
Letter to the Romans  
Study 6: The Origins of Justification

Read Romans 3:27-4:25

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 
works of the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? 

Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the 
uncircumcised through faith. Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! 

On the contrary, we uphold the law. (Romans 3:27-31)

After revealing the gospel of justification by faith alone in Christ alone, the 
apostle Paul now attempts to defend the gospel against questions like:

❖ What part does our obedience play in our justification?
❖ Is this justification available to everyone or exclusively for the Jews?
❖ Is obedience to God’s rules and requirements now unnecessary since faith is 

what justifies us? 

Paul decides to use the pillars of Jewishness, David and Abraham, as the 
primary defense for his argument in order to show the Jews that this is not a 
new concept he has come up with and in order to show the Gentiles the deep 
spiritual heritage that they have now been included into through faith in Jesus.
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Paul points out that Scripture proves that Abraham wasn’t justified on account 
of anything he did or accomplished. That is why Paul claims that he had 
nothing to boast about before God. His obedience was not a factor in his 
justification. Abraham simply believed what God promised, and so God credited 
him with righteousness. 

Now, we have to be careful here. Righteousness is not credited to us for 
believing in God or in a God that saves. We can have a strong faith in the 
existence of God. We can believe that the Bible is God’s holy word. We can show 
great reverence for God but at the same time, still be seeking to save and justify 
ourselves by trusting in our own moral performance or character. 
Righteousness is only credited to us when we transfer our trust from anything 
else in life to a complete trust in who God is and what He says He will do. (True 
saving faith is a “trust-transfer.”)1

We must not even place our trust in our act of believing. Adding one ounce of 
confidence in our own moral achievements or character for justification reveals 
self-trust which is failure to believe the gospel. It is failing to believe God. 

God has promised that Jesus’ life and death has paid the penalty for our sins in 
full and has granted us a righteous standing before Him in spite of our 
sinfulness. Justification is guaranteed to the one who believes God. Yet, the 
simplicity of this gospel is a stumbling block to the religious and foolishness to 
the irreligious.

Our greatest temptation is failing to believe the cross was necessary (irreligion) 
or failing to believe that it was all that was needed (religion). 

 Timothy Keller, Romans 1-7 For You1

LETTER TO THE ROMANS - STUDY 6: QUESTIONS CONCERNING JUSTIFICATION !2



❖ Question #1: If God were to ask you: “Why should I let you into heaven?,” 
what would you say?

Abraham was fully persuaded that God had the power to do what He promised 
He would do even if it seemed improbable. The promise made by God to 
Abraham that his offspring would be as numerous as the stars, and that the 
whole world would be blessed by his Seed seemed highly unlikely being that 
Abraham was almost one hundred years old and his wife, Sarah, had suffered 
from infertility her whole life (Genesis 15). However, in hope, he stayed strong 
in his faith and didn’t waver concerning the promise of God because he was 
fully convinced that God was able to do what He had promised He would do. 
And that is why Scripture declares his faith was counted to him as 
righteousness. 

Abraham considered his situation and then considered that the same God who 
just made this promise is the same God who created the world out of nothing. If 
He is capable of doing that then He certainly is capable of doing this.

To believe God is to focus on what we know about Him and what we know He 
is capable of. Faith is not believing something blindly. It always has a 
foundation in reason, and it is always reasonable to trust the trustworthy. When 
our circumstances lead us to waver in our trust, we must ask ourselves, “Is God 
capable and is God reliable?” Then we can take Him at His word even if it seems 
to contradict what feels right or what the rest of the world may be telling us. 

❖ Question #2: How would you define faith? What does it mean to believe 
God?
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So what part does our obedience play in our justification? None. There has 
never been a righteousness that is obtained by man’s faithfulness to the Law (or 
any other form of religious legalistic moralism). Justification has always been by 
faith alone.

Is this justification available to everyone? Yes, to all who believe God. 
Righteousness has always been credited to man through his faith in God’s 
faithfulness to what God promises. Therefore, God’s promises are guaranteed to 
all of us who believe God in the way that Abraham believed God. Abraham is 
the patriarch of the Christian faith.

And is obedience to God’s rules and requirements now unnecessary since faith 
is what justifies us? No. Obedience is and always has been absolutely necessary. 
The Law must be kept, and it must be kept perfectly. Fortunately, Jesus 
accomplished this, and we who believe God’s gospel promise get credited for it. 

The gospel offers us the freedom to obey God’s rules and requirements without 
feeling the weight of trying to earn our justification by keeping them perfectly. 
God’s law becomes a beautiful portrait of what a perfect man could and should 
be rather than a burdensome mandate of what man has to be.

Man has absolutely nothing to pride himself in when it comes to his 
justification. Justification has always been by faith alone. And that is why Paul 
echoes the words of David saying, blessed are those who believe God and are 
credited with the righteousness from God.

❖ Question #3: How can we strengthen our faith in God? Why do we have more 
reason to believe God than Abraham did?
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Questions for Discussion

❖ Abraham simply believed what God promised, and so God credited him with 
righteousness.

❖ Our greatest temptation is failing to believe the cross was necessary (irreligion) or 
failing to believe that it was all that was needed (religion). 

❖ Christian faith is being fully convinced that God is able to do what He has 
promised He would do. 

❖ The gospel turns God’s law into a beautiful portrait of what a perfect man could 
and should be rather than a burdensome mandate of what man has to be.


