
SIMON & THE SINFUL WOMAN 
LUKE 7:36-50 

I want to share a story about an encounter between Jesus and a religious leader named 
Simon.   

In this particular story, Simon invites Jesus over for a meal in his home. And as Jesus is there 
reclining at the table, a woman who had a bad reputation in town comes in uninvited, and 
she begins to weep at Jesus’ feet. She then begins to wash his feet with her tears and her 
hair, and she kissed his feet and anointed them with some expensive perfume.  

This is obviously causing a scene, and so as she’s doing this, Simon begins to say to himself, 
“If this man were truly a great prophet then he would know what kind of woman this is that is 
touching him and doing these things.”  

But Jesus knows what Simon is thinking, and so he asks Simon if he can share a story with 
him. Simon agrees, and so Jesus shares this story. He says:  

“There was once a moneylender who had two guys who owed him money. One owed him 
about two years worth of wages, and the other owed him two months worth of wages. And 
when the time came to pay their debts, neither one of them could pay. But the moneylender 
was so gracious and so generous that he decided to cancel both of their debts and just wipe 
their record clean.”  

And so Jesus looks at Simon and says, “Which of these two guys do you think loved the 
moneylender more?” 

And Simon answered, “I guess the one with the greater debt — the one who owed him two 
years worth of wages.”  

And Jesus said, “You’re right.”  
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Then Jesus turns toward the woman, but he’s still talking to Simon, and he says, “You see this 
woman Simon? You invited me into your home and yet you didn’t offer any water to wash my 
feet. But this woman has washed my feet with her tears and her hair since the moment she 
walked in here. You didn’t welcome me with a kiss, but this woman has been kissing my feet 
since the moment she walked in here. And you didn’t anoint my head with oil, but this 
woman has anointed my feet with this expensive perfume. You see Simon, her sins, which 
are many, have been forgiven and that’s why she loves so much. Those who are forgiven of 
much, love much, but those who are forgiven of little, love little.” 

Then Jesus looks at the woman and reassures her saying, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

Now this gets the attention of everyone at the table because now they’re thinking, “Who is 
this man who is acting like he can forgive sins like that!?” 

But Jesus doesn’t acknowledge them. He just keeps looking at the woman and he says, 
“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

Our Story 

Is there anyone that you feel like you can identify with in this story? 

There was a long time in my life where I was a lot like Simon. I was a good person, and I was 
interested in Jesus, but I didn’t really realize how much I needed God's forgiveness. 

But now I’ve learned that every single time that I miss the mark of living up to what God 
created me to be, I accumulate a debt to God. And whether this debt is enormous or small, 
it is a debt that I cannot pay off.  

But like the moneylender in the story, God is a generous and merciful God who will 
graciously forgive the debt of anyone who desperately asks for his forgiveness.  

And so I have learned the lesson that Jesus was teaching Simon here in this story — that a 
right relationship with God is not about our goodness; it’s about his forgiveness.
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