
STUDY 1: LET GO 
Mark 10:17-27 

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be 
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples 
were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how 
difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 
God.” And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can 
be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not 
with God. For all things are possible with God.” (Mark 10:23-27) 

According to various statistics, over seventy-five percent of the world’s 
population lives on less than ten dollars per day ($3,650 per year). And 
according to these same statistics, nearly fifty percent of the world’s population 
lives on less than two dollars per day ($730 per year). Therefore, in light of these 
statistics, if we have food in our fridge, clothes in our closet and a roof over our 
heads then we are wealthier than seventy-five percent of the world’s population. 
If you have any money in the bank or spare change in a jar then you are in the 
top eight percent of the world’s wealthiest people. Although we are quick to 
deny it, the average American Christian is excessively rich! 

In Mark’s Gospel, we read about a particular encounter between our Lord and a 
man notoriously known as the Rich Young Ruler. As Mark recounts the story, 
we find Jesus and His disciples packed up and getting ready to head out of town 
on their way to Jerusalem. They are ready to begin their journey when all of a 
sudden this guy comes running up to them desperately wanting to talk to Jesus. 
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It’s a fairly interesting scene because most people who approached Jesus like this 
were either really sick, possessed by some sort of demon, or a serious sinner 
looking for forgiveness and freedom from their burdens. However, this guy 
seemed to have it all together. He was young, extremely rich, and obviously very 
successful. But something was bothering him, and he was hoping Jesus could 
help him out.  

So this guy falls at Jesus’ feet and asks him one simple question. “Good teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

Now, how would you answer that particular question if someone asked you?  

We might expect Jesus to say something like, “Just put your trust in Me as your 
Lord and Savior and then I’ll come into your heart and you’ll be saved.”  

However, Jesus gives this man a different answer. Jesus actually gives this man 
something to do. Jesus tells him to “Go and give away everything you own. Then 
come follow Me, and you will be saved.” And if we’re honest with ourselves, this is 
the part of the story where we look at what Jesus says to this man and begin to 
write it off as a little too dramatic and little too radical to be taken seriously. We 
begin to look for the “hidden meaning” of this message rather than just 
admitting that Jesus wasn’t messing around with this man.  

As much as we trivialize and try to write off what Jesus says here, the Rich 
Young Ruler immediately recognizes that Jesus is dead serious. There’s no 
confusion here. The man doesn’t even challenge or question what Jesus is saying 
or asking of him. Instead, he simply hangs his head in sorrow and walks away 
heartbroken at such a difficult demand. 

MONEY TALKS - STUDY 1: LET GO !2



So what’s going on here? Why would Jesus seem to give this man such a difficult 
answer to his question concerning what we must do to inherit eternal life?  

Well, the Rich Young Ruler walks away heartbroken because our Lord had just 
exposed the real condition of his heart. And for the first time in this man’s life, 
he realized that he was more devoted to his money than he was to his God. Jesus 
gave him a clear-cut choice to make, “What do you treasure more? Do you want 
Me or your money?” And as we see this man sadly walk away from Jesus, we see 
the overwhelming control that money can have over those who have a lot of it.  

“How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of 
God!” (Mark 10:23) 

What if Jesus told you to give away everything you own? Imagine life without 
our nice houses, without our nice cars, without our iPhones and iPads, no nice 
restaurants, no more designer jeans and dress shirts - just some Wranglers with a 
white Haynes T-shirt and Jesus. Are we cool with that? And if not, what does 
that tell us about our love for Jesus?  

You see, that’s the problem. Jesus is not out to get our money. He’s on a mission 
to capture our hearts. Jesus never implies that it’s a sin to be rich. Jesus doesn’t 
imply that poor people are better than rich people. Jesus is not even teaching a 
lesson on greed versus generosity here. Jesus is simply saying that it’s impossible 
to enter the Kingdom of God when we are clinging to anything else other than 
Him as our King. And that’s what He’s saying here to the rich young man… 

“You want to go to heaven? Well, the only way to do that is to put all your hope and 
trust in Me, and I know that the only way that you’re ever going to truly do that is to 
sacrifice all the stuff that you’re trusting in now.” 
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Whatever it is that you value most in life, whatever it is that you just can’t let go 
of, that is the thing that has your heart and that may be the very thing blocking 
your entrance into the Kingdom of God. 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)  

Now in observing the account of this story, we might notice that Mark 
mentions how Jesus loved this man. Isn’t that interesting? Why mention that?  

Well, more than likely, our Lord’s love is mentioned here because Jesus actually 
understood and felt this man’s struggle. Jesus Himself knew what it was like to 
be a Rich Young Ruler. He knew what He was asking was difficult. However, He 
wasn’t asking this man to do anything that He hadn’t done already.  

Jesus had equal status with God. Jesus was God. But He didn’t cling to His 
status as God. Instead, He freely gave up His privileges of being God and took 
on the status of a servant becoming a man just like you and me. And not only 
did our Lord become a man, but He then suffered and died to pay the price for 
us to have the incredible gift of eternal life. Jesus knew all too well what it was 
like to give up everything that you have for the benefit of someone else. 

Though He was in the form of God, Jesus did not cling to His status as God 
but made Himself nothing by taking on the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. (Philippians 2:6-7) 

A good measure of our Christian condition is whether we find great difficulty or 
great opportunity in giving away large amounts of our money and wealth. If our 
Lord Jesus freely let go of the supernatural privileges of being God then why are 
we as His people clinging so tightly to the superficial privileges of being rich.
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