
STUDY 1: FEAR OF GOD 
Hebrews 12:28-29 

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for 
our God is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:28-29) 

History has repeatedly shown us that every kingdom ever created by man in his 
own strength and intellect has eventually been shaken, conquered and replaced 
by other men who assume they can construct something bigger, better and 
greater. And we not only see that in the history of great world empires, but we 
also see that throughout the history of human philosophy, science and reason.  

As you look around the world today, you ought to take note that apparently it 
wasn’t supposed to be this way. You see, the grand theory of the intellectual elite 
during the Enlightenment of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries told us 
that mankind is progressing and improving. It was strongly believed and 
seriously taught that mankind was making great progress in eradicating our 
problems and on its way to establishing political and cultural stabilizers that 
would lead to world peace. It was thought that the twentieth century was going 
to be the era when man’s ability to reason would shine and peace for the world 
was on the horizon. In the eyes of the intellectual elite, man had finally arrived.  

We were told that crime, poverty and war could be solved through politics, 
education and culture. Many believed that war was a result of different people 
groups not understanding each other. So if we could only invent easier ways to 
travel the globe and understand other cultures then we could put an end to war.  
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Well, let me ask you, what do you think about this theory now? Never before in 
the history of civilization have the cultures of the world been more accessible 
and more connected. And yet instead of world peace, the twentieth century gave 
us two World Wars among other wars, and still every time you turn on the news 
or pick up your daily newspaper you hear of wars and more rumors of wars. 

We were told that poverty and crime were a result of people being uneducated 
and all that was needed to bring an end to these things was more education. The 
great German philosopher, Immanuel Kant, once wrote,  

“How then is perfection to be sought? Wherein lies our hope? In 
education, and in nothing else.” 

Well, what do you think about this particular theory? Does more education 
offer mankind real hope for perfection and world peace? The world has never 
been more educated than it is today. And yet what are we to make of our 
progress with crime and poverty? Do you see its end on the horizon? Is the 
world any closer to perfection and peace than it was two thousand years ago? 

So what are to make of these things? Was the “enlightened intellectual elite” of 
the previous centuries just a little off in their prediction of when man would 
finally arrive to a point of solving all his problems, and so all we really need is 
more time to keep progressing in the areas of politics, culture and education?  

Let me ask you this…  

❖ Are you surprised or disappointed by the condition of the world today? 
❖ Can you explain what’s going on in the world today and why it is as it is? 
❖ And do you have hope for the future despite what we see in the world today? 
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Well, I’m here to tell you something that history keeps confirming over and over 
and over again. If you are standing on anything other than the inspired Word of 
God Himself then you are standing on something that history has proven will 
be shaken, conquered and inevitably crushed.  

If you are looking to make sense of this world through the latest scientific, 
philosophical or political theories of men then you are standing on a fault line 
waiting to shake the ground underneath you and swallow you up at any 
moment. And some of us need to hear this… If you’re putting your hope in a 
presidential candidate, a political party or the constitution of the United States 
then you too will find yourself eventually shaken and crushed by your false hope 
in such a fragile foundation.  

The King of kings and the written Word of His Kingdom are the only things that 
have proven the test of time and therefore continue to provide the only proper 
explanation for why the world is the way it is despite man’s great “progress” over 
the last few centuries.  

You see, the truth of the matter is that modern man is really no different than 
his ancestors. Our sins are the same as they have always been just with our own 
specific modern twist. Man is the same as he has always been even though the 
clothing is different. Man’s fatal mistake has not changed, and the Scriptures are 
clear on what that mistake is at its core.    

As Scripture repeatedly tells us, Man’s fatal mistake is (and always has been) 
that he lacks a real fear of God (Psalm 36:1; Romans 2:18). Man in his sinful 
nature lacks a real fear of God in his heart, mind and soul.  
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In his great letter to the church in Rome, the apostle Paul declares that the most 
basic and fundamental explanation for man’s sinful condition is that: 

There is no fear of God before their eyes. (Romans 2:18) 

This verse that Paul writes to describe the condition of man is a direct quotation 
from Psalm 36. In Psalm 36:1, David is describing how as he looks around at 
the depravity and wickedness of the world around him, it speaks to him. It 
reveals to him that ultimately the explanation for why man is the way he is and 
therefore why the world is in the condition we find it in is because there is no 
fear of God in the eyes of mankind. 

This is the recurring error of man throughout every generation that has ever 
lived on this earth - man’s failure to fear God and his assumption and feeling 
that he’s got everything in life under control. The greatest danger for us all today 
is to think that we’ve got everything under control and to forget that everything 
is actually ‘under God’. 

Man’s problem and the problem with the world today is not a lack of progress. 
Man’s problem and the problem with the world today is a lack of fear. 

What is the Fear of God? 

So if the root cause of man’s sinful condition is a lack of fear then we need to 
have a good understanding of this particular fear that we lack? What does 
Scripture have to tell us about the fear of God? 
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Well, the fear of God is the foundational element in the life of a true believer. 
We have to have a serious fear of God before we’ll ever have saving faith in Him. 
That is why we are choosing to start here. Scripture consistently confirms this: 

❖ The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. (Psalm 111:10) 
❖ The fear of God is the beginning of knowledge. (Proverbs 1:7) 
❖ The fear of God prolongs life. (Proverbs 10:27) 
❖ The fear of God is the fountain of life. (Proverbs 14:27)  
❖ The fear of God leads to life. (Proverbs 19:23) 
❖ The fear of God leads to friendship with God. (Psalm 25:14) 
❖ The fear of God brings God’s presence and protection. (Psalm 34:7-9) 
❖ The fear of God invites God’s mercy. (Luke 1:50) 
❖ The fear of God leads to fruitfulness in our prayers. (Psalm 145:19) 
❖ The fear of God brings God’s blessing. (Psalm 128:1-5) 

Lacking a real fear of God is where we first go wrong in life and where we set 
our life and this world off its intended course. 

When Scripture speaks of the fear of God as we’ve already mentioned, it’s not 
necessarily talking about being afraid of God. Although it is to a certain extent, 
if we limit the fear of God to being afraid of Him, we would be missing the real 
essence of what the fear of God really is. After all, there are many unbelievers in 
the world who are afraid of what the possibility of a sovereign God might mean 
for them, and who are actually afraid of God’s potential judgement against 
them. But that's not what Scripture refers to when describing the fear of God.  

I believe the author of Hebrews has given us good direction when it comes to 
what Scripture means by a real fear of God. As we read at the beginning, he 
writes,  
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Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for 
our God is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:28-29) 

According to Scripture, the fear of God is not simply just being afraid of God or 
His judgment but rather being overwhelmed with wonder before the greatness 
of God and the depth of His love for us. It is a deep sense of awe and wonder at 
the holiness, power and reality of God. It paralyzes any sense of pride in 
ourselves. It leads us to bow before God amazed at His glory and beauty. This is 
why the apostle Paul speaks of the love of God as “constraining” or “controlling” 
us in 2 Corinthians 5.  

The fear of God is a felt understanding of God that captivates you (grabs you) 
and causes your heart, mind and soul to truly worship Him with humble 
reverence and awe. Like seeing the Grand Canyon for the first time, you are 
taken back and almost breathless at the magnificence and mystery of it all.  
This is the way we ought to be looking at our God. This is the way we ought to 
be approaching Him in prayer. Do you rush into God's presence? Or like the 
author of Ecclesiastes warns us, do you “watch your step” when you begin to 
come before God in prayer (Ecclesiastes 5).  

Are you captivated by the holiness, power and reality of God? Does the realness 
of God’s presence in your life constrain your thoughts and emotions and control 
the way you respond to the world around you?  

As 'The People of God', we ought to be walking around this world like the 
Israelites were in the Exodus with a captivating sense of God's greatness, God's 
glory, God’s sovereignty and God's majesty. 
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So the pivotal question facing all of us today as the church in this country and 
culture is… Do you and I possess a real and proper fear of God as described and 
commanded throughout God’s Word? Are we as the church in America 
operating out of a real reverence and awe at the reality of our God? 

As we’ve already stated, the fear of God is more then a mere feeling towards God 
or about God. Scripture often commands the fear of God. Now think about 
that for a minute. You cannot command feelings. You command actions. 
Therefore what does the fear of God look like practically and how can we make 
sure we do this? 

How Can We Begin to Live Out of a Real Fear of God? 

Let’s look at three practical ways that we can begin to live out of a real fear of 
God. And all three of these can be gathered from our text in Hebrews.  

1. Reflect on our heritage as ‘The People of God’. Take time to study and 
contemplate the character of God revealed in the entirety of Scripture. If you’ve 
spent the majority of your life reading the New Testament (NT) then start 
reading the Old Testament (OT). 

Have you ever believed or been told that the God of the OT is a God of justice 
and wrath and the God of the NT is a God of mercy and grace? Somebody 
walked in here tonight believing that. The God of the NT is the same God of 
the OT because our God does not change. He is who He is.  

The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is the same God that we get to call “Our 
Father” today in prayer. Start studying the OT and see if that doesn’t begin to 
overwhelm you with a renewed sense of awe and wonder.  
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The author of Hebrews refers to our God as an all-consuming fire. That’s a 
reference from Deuteronomy, but how well do we understand that description? 

Our God is the Creator of the cosmos. The Architect of Noah’s ark. The God of 
the Exodus. The Blazing Glory of the burning bush. The Pillar of Fire and the 
smoking mountain of Sinai. The Author of all the covenants. The Promise-
keeper concerning the Promised Land. The King of all Israel’s kings. And the 
Ruler exercising His authority over all rulers of the earth in the exile and return 
of His people. He is the God who orchestrates history and empires, and we 
know Him as the God that sent His Son into the world granting us the 
incredible privilege to now call Him “Father”. That ought to blow our minds.  

Scripture tells us that we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for God’s own possession (1 Peter 2:9-10). Once we were nobody and 
just normal people, but now we belong to the long line of those considered ‘The 
People of God’. Reflecting on our heritage is a good first step toward walking in 
fear of God. He is and has always been an all-consuming fire that cannot be 
contained. 

2. Refocus on our true allegiance as ‘The People of God’. Honestly, we all need 
to stop worrying so much about what people may say or do to us because of our 
faith, and many of us need to stop stressing out so much about what people are 
saying and doing to Christianity in America. Now, of course we must not 
compromise our faith to appease the culture, but we don’t need to go on a holy 
crusade to take over the culture either. We need to stop living and reacting out 
of a fear of the world around us and refocus on where our ultimate allegiance 
lies in the first place. 
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The author of Hebrews tells us that we ought to be grateful because we have 
received a Kingdom that cannot and will not be shaken by anything in this 
world.  

Let me ask you this. In conversations concerning the country and the cultural 
issues of our day, do you enter those conversations primarily as an American 
patriot or as an ambassador of the Kingdom of God?  

Are you proud of your Christianity? Do you consider it an incredible privilege to 
be counted among ‘The People of God’?  

We need to desperately remember who we are. We belong to the King of kings 
and to a Kingdom that cannot be shaken. No matter what happens to 
Christianity here in America, we belong to a Kingdom that is going nowhere, 
and no matter what someone may say or do to you here on earth, the God of 
creation calls you His “son” and is waiting to give you the entire universe as your 
inheritance. How foolish are we to live in fear of the world around us? So we 
can definitely pledge allegiance to the flag as American patriots but let's first 
refocus on our ultimate allegiance as ‘The People of God’ who belong to a 
Kingdom that is not of this world. 

3. Respond to the world as ‘The People of God’. The author of Hebrews tells us 
that in light of reflecting on our heritage and refocusing on our true allegiance 
as ‘The People of God’, we ought to respond with acceptable worship to God. 
The apostle Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians 6: 

For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will make my 
dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. Therefore go out from the world, and be distinct as 
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my people. Touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and I will be a 
father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord 
Almighty."  

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 
defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of 
God. (2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1) 

So what is the acceptable response as 'The People of God'? Holiness. Or 
godliness. To be like our God and Father. To have the family resemblance. To 
reflect what our God is like to the rest of the world around us. 

What does this look like? 

Well, using the cultural issues we mentioned earlier as examples... 

❖ It means you find a way to try and love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you rather than passionately promoting their annihilation through a 
nuclear bombing. Their annihilation is under God's authority. I'm not talking 
about what American foreign policy should be, I'm talking about what 
Kingdom principles are. And may we never forget that one of the first radical 
religious terrorist to plague the Christian church was a man named Saul of 
Tarsus. We know him as the apostle Paul and the author of most of the NT. 

❖ It means you take in the foreigner and help the stranger even if it requires 
sacrifice and some risks on your part. Again, I'm not talking about what 
American immigration regulations should be; I'm talking about what the 
Kingdom of God is. We belong to a Kingdom without borders that is meant 
to be a refuge for a hurting world. 
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❖ It means you defend life. ALL life. Not just the lives and livelihood of those 
who look like you, act like you and agree with your worldview. You defend 
the lives of all who have been created in the image of God. All lives matter. 
You defend the lives of those aborted but you also pray and reach out to those 
who are doing the aborting. Their lives matter too.  

❖ And it means you stand up against the sexual revolution in this country with 
unwavering consistency. You uphold God's design for marriage by speaking 
the truth in love to the homosexual community AND to those in the 
Christian community violating God's design for marriage through premarital 
sex, pornography or just simply a poor effort to love their wives like God 
commands us to love our wives. You be a man of conviction, but you be a 
man who is consistent. 

You see what's happening? 

As 'The People of God', we don't really get to take one of the normal positions 
held by those on both sides of these issues. We don't really get to pick one of the 
two sides most commonly offered in this world because we belong to another 
world entirely. We don't operate out of a fear of the world but out of a real fear 
of our God. 

We are not to be liberal. We are not to be conservative. We are to be godly. 
When given the multiple choices, more times than not, we have to check the 
box 'other'. And that's what it looks like to live with a healthy and Biblical fear 
of God. 

Scripture sums it up for us... 
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But what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD 
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments 
and statutes of the LORD, which are commanded for your good? 
(Deuteronomy 10:12-13)  

Therefore, the end of the matter is this. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of all mankind.  
(Ecclesiastes 12:13) 

Lets reflect on our heritage and refocus on our true allegiance in order to 
respond to this world in the right way as 'The People of God'.   

The greatest danger for all of us today is to think that we’ve got everything 
under control and to forget that everything is ‘under God’.  

No matter what the climate of our culture may be, no matter what this country 
attempts to do to our Christianity, we ought to be walking around this world 
with confidence and a captivating sense of God's greatness, God's glory, God’s 
sovereignty and God's majesty.  

God currently rules and God currently reigns, and we belong to His Kingdom 
that cannot and will not be shaken. If we wish to respond to the climate of our 
current culture with any real influence and power at all, we as the ambassadors 
of God’s Kingdom must first and foremost live our daily lives out of a real and 
recognizable fear of God. 
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