you and secure you as a true child of God.”    

You see, here was the Galatians’ concern: They wanted to make sure that they were 
incorporated into the people of God (they wanted to be considered as ‘descendants of 
Abraham’), and they wanted to become recipients of the redemptive blessings associated 
with God’s people (the blessings that God had promised to Abraham and his descendants).  

   Timothy Keller, King’s Cross, (Redeemer CityNet: 2011) 651
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But here was the Galatians’ error: They had come to believe a message that said in order to 
be incorporated into the people of God (in order to be counted as ‘descendants of 
Abraham’), and in order to become recipients of the redemptive blessings promised to 
God's people, they had to adopt ethnic and cultural Judaism — they had to become Jewish.  

The Galatians were being told that they must be circumcised which was the outward sign 
that one was a descendant of Abraham and that they needed to adhere to the Torah (God’s 
Law) which was the code of conduct for all God’s people. And so, in believing this message, 
the Galatians were in essence turning to a different gospel that said faith in Christ plus 
Jewishness is what saves you, sanctifies you and what secures you as a true child of God.   

So, you see, their heart was set on the right thing, but their hope was set on the wrong thing.  

What they were hoping for was right, but what they were putting their hope in was wrong.   

This leads us to consider a question. Have we ever assumed that it’s okay if we mistakenly 
put our hope in the wrong thing as long as we mean well in our hearts? Have we assumed 
that a misplaced hope is a harmless mistake that God will surely let slide?  

Well, based on this letter, many of us need to come to the realization that what you are 
placing your hope in is infinitely important. It means everything! It’s so important that God 
inspires Paul to write an entire letter to a group of people addressing the very issue of a 
misplaced hope. It’s so important that this letter is in fact considered to be Scripture — the 
very words of God. And so, we must realize that it’s not okay to put your hope in the wrong 
thing as long as you have a good heart. Unfortunately, a good heart is not good enough. 

I wonder how many of us — born and raised in this casual Christian culture that we’ve had 
here in America for some time now where the lines have been blurred between those who 
associate themselves with Christianity and those who are in fact Christians — I wonder how 
many of us in this culture have tragically spent our entire lives fuzzy on the details of the 
gospel and not even realizing the condition that this has put us in before a holy God?  

Are we certain that we are clear on the details and implications of the true gospel message?  
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It seems that Paul is telling us that if you make an error in what you're hoping will make you 
right with God then you will discover that tragically you're not right with God at all. This 
ought to bother us! You see, we can have a strong desire for a certain destination, but 
traveling the wrong road will prevent you from ever getting where you are wanting to go.  

If our hearts want what God has promised then we must come to know that faith in Christ is 
our only hope in receiving those promises. 

The Judean missionaries were teaching the Galatians that you must be saved by faith and 
become Jewish and then you’ll receive the blessings through both — faith and Jewishness.  

Paul says, “You’re acting like fools who have been fooled by a false gospel.” The truth of the 
gospel is this: You are saved by faith in Christ and then you live by that faith in Christ and 
then one day you will receive the blessings of God by that same faith in Christ. The gospel 
saves, the gospel sanctifies, and the gospel secures the blessing. 

The Gospel Saves: Saved by Faith in Christ 

In Scripture, we see that the eternal blessings of God are promised to those who are 
‘descendants of Abraham’ (Genesis 12). And so, the Galatians rightly wanted to be counted 
as ‘descendants of Abraham’. The Judean missionaries were persuading the Gentiles to 
become children of Abraham by being circumcised and adopting Jewish culture. But Paul 
brilliantly reveals how the Gentiles were already regarded as children of Abraham by faith.   

An observation of Abraham’s life is proof that righteousness comes through faith and 
therefore salvation is given and received through this same faith. In the story of Abraham’s 
life, we are told in Genesis 15:6 that, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.”  

And so a right-standing before God worked out like this: God made a promise to Abraham. 
Abraham believed God. And through this faith, God declared Abraham to be righteous.  
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And the same is true for us today. God has made a promise to us (that the work of Christ is 
the only hope of salvation for man). Do we believe him? If so, then through this faith, God 
declares us also to be righteous. It means that God treats us as righteous even though we 
are unrighteous. It means we are justified. It means that we experience a right-standing 
before God. This passage in Genesis reveals the way in which one gospel and one way of 
salvation is communicated throughout all of Biblical history — justification by faith alone. 

The Gospel Sanctifies: Live by Faith in Christ 

The Galatians’ believed that you were initially saved by faith in Christ, but they had come to 
believe that you must also live by Jewish customs and obedience to the Torah (God’s Law) in 
order to complete or perfect that salvation. So Paul puts it plainly in 3:11-12, “The righteous 
shall live by faith… but the one who puts his hope in God’s Law must live by that Law.”  

So what does Paul mean in saying that putting your hope in God’s Law means that you must 
then live by that Law? 

If we put our hope of being right with God in our own ‘goodness’, then we are forced to live 
by the standards of what is considered sufficient goodness in the eyes of God. Think of the 
burden this puts on you. You’re putting yourself into a position in which you must 
consistently perform perfectly in order for God to be pleased with you.  

And even if you put up a great moral performance, how can you ever really know for sure 
that your ‘goodness’ is going to measure up to what will be considered sufficient goodness 
in the eyes of God? Living by standards of personal performance may temporarily change 
our behavior, but it’ll never eternally transform our hearts.  

Think about this way: God commands us to love our enemies and to forgive those who hurt 
us. How successfully will we really be at doing this simply by trying really hard to be more 
loving and forgiving? Not very. Many of us know this from experience. The truth of the 
matter is that we will only truly become more loving and more forgiving when we live by the 
gospel.  
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What do we mean by that? 

It means that remembering and resting in the way that Christ has loved us when we were his 
enemies and reflecting on the way that he has forgiven us even though we offend him is the 
only way we will ever truly grow in our ability to actually love our enemies and forgive those 
who hurt us.  

The gospel is what initially saves us, but the gospel is also what progressively sanctifies us. 
And so, God’s people are to live by faith in Christ. 

The Gospel Secures: Blessed by Faith in Christ 

The Galatians wanted to make sure that they were recipients of the redemptive blessings 
associated with God’s people through God’s promises to Abraham. However, Paul argues 
that because they have misplaced their hope in their own performance and goodness, they 
are actually under God’s curse rather than in line to receive God’s blessing.  

Our sin (lack of ‘goodness’) always earns us the curse of God and exposes us to the awful 
consequences of his judgement. To be cursed by God literally means to be rejected by him.  

While the blessing of God brings justification and eternal life, the curse of God brings 
condemnation and eternal punishment. And this is the condition of every human being who 
has ever lived. We may desire the blessings of God, but we find ourselves under the curse of 
God instead. We’re all born under a curse that we cannot escape and desire a blessing that 
we cannot obtain.   

But then, one day we hear the gospel message. The incredible news of 3:3-14: 

Christ has redeemed us from our curse by becoming a curse for us — for it is written, “Cursed 
is everyone who is hanged on a tree”. And so, in Christ the blessing of Abraham has come to 
all men who receive it through faith in what Christ has done for us; not in what we can do for 
ourselves. 
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Jesus Christ. Rejected by man and rejected by God. Suspended off the ground and hanging 
under heaven. Hung on a wooden cross. He suffered so that we might be saved. He died so 
that we might truly live. And he was condemned so that we might be blessed.  

All other major world religions tells us to ‘Do this’ or to ‘Do that’ in order to be right with the 
God of the universe; the gospel says ‘Christ has done it all for you’. Religions require works 
of human accomplishment; the gospel requires faith in what Christ accomplished. Religions 
make demands and then tell you to obey them; the gospel brings promises and then tells 
you to simply believe them. 

So, if our hearts truly desire the blessings God has promised then we must come to know 
that faith in Christ — who he is and what he has done — is our only hope in receiving those 
promises.
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