
Letter to the Romans 
Study 7: The Results of Justification

The apostle Paul has been making his argument concerning the righteousness 
from God that is received through faith in Christ alone. Now, in chapter five, he 
begins a transition of thought in light of the case that he has built concerning 
our justification. From v. 1:18-3:20, Paul has proven our need to be justified, and 
in v. 3:21-4:25, Paul has revealed the only way we can be justified before God. 

Now starting in v. 5:1 and continuing on through v. 8:39, Paul begins to show us 
what our justification guarantees us. And the principle point that is being 
communicated over the next four chapters is that in light of the life-altering 
gospel of justification by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, the 
Christian can rest assured that his future glorification by God is guaranteed.

For the modern Christian who finds himself unfamiliar with doctrinal terms 
(whether by lack of interest or lack of teaching), the guarantee of a future 
glorification may simply arouse a casual coziness or warmth of feelings about 
what heaven has in store for us. Therefore, it might be helpful to first consider 
three big reasons why we ought to live in hope of this future glorification. 
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Our glorification by God means that: 

1. We will one day look upon the radiant splendor of God’s glory fully 
displayed. We will actually see God as He is in His fullness.

2. We will also share in this glory and once again fulfill our created purpose to 
be the image bearers of God’s glory which we fall drastically short of doing 
in our current sinful state. We will be perfected.  

3. We will experience the renewed universe set free from its bondage to decay. 
We will live eternally in a universe that has been perfected. 

We will see God in His fullness, we will be made perfect, and we will dwell 
in a perfected universe. One can only imagine what this could possibly look 
like, but who in their right mind wouldn’t rejoice in the hope that this will one 
day take place? Our justification by God’s grace guarantees us this experience. 

Now, there are three big things that Paul mentions here that are the results of 
our justification. He says that since we have been justified through faith:

1. We have peace with God.
2. We have access to God.
3. We have hope of future glory with God.

Man has no greater need in life than to be on terms of peace with God. Man 
doesn’t need the peace of God as much as he needs peace with God. Paul is not 
talking about a ‘feel-good’ peace experienced by a calm heart. He is speaking of 
the reconciliation of two sides at war with one another. We are no longer God's 
enemies. We are no longer the opposition. 
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How many people turn to Jesus in hope of joy, healing, satisfaction and 
fulfillment without realizing that what they need and must have first is these 
terms of peace with God? Without this peace with God, man cannot expect all 
the other things that he seeks from Him. 

Man cannot approach God on any other terms except through this peace that is 
offered to us through Christ our Lord. That is our primary need, and it must be 
understood as such.
 
Next, once we are on terms of peace with God, we have access to God. We now 
have been granted access to the presence and power of God. The Greek word 
used here for access means ‘to be brought into the presence of’ or ‘to be introduced’. 

We have no chance of a meeting with the President of the United States unless 
we know someone close to him in the White House. In the same way, we have 
no chance of standing in the presence of God without being brought into His 
presence by His Son. This is what the Bible is describing when it speaks of Jesus 
as our Advocate, our High Priest and the one who clothes us in righteousness. 

How many people live under the false assumption that they have more access 
than they actually have? 

How many people are expecting to walk right into heaven when in fact they’re 
going to be turned down at the door? 

We need a credential. The cross of Christ is our credential. It bears His name, 
and He is our only access into the graces and blessings of God’s power and 
presence. 
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Therefore, the man who is at peace with God and who now has access to God 
can rejoice in hope of the future glory of God. In light of what God has already 
done for him through his justification, the Christian can live with a favorable 
and confident expectation of his future glorification by God. It gives us 
confidence in God’s love for us and that He is always working towards what’s 
best for us eternally. The Christian can see past the here and now and look out 
onto the horizon of where He’s going. There’s a greater place and a greater life 
and it’s with a great God and it lasts forever. It is guaranteed that God will 
certainly complete what He has already begun through our justification.

Now, the apostle Paul adds that the Christian also has reason to rejoice in his 
sufferings. Not to rejoice in the midst of our suffering or to rejoice in spite of our 
suffering but to rejoice because of our suffering. The Christian can take pride in 
his suffering. 

So what exactly does that mean? Because rejoicing in your suffering can sound 
somewhat twisted and a little perverted?

The truth of the matter is that the Bible confirms that suffering is the narrow 
path that leads to glorification and produces maturity along the way (8:17). It is 
suffering that produces perseverance because something must be endured in 
order to persevere. 

Enduring times of suffering is what produces character. It’s gained experience. 
Think about it, the seasoned veteran who has experience in enduring the good 
and the bad possesses a quality of character that the young rookie does not. 
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And all of this is what leads to hope — a confident expectation. Because our 
faith is strengthened through our suffering as we’ve experienced the ever-
increasing proof of God's faithfulness and love. Our suffering has a way of 
placing our focus back on the only source of real hope, confidence and certainty. 
It forces us to remember that our reconciliation, relationship and future with 
God is certain no matter what our circumstances may seem to be telling us.
The Christian always has a reason to rejoice no matter his present reality. The 
truth of our reconciliation, relationship and future with God is the comforting 
hug from God that holds us whenever we’re hurting. 

Facing suffering by drinking from the proverbial fountain of our justification by 
grace alone will leave us refreshed and revitalized. Facing suffering by drinking 
from a fountain of our good works will always leave us dry and exhausted. 

When we view life through the lens of working for our justification, we’ll begin 
to run the religious gauntlet. We’ll begin believing that, “I’ve got to do more. I’ve 
got to do better. God is displeased with me. God is punishing me. I’ve done something 
wrong. God is not listening to me. I’ve got to try harder” until we are crushed and 
buried by the weight of what we’re having to go through. 

The Christian may not know the reason why he is suffering, but justification by 
grace alone assures him that his suffering can’t be because God doesn’t love 
him. God doesn't punish Christians; He's already punished Christ.   
     
So how can we know for sure that this hope of future glory by God and with 
God is valid? How do we know for sure that it's true and not just something we 
are wishing to be true? How can we know for certain that God truly loves us 
and will definitely finish what He has started in us? 
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Paul gives us two ways we can know for sure:

1. God proves His love through the Holy Spirit’s conviction. Paul describes this 
as God pouring His love into our hearts (v. 5). It is the act of the Holy Spirit 
indwelling us and overwhelming us with an indescribable assurance that we 
are in fact children of God. You just know because you know. (8:15-17)

2. God has proven His love through the cross (v. 8). God gave Himself over to 
the horrific act of suffering the punishment of all sin through the brutality of 
a torturous death on a cross for us, His undeserving and rebellious enemies, 
who are in opposition to Him. If that was all we knew about God, is that 
alone not enough to trust that He loves us and is looking out for our best 
interests even when our circumstances might tell us otherwise? (8:31-39)

If God was willing to suffer the brutality of the cross for us, can we not trust 
that He is for us and not against us? If God was willing to adopt us into His 
family while we were still His enemies, can we not trust that He will continue to 
work for our good now that we are His children? When we consider what God 
has granted us and guaranteed us through His gracious act of justification, can 
we not rest assured with confident expectation that God will indeed make sure 
He finishes what He’s started for us?  

Our justification by grace alone gives us reconciliation, relationship and hope 
for a future with a God who loves us more than we ever dared to believe. We 
can rest assured in this hope because God’s amazing love was declared and 
demonstrated in an unprecedented way. While we were His enemies, Christ still 
died for us. No one but the Christian can claim such a great love from such a 
personal God. If while His enemies, God extended His hand of peace and 

LETTER TO THE ROMANS - STUDY 7: THE RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION !6



offered us a seat at His table, how much more now as His children can we trust 
that God is surely looking out for us with nothing but love?

Only the Christian can draw from the proverbial fountain of justification by 
grace alone and drink the refreshing reminder that God’s love supersedes any 
and all of our present realities. We’ve been given peace, we have access, and 
there is hope for the future. It’s a done deal, God will finish what He has 
started.
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