
REVELATION 
Study 9: Judgement Upon the World System 

In chapter sixteen, John focused on the destruction of those 
who bore the mark of the beast and who worshiped its image. 
Now, in chapters seventeen through nineteen, John focuses on 
the destruction of the beast and false prophet. They represent 
the powers of darkness that work behind the scenes of what is 
nicknamed here in this section as ‘Babylon the Great’.    

Here in Revelation, Babylon represents the one over-arching 
kingdom of this world. It represents the world system that 
permeates all societies, nations and empires. It is not referring 
to one specific nation at one specific point in history, but rather 
represents all forms of evil nations and governments that come 
to power in this world from the resurrection of Christ until His 
return. The first-century readers would have understood this 
Babylon as representing the Roman Empire. However, it also 
represents all nations and empires just like the Roman Empire 
leading up to the one last world empire at the end of history. 
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A nation or empire that would fall into being a part of Babylon is 
any form of government that engages in sinful activity and then 
causes its people to embrace its own sinfulness. These chapters 
explain God’s final judgement against this sinful world system. 

In this section, governments or nations that engage in the 
sinfulness of this world are described as kings of the earth who 
have committed sexual immorality with the great prostitute. 
This woman personifies the powers of darkness that seek to 
entice empires and intoxicate mankind with all sorts of evil.  

However, also in this section, we see Christians personified as 
the virgin bride of Christ. This is meant to provide a sharp 
contrast with the prostitute in order to encourage us to remain 
pure and unstained by the world system that often seduces us. 
To give in to the pressures of society is to give in to sleeping with 
the prostitute. It is spiritual adultery. It is losing your virginity (v. 
14:4) and purity for Christ because you simply could not resist 
the seduction of what this world promised to do for you.   

Christians are being warned once again. God will one day judge 
the world system and all of those who take part in her sins.      1

    Compare the language used in Revelation 17-19 with the language used in Jeremiah 51. Also compare the swiftness 1

of the destruction in Revelation 18:8 with Isaiah 47:9. 
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As we examine this section covering the destruction of Babylon, 
we will divide this study into three parts — the prostitute, the 
bride and the groom. 

The Prostitute: The Kingdom of this World 

(ch. 17-18) 

This section provides more detail about the sixth and seventh 
bowl which is why one of the seven angels who had the seven 
bowls explains this vision to John. The angel informs John that 
this is a vision of God’s judgement against Babylon and the 
beast. Again, Babylon in Revelation represents the first-century 
Roman Empire but even more so the wicked world system that 
permeates such empires. It does not represent a particular 
geographical locality but "a demonically-directed economic and 
spiritual reality present throughout the church age.”  2

This wicked world system (or the one kingdom of this world) is 
described here as the prostitute who rides the beast  in order to 3

emphasize the alluring and seductive nature of this world and 
the way that it continually draws people away from Christ.   

     G.K. Beale, Revelation: A Shorter Commentary, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015), 3602

     Remember that the beast represents reoccurring political entities throughout history that oppose God’s people. 3

�3



The language used to describe the prostitute symbolizes the 
seductive appeal that worldly economic systems can have in the 
various ways that they promise affluence and pleasure for their 
people. This is why John tells us elsewhere to not love the world 
or the things in the world. If anyone falls in love with what this 
world offers him, then a true love for God is not in him.  4

While chapter seventeen gives us the details pertaining to what 
precipitates the judgement of Babylon, chapter eighteen and 
nineteen focus more on the actual judgement of Babylon.  All 5

the way up until the end of history, the kingdom of this world 
will lead people to get drunk off of a certain level of materialistic 
prosperity and personal comfort that will remove any desire in 
such people to resist the corruption that this system may cause. 
John uses graphic language from God's judgement of ancient 
Babylon  to describe how this final Babylon will be completely 6

dismantled and destroyed in judgement. 

How many of us living in America today are so addicted to our 
own levels of prosperity and personal comfort that we overlook 
how we might be compromising with our society to keep them?  

    1 John 2:154

    The world system corrupted by Satan and collectively made up of the prostitute, beast and false prophet.5

    See Jeremiah 516
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The drinking of the prostitute’s wine is not necessarily referring 
only to those acts that could be labeled as blatant idolatry and 
immorality. It is also accepting society's religious and idolatrous 
demands in return for the economic comfort that giving in to 
the society might provide for you. Therefore, to drink the wine 
here "refers to one's willingness to commit idolatry in order to 
maintain economic security."  This willingness to compromise is 7

intoxicating. It begins a vicious cycle towards your own spiritual 
destruction that blurs your vision and disorients you to being 
able to discern between truth and a lie that sounds like truth. 

Whenever people indulge themselves in the materialism of this 
world it "blinds them to see God as the source of real security 
and numbs them against fear of a coming judgement.”  It is a 8

type of spiritual drunkenness that hinders you from seeing the 
world with the mind of Christ.  And so, Christians throughout 9

history are being warned to resist being intoxicated with the 
things of this world and to be filled with the Holy Spirit  instead 10

who guides us into a life of faithfulness and spiritual sobriety.   11

    Beale, 3837

    Ibid., 3648

    1 Corinthians 2:169

    Ephesians 5:1810

    John 16:1311
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John exhorts Christians to separate from the kingdom of this 
world lest we share in her judgement. This does not mean that 
we can move to some other geographical location that is not 
under the same powers of darkness nor does it imply that we 
should completely withdraw from the society in which we live. It 
simply means that while we live in this world we must be faithful 
representatives of another world and be willing to suffer the 
consequences for this conflicting kind of dual-citizenship.  

We must be willing to patiently endure ostracism from society, 
economic consequences, exile, imprisonment and even death. 
All of which were consequences being experienced by those in 
the seven churches that John addressed in the first three 
chapters of Revelation.  

Whenever a pleasure-addicted society is mixed with a power-
addicted government, God’s people become a target. However, 
John reveals how God will lead such institutions to inevitably 
devour themselves. The history of world empires proves that an 
age of decadence is always the beginning of the age of downfall. 
Chapter eighteen concludes with a song of sadness among the 
people, but it is a sadness over their own loss of luxury and 
personal comforts more so than any sadness over their sin.  
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The Bride: The Kingdom of God 

(ch. 19:1-10) 

Chapter nineteen begins with a different kind of song. The great 
multitude of God’s people are rejoicing and praising God for His 
justice. We are told that God has judged the great prostitute 
who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged 
on her the blood of his servants. This is the climatic answer to 
the saints’ prayers for vindication (v. 6:10).  

In order to keep the proper perspective on God’s judgement of 
those who oppose us, we must never forget that His judgement 
is always primarily carried out for the sake of His own name and 
reputation. We are vindicated in the process but only because of 
our association with His name. God is primarily concerned 
about the vindication of His own name and the demonstration 
to the world that He alone is just and righteous. This is why the 
smoke of the unbeliever’s torment and of Babylon’s destruction 
goes up forever and ever.  Hell is not a place of unsolicited 12

torture for those that God rejects; it is an eternal demonstration 
of perfect justice being carried out against a world that rejected 
Him. Therefore, we must understand that hell glorifies God too. 

    See Revelation 14:11 & 19:312
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After praising God for His perfect justice, the great multitude of 
God’s people go on to praise Him for our consummated union 
with Christ. It is here that God’s people are personified as the 
virgin bride — the wife of the Lamb.  13

We are those whom God has made ready for our eternal union 
with Christ, and those who also make ourselves ready for this 
union by remaining faithful to Christ here on earth. This does 
not imply that we somehow have to make sure that we earn our 
way to heaven, but rather that the righteousness that God gives 
us through our faith in Christ must always lead to a life of 
faithfully living out that righteousness. This carries on the 
exhortation to not soil your garments (v. 3:4-5) nor to be found 
naked when our Lord returns (v. 3:18;  16:15). 

We must make ourselves ready for our eternal union with God. 
This means that we must remain faithful to Christ and not cheat 
on Him with the prostitute that is this world. Christ loves all of 
His people as a perfect husband ought to love his bride, and we 
will seek to stay faithful to Him when we remember that He 
gave His life for us and cleanses us from imperfections in order 
to clothe us in splendor and with the radiance of God’s glory.  14

    Compare the description of the prostitute in Revelation 17:1-5 with the description of the bride in Revelation 21:9-14.13

    See Ephesians 5:25-27 & Revelation 21:9-1414
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The Groom: The King of Kings 

(ch. 19:11-21) 

Chapter nineteen concludes with the most detailed description 
of Christ’s second coming and the judgement of the world found 
in the book of Revelation. Christ initially came into this world to 
redeem His bride from her bondage, and one day He will return 
to destroy those who have tried to hurt her.    

Our King first came and gained His crown by riding into town on 
a donkey as the Suffering Servant  who would be slaughtered 15

like a Lamb. However, here we see a vision of our King returning 
to consummate His Kingdom by riding into this world on a white 
horse as the Heavenly Warrior who will devour His enemies like 
a Lion. The Beast and False Prophet will be thrown into the lake 
of fire, and the rest will be slain by the sword that comes from 
His mouth. In the beginning, God spoke and the world was 
created, and in the end, God will speak and the world will be 
destroyed.   And so, Revelation has brought us to the end of 16

history once again. The kingdom of this world will become the 
kingdom of our Lord, and we will be united to Him forever.17

    See John 12:12-1515

    See Matthew 25:4116

    See Revelation 11:1517
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