
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Study 1: Belief in God 

What is a creed? A creed is a statement of belief that is then 
accompanied by an action. Two-thousand years ago, Jesus 
entered into this world for the purpose of reconciling this world 
to the Father through His life, death and resurrection.  

The first mention of the Apostles’ Creed occurred around 390 
AD in a letter from a church assembly in Milan. It may have been 
associated with the belief that was widely accepted in the fourth 
century that, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, each of the 
Twelve Apostles contributed to an article of the creed. 

The Apostles Creed contains the essence of the gospel as well as 
an understanding of who God the Father, Jesus the Son and the 
Holy Spirit are as revealed in the New Testament and some of 
the Old Testament. The creed itself is not found in the Bible, but 
the concepts are rooted throughout the Scriptures.  
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The Apostles Creed reads as follows: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic* church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* There are some slight variations to the Apostles Creed, but this 
is the most common version used throughout church history.   
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Over the course of this study, we will break the creed down and 
hopefully bring a greater understanding to the basic essentials 
of the Christian faith.   

We will break the Apostles’ Creed down into six sections: 

1. Belief in God 
2. The Sovereignty of the Triune God 
3. The Identity of Jesus Christ 
4. The Death, Resurrection and Reign of Jesus Christ 
5. The Life of the Holy Spirit 
6. The Works of the Holy Spirit Through the Community of 

Believers 

And so, in this first study, we will begin with ‘Belief in God’. 
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Belief in God 

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty” 

It has only been in recent history that the human race really 
struggled with the existence of God. And in today’s culture, 
people seem to like the idea of being in control rather than 
giving up control to a god they do not know or care about.   

I sometimes get asked, “If God is a god of love, then why is there 
so much evil? And what about the small tribes in Africa who may 
never hear about the claims of Jesus?”   

My response is, “What you are really saying to me is that if you 
were God then you would be doing a much better job of running 
this planet.”   

So if you were God what would you do differently and how 
would you get people to believe in you and stop hurting each 
other and themselves? The only real logical is answer is to take 
away their ability to choose or I can take the route of saying 
there is no god and take that position and proclaim it as my 
own.   
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Encountering God 

So how do we arrive at an accurate view of God?   

Our first encounter with God is somewhat based upon our 
relationship with our earthly fathers. Now some may proclaim, “I 
didn’t have a dad in my life,” but the fact that your earthly dad 
may have been missing still impacts your relationship with God. 
Some may have had a dad, but whether or not he was absent, 
abusive, judgmental or really great, it still impacts one’s outlook 
toward God.   

❖ Discussion Question: What was your relationship with your 
father like and how has he impacted your relationship with 
God (for good or bad)? 

Calling God, our Father, is a unique and special privilege.  It 
could have been enough for God to save us, but He went an 
infinite step further by adopting us who believe in Jesus and 
who have placed our faith in Him.  
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The apostle Paul writes: 

His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his 
own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ.  
And this gave him great pleasure. (Ephesians 1:5)                                                                                                                                                                                    

Our second encounter with God tends to come through our life 
experiences. These can include my church experience, the joys 
or pains I have experienced, or even brutal earthly tragedies.  
When we experience pain in life, it will either draw us towards 
God or cause us to move further away from Him. (Why?)   

❖ Discussion Question: What church did you grow up in and 
how did that experience impact your view of God? If you didn’t 
grow up in church what were your thoughts of God? 

Another encounter we have with God comes from what others 
have proclaimed or experienced with Him. Everyone on earth is 
searching for something and everyone has questions that need 
some answers. However, many of us tend to be pretty lazy and 
just ‘cheat off the work of others’ rather than sincerely searching 
for answers on our own. This doesn't mean that I should just 
completely disregard what others say; it just means that I should 
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do some research and seek to find out if what is being said is 
true or not. It has often been said that those who do not read 
are at the mercy of those who do.  

❖ Discussion Question: How do the tragic acts of humanity or 
natural disasters affect your view of God? 

We can tackle this topic from a million different directions, but I 
want to focus on what we believe about God and how we arrive 
at that understanding. As stated above, we tend to put a variety 
of ideas and thoughts into a blender and then add a few Bible 
verses (potentially out of context) and some church experiences 
and then blend it all up into a bitter and messed up god-cocktail.   

If we are going to have an accurate view of God then we must 
learn to see Him as He sees Himself regardless of how we want 
Him to be seen.   

❖ Discussion Question: Do you believe the Bible to be God’s 
Word and without fault? 
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In the book of Deuteronomy, we read the following: 

Listen, O’ Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD along. 
And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, 
all your soul, and all your strength. (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) 

Our thoughts affect our feelings, our feelings move us to action, 
and our actions affect our destiny. If my thoughts of God are off 
(even just slightly), what impact will that have on my life?   

Having a right and accurate view of God is essential for our lives, 
and if our views are off then that will affect how much belief we 
will actually place in Him. The Apostles Creed was set in motion 
to bring to life (in Cliff Notes form) the essentials of the Christian 
faith. The first part of this creed is “I believe in God, the Father.”   

Where do most humans place their beliefs in?  

The author of Hebrews writes, “Without faith it is impossible to 
please God” (Hebrews 11:6). Faith and trust are crucial and 
without them, we are in serious trouble. However, we cannot 
just place our faith in anything and think we will be good. All of 
our hope, faith and trust must be placed in God and God alone.   
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❖ Discussion Question: Why is it so difficult to trust and place 
all of our faith in God?   

The Attributes of God 

“The heaviest obligation lying upon the Christian Church 
today is to purify and elevate her concept of God until it is 
once more worthy of Him — and of her. In all her prayers 
and labors this should have first place. We do the greatest 
service to the next generation of Christians by passing on 
to them undimmed and undiminished that noble concept 
of God which we received from our Hebrew and Christian 
fathers of generations past. This will prove of greater 
value to them than anything that art or science can 
devise.”  1

“My thoughts are completely different from yours,” says the 
Lord; “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.”   

“For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher 
than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)   

    A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, 4 (For the record, I highly recommend you read this book.)1
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That being said, God has made His ways known to man. It will 
just take us an eternity to grasp the depths of God. Only God 
can know God. What this means is that if God doesn’t intervene 
and dwell within man then man is left with a finite mind to try 
and grasp an infinite God. 

❖ Discussion Question: Describe God? 

God is infinite which means that He has no beginning and no 
end. He has always been and will always be. Since this is true of 
His character that means all of his attributes have the same 
traits. God is self-sufficient which means that He needs nothing 
to sustain Himself. Tower writes: 

“The problem of why God created the universe still 
troubles thinking men; but if we cannot know why, we can 
at least know that He did not bring His worlds into being 
to meet some unfulfilled need in Himself, as a man might 
build a house to shelter him against the winter cold or 
plant a field of corn to provide him with necessary food.  
The word necessary is wholly foreign to God.”     2

    Tozer, 332
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God is unchanging (Immutable). This means that He never 
differs from who He is and if God did change then it would make 
Him no longer perfect.  

Since He is unchanging and doesn’t grow and doesn’t need to 
learn then we must understand that He is omniscient. This 
means that He possess perfect knowledge and knows all things.  
There is nothing He cannot know.  

Because He knows everything, He therefore possess all power 
and sovereignty. God is omnipotent which means that, “[He] 
possess what no creature can: an incomprehensible plenitude 
of power, a potency that is absolute.”    3

Since God possesses all knowledge and power then He must 
have the ability to transcend time and space. This means that 
God is omnipresent. God possesses many other infinite qualities 
such as holiness, love, mercy, grace and forgiveness. What we 
must grasp about God is that all of His attributes are equal and 
one does not rise above another. 

    Tozer, 653
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❖ Discussion Question: What attribute of God do you feel like 
you have the most trouble trying to grasp and comprehend? 
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