
REVELATION 
Study 7: Behind the Scenes 

Suppose a young history student is asked the following question
— “What led to the fall of the ancient Persian Empire?” What might 
he say? He might speak about the decline in leadership after the 
death of Xerxes. He might speak about the increase in taxation 
leading to economic stress and more revolts within the empire. 
He might speak about the rise of the Greeks and the invasion of 
Alexander the Great. Or he might just simply say, “God.” 

Which is truer? Both are true. But which answer is more 
fundamental?  

What led to the suffering of Job? You could say it was the Sabean 
thugs that robbed his livestock. Or the Chaldean raid that killed 
his servants. Or the windstorm that took down his home or the 
illness that fell upon him suddenly. Or you could simply say, “It 
was Satan.” Or you could even say, “It was God.” 
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Again, which is truer? All are true. But which answer is more 
fundamental?   

What if I asked you to give me some answers for what is causing 
the most trouble for the modern church today? You might talk 
about persecution and Marxism in China. You might talk about 
civil strife and tribal conflict from old colonial lines in Africa. And 
you might talk about materialism and the rise of secularism in 
the West.   

We have a tendency to give all sorts of historical, sociological, 
psychological and demographical answers to explain things that 
happen within the world around us. However, in doing so, we 
often overlook the reality that behind the scenes of it all there is 
a more fundamental answer which is entirely spiritual. 

Chapter twelve begins the second half of Revelation and retells 
the story that has already been told throughout the first half of 
the book. However, this section takes us behind the scenes of 
history in order to reveal the deeper spiritual conflict of how the 
devil himself and his powers of darkness initiate and instigate 
the opposition and persecution of God’s people throughout this 
time between the resurrection and return of Christ.  
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This section is intended to encourage Christians by revealing 
that, contrary to popular assumptions, the persecution and 
suffering of God’s people does not occur because Satan is too 
powerful, but rather because Satan’s power was overthrown at 
the cross. His defeat has led to his rage, but God is purposely 
using his rage to carry out His plan of redemption. Therefore, 
when Christians learn to see the spiritual conflict behind their 
persecution, they can endure it patiently knowing that Satan is 
not on the loose doing as he pleases but rather on a leash with 
limited power carrying out what God has already planned. 

This also has strong implications for Christians that ought to 
serve as a warning to all of us. Any compromise that we make 
with the world regarding our faith is meant to be understood as 
a compromise with Satan himself. This ought to wake us up and 
shock us out of any degree of spiritual complacency.   1

As we go behind the scenes to see the spiritual conflict that is 
taking place throughout the course of history, we will divide this 
section into three sub-sections — the conflict, the powers of 
darkness and then the final battle.    

     G.K. Beale, The Book of Revelation: A Commentary on the Greek Text (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999), 2421
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The Conflict: Satan’s Rage 

(v. 12:1-17) 

The first six verses of chapter twelve begin with a great scene 
depicting an evil dragon standing before a woman about to give 
birth to a son. The dragon seeks to devour the boy the moment 
he is born, but God sovereignly protects the son and places him 
on the heavenly throne where he will rule over the nations. After 
her son ascends to the throne of God, the woman then flees 
into the wilderness where God will protect her for 1260 days. 

Chapter twelve takes us back to the resurrection and ascension 
of Christ. Although Satan was set on destroying Christ, His 
death, resurrection and ascension has secured God’s victory and 
sealed Satan’s defeat. The woman  who flees into the wilderness 2

represents all of God’s people who are now journeying through 
the wilderness of this world on our way to our eternal Promised 
Land in the New Heaven and New Earth.    3

    This woman reminds us of the promise to Eve in Genesis 3:14-16 and is later contrasted with another woman called 2

the “harlot” who represents the unbelieving world (ch. 17).

    The 1,260 days (aka. 3 1/2 years, 42 months, a time, times and half a time) represents the entire time period between 3

the resurrection and return of Christ. This reflects the 42 encampments of OT Israel during their time in the wilderness as 
well as the ministry of Jesus which lasted about  3 1/2 years. 
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The second half of chapter twelve depicts a war taking place in 
heaven at the time of the cross where Satan is defeated and 
cast down to the earth. We are told that those who dwell in 
heaven begin to rejoice because the one who accuses them day 
and night before God has now been thrown down to the earth. 
However, we are also warned that those who dwell on the earth 
are in danger because Satan is enraged at this defeat and knows 
that his time to do any damage has been limited by God. Now 
that he can no longer accuse those in heaven, Satan has set his 
sights on abusing those who belong to God on earth.     

As Christ was called up to heaven; Satan was cast down to earth. 
Jesus alluded to this event just before His suffering on the cross, 
“Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this 
world be cast out.”   4

The death and resurrection of Christ put an end to any case 
Satan might try to make for why God should destroy all men 
who have fallen short of His glory.  After a guiltless Christ took 5

the judgement of God upon Himself, Satan no longer had any 
case to make for his accusations against God or mankind. 

    John 12:31-324

    Romans 3:235
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Is it possible that before the cross those who were in heaven still 
found themselves being constantly accused by Satan? Did Satan 
have a pretty fair case to make against God before the cross?  6

We might imagine him saying to God, “How can you allow these 
sinners into your presence without making them pay for their 
sin? Where is the justice in that? Are you just going to sweep 
their sin under the rug and do nothing about it? These people 
don’t deserve to be here. How can you call yourself a righteous 
and just God while giving all these trespassers a free pass?”  

However, after the work of Christ, Satan’s entire case against 
God is destroyed, and he is finally cast out of heaven forever. 
Now, the saints in heaven reign freely and justified with Christ. 

After being banished from heaven, Satan’s time on earth is now 
also limited. Just as our anticipation of our Lord’s return should 
motivate our faith and good works, such anticipation motivates 
Satan’s fury and his works of evil. Therefore, we currently find 
ourselves at war in the wilderness of this world. It is a hard place 
of conflict before you enter the eternal Promised Land, but it is 
also the place of experiencing God's provision and protection.  7

    See Job 16

    See the description of the Israelites experience in the wilderness in Deuteronomy 8:15-16.7
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The Powers of Darkness: The Beast and False Prophet 

(v. 13:1-18)  

Chapter thirteen introduces us to the powers of darkness that 
are used by Satan to bring destruction and great deception 
upon those who dwell on the earth. Satan has been allowed by 
God (v. 13:7) to work behind the scenes of political entities and 
religious institutions to oppose God and oppress His people. 

John now sees Satan standing on the shore where a beast rises 
out of the sea and another beast rises out of the earth. The 
beast from the sea is described with imagery taken from the 
four beasts of Daniel 7. In Daniel, they represent four successive 
world empires, but here in Revelation they are used to describe 
this one beast. This beast from the sea embodies all the evil of 
previous empires, and therefore it most likely represents any 
political entity that opposes God’s people. Satan gives political 
entities throughout history a power that denies the truth about 
God and therefore perverts God’s design for government.   8

There is little doubt that the first-century Christians would have 
associated this beast with the Roman Empire, but this beast is 

    See Romans 13:1-78
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also a reoccurring entity. John describes it as having a mortal 
wound that is healed (v. 13:3). This simply means that although 
oppressive empires are eventually judged and destroyed, other 
oppressive empires arise and continue the onslaught against 
God’s people. This beast is Nero, the Roman Empire, Mao 
Zedong, Stalin, the Khmer Rouge, Nazi Germany and so on.  

The beast that rises out of the earth represents the deception 
and false teaching that come from human institutions and even 
from within the church itself.  Why do so many people place 9

their hope in government or political systems like communism, 
socialism or capitalism? Why do so many people buy the lies 
that human institutions or ideologies can save the world from 
its constant corruption? In the words of G.K. Beale:  

“Whereas the first beast speaks loudly and defiantly 
against God, the second beast makes the first beast’s 
claims sound plausible and persuasive.”  10

And the church is certainly not exempt. How many preachers 
and teachers accommodate cultural trends and apologize for 
Christian truth? Satan is not stupid. He uses things that look like 

    Later called the false prophet (v. 16:13, 19:20, 20:10)9

    Beale, 27910
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Christianity and sound like Christianity in order to get Christians 
throughout history to compromise their allegiance and witness 
for Christ and to conform to the cultural norms and pressures of 
the society around them.  

How many people in our own country today are compromising 
their witness and trading it in for an American nationalism?  

The false prophet subtly causes people to take on a spirituality 
that ultimately hasn’t submitted to the reign of God and Christ. 

Revelation purposely attempts to divide all people into one of 
two camps. You either have the mark of the beast and face the 
wrath of the Lamb or you have the mark of the Lamb and must 
suffer the wrath of the beast.  That is why John exhorts us once 11

again to be wise (v. 13:18) and to endure with faithfulness in our 
allegiance to Christ no matter what it may cost us (v. 13:9-10).  

This continues a grand theme that we find throughout the book: 
Christians should not always expect physical protection from 
tribulation, but Christians can hope for spiritual protection in the 
midst of the tribulation that will come. 

    Notice the contrast in the mark of the beast language in v. 13:16-18 versus the 144,000 in v. 14:1-5.11
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The Final Battle: The Beast’s Defeat and Our Deliverance 

(v. 14:1-15:4) 

Chapter fourteen once again brings us to the end of history. 
John sees all of God’s people dwelling with God in the New 
Heaven and New Earth and singing a new song of a new exodus 
that only the redeemed can sing.  Only those who remain pure 12

(spiritual virgins) and follow Christ (the Lamb) as living sacrifices 
set apart for God (first fruits) can rejoice in the end. They are 
those who have not bought the lies of Satan (blameless).  13

However, for everybody else that dwells on the earth, God’s 
judgement is inevitable, and it will be horrific. Unbelievers will 
be forced to acknowledge the Lord while being punished in His 
presence (v. 14:10).  This is the great day of the Lord’s harvest 14

where the wheat is gathered into His barn, but the weeds are 
bundled up to be burned (Matthew 13:24-30). And the smoke of 
their torment will continue to rise forever and ever, and all those 
who have opposed God and oppressed His people will have no 
rest for all of eternity (v. 14:11). 

    This is the same group described in chapter seven as well as the same song described in v. 5:9. The final song in 12

this section reflects the song of Moses after the exodus of God’s OT people (compare v. 15:3-4 with Exodus 15:1-18).

    These are the descriptions given of all believers in Revelation 14:4-513

    See also Philippians 2:10-1114
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In the midst of such horrific imagery, we are reminded that it is 
better to endure tribulation now than to experience the final 
judgement of God later.(v. 14:12). 

But what does it mean to endure the tribulation in this world? 

It means to keep the commandments of God and to remain 
faithful to Christ no matter the cost (v. 14:12-13). Die to yourself 
now and you receive eternal rest later; seek rest for yourself 
now and you receive an eternal death later. 

The resurrection of Christ has initiated the end times spiritual 
conflict. Without a case to make against God who has proven 
Himself as just and the justifier of those who have faith in Christ, 
Satan has been cast down from accusing the saints in heaven, 
and has now set his sights on abusing the saints on earth.  

But Christians can conquer the powers of darkness by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their witness (v. 12:11). The 
blood of Christ is our spiritual shield, the word of our witness is 
our spiritual sword and a willingness to die is our call. At the end 
of the day, this is our only weapon for the war in the wilderness. 
We ought to shutter at the thought of ever compromising it.   
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