
BASIC 
PART 1: FEAR GOD

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 
wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:7) 

It is absolutely crucial for us to first and foremost have a healthy 
understanding of where we stand in relation to God. He is the Creator and 
Lord over His creation and we are His rebellious creatures. He is a holy and 
perfect God, and we are His creation that has become tainted with sin. True 
wisdom starts with a healthy reverence and a fearful humility before a 
Mighty God. Fearing God is more than just highly respecting Him!  

Read Exodus 19 

And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am coming to you in a thick 
cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and may also 
believe you forever.”… And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and 
warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD to look and 
many of them perish. (Exodus 19:9 &21) 

Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning 
and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people 
were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off and said to Moses, 
“You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, 
lest we die.” (Exodus 20:18-19) 
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❖ Question #1: Would you say that the Israelites respected God or feared 
Him? Explain your perception of God after reading Exodus 19? 

You see, God wasn’t playing around. Every time we see someone in the 
Bible experience the presence of God the reaction is always the same. They 
are absolutely terrified!  

Our God is a Holy God and the nature His Holiness creates an environment 
that is incapable of allowing the presence of sin. It’s not so much that God 
doesn’t allow sin in His Presence; He is incapable of allowing it. Think of the 
simple laws of nature when it comes to fire and gas. Because of the chemical 
nature of fire it’s impossible for gas to remain for a moment in its presence. 
The split-second that gas approaches fire, the fire consumes it and the gas 
perishes. Because of the spiritual nature of God’s Holiness, sinful man has no 
chance whatsoever to withstand being in the presence of a Holy God. So 
there’s our dilemma. 

❖ Question #2: Have you ever considered the infinite separation between 
us as sinners and a Holy God? Would you say that you have an 
appropriate fear of God? 

God warns the Israelites of immediate death if they came too close to the 
base of the mountain where He was present. However, a very interesting and 
similar scene takes place 1500 years later when Jesus is present on earth with 
His disciples.  
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And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, 
and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his clothes became radiant, intensely 
white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter 
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three 
tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did 
not know what to say, for they were terrified. And a cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my 
beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no 
longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. (Mark 9:2-8) 

Peter, James, and John go up a mountain with Jesus when all of a sudden He 
transfigures into a state that is so intensely white that the only way Peter 
knows how to describe it is that no one could possibly bleach their clothes 
that white. Peter said that he was terrified and didn’t know what to say in that 
moment. And then they are suddenly surrounded by this cloud and they hear 
a voice from the cloud and there is no question what is going on - these guys 
are right in the middle of the presence of God! 

❖ Question #3: So what’s the difference? Why did these sinful men not 
drop dead in the presence of the Almighty Holy God? 

Jesus is here to bridge that infinite gap between sinful man and a holy God. 
Jesus, who the Bible describes as the radiance of the glory of God and the 
exact imprint of his nature, has come on behalf of God and behalf of man. 
Man has no access to God unless he goes through Jesus and Jesus alone. The 
only way we can even begin to approach the holy presence and glory of God 
is through a close relationship with the only one who can grant us access. 
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❖ Question #4: Since we’ve now gained a better understanding of how 
much we should fear God, how much more important does a 
relationship with Jesus seem now? Have you ever considered how 
arrogant it is to assume that you can approach the presence of a Holy 
God apart from a close relationship with Jesus? What are some specific 
ways in which we try and approach God apart from Jesus? 

The fear of the LORD leads to life, and whoever has it rests satisfied; 
he will not be visited by harm. (Proverbs 19:23) 

An appropriate fear of God will lead us to the appropriate response to Jesus. 
We will run to Him, cling to Him, love Him, worship Him, thank Him and 
follow Him wherever He leads. You see, a healthy fear of God places us back 
in our proper position before Him. 

Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, 
that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not 
sin.” (Exodus 20:20) 

  
If we are ever going to have a proper understanding of God’s love and grace, 
we must first and foremost have the proper understanding of His Holiness 
and why we should fear Him. There is peace to be found in properly 
understanding the awesome power of our Holy God. We are told that this 
awesome God views us who trust in Jesus as His very own children and 
bride. A relationship with Jesus becomes even more precious to us as we find 
rest and security in knowing that the All-Knowing, All-Powerful Sovereign 
God over all things is looking after us like a good father cares for his 
children and his bride. 
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What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
(Romans 8:31-32) 

❖ Question #5: Rather than consuming us and giving us what we deserve - 
immediate death - God spares us and takes the life of His sinless and 
perfect Son, Jesus. How has a better understanding of God’s holiness 
changed your feelings about Jesus and the cross?  

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  
(Ecclesiastes 12:13) 
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