
REVELATION 
Study 10: Judgement Upon the Devil Himself 

In chapter twelve, we entered into the second half of Revelation, 
and we were introduced to the evil empire that works behind 
the scenes of this world to oppose God — Satan, the Beast and 
False Prophet (the world system) and those with the mark of the 
beast (the followers of this world).  In the chapters that have 1

followed, we have been given visions of God’s final judgement 
upon these three entities in order from the least to the greatest.  

In chapters fifteen and sixteen, we were given a vision focused 
on God’s final judgement upon the followers of this world (those 
with the mark). In chapters seventeen through nineteen, we 
were given a vision focused on God’s final judgement upon the 
world system (the Beast and False Prophet). And now in chapter 
twenty, we are finally given a vision focused on God’s final 
judgement upon the Devil Himself. 

    See Revelation 12-14 and Study 7: Behind the Scenes1
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Chapter twenty begins the final section of Revelation, and as we 
have seen repeatedly throughout the book, it starts by bringing 
us back to the time of Christ’s resurrection and then carries us 
all the way up to His return at the end of history and beyond.  2

The previous section (ch. 17-19) ended with the warrior-like 
return of Christ and His utter destruction of the entire world. 
Therefore, chapter twenty is better understood as a new section 
that does not necessarily describe events that take place after 
chapter nineteen chronologically, but rather describes a new 
vision that John sees after the vision of the previous section. 

It should be pointed out that probably more books have been 
written on this chapter in Revelation than all the other chapters 
in the book combined. This is by far the most heavily debated 
portion of the book, and therefore we must always hold our 
view with humility and a respectful ear towards those with 
different interpretations than our own. However, that being 
said, we can have confidence in the strength of our own view as 
we see that our interpretation of this particular chapter will flow 
naturally from a plain reading of the text and fit right in sync 
with our interpretation of the rest of the book.            

    This happens seven times throughout the book (ch. 1-3,  4-7,  8-11,  12-14,  15-16,  17-19  &  20-22). 2

�2



As we examine this section covering the destruction of Satan 
himself, we will once again divide this study into three parts — 
the binding of Satan, the reign of the saints and the final war 
and judgement. 

The Binding of Satan: The Devil Disarmed 

(ch. 20:1-3) 

John sees a vision of an angel throwing Satan down into the pit 
and binding him for a thousand years. This prevents him from 
being able to deceive the nations until he is released for a little 
while at the end of this set period of time. It is upon his release 
that he does in fact deceive the nations into gathering together 
for a final war against God’s people (v. 20:7). 

So, when does (or did) this binding of Satan take place? 

This binding of Satan is probably describing what took place 
immediately following the resurrection and ascension of Christ. 
This would mean that the binding of Satan in 20:1-3 is the same 
event described earlier in 12:7-9.  Satan has been restrained 3

and has limited power apart from God’s permission to do things. 

    Notice the obvious similarities in the language being used and what is being described. 3
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So, what does it mean that he can no longer deceive the nations 
because it seems like he is still deceiving people here and now? 

This might allude to two very specific kinds of deception. First, 
Satan can no longer keep the nations in a state of spiritual 
darkness. Before the resurrection of Christ and the spread of 
the gospel, the nation of Israel and those associated with her 
where the only people who had any revelation about God. What 
about all the other peoples, nations and tribes spread all over 
the world who never came into contact with the nation of Israel? 
They were lost in utter darkness and under the power of Satan. 

Consider how the apostle Paul described his mission: 

I have been sent to the nations to open their eyes, so that 
they may turn from darkness to light and from the power 
of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins 
and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in 
Christ. (Acts 26:18)  4

The resurrection of Christ has disarmed the powers of darkness 
from being able to keep the world spiritually blind and hopeless.  

    See also Acts 13:47, 14:16, 17:304

�4



This is why followers of Christ are commanded to go and make 
more followers of Christ among all of the nations.  Because of 5

Satan’s deception, Adam failed to fulfill his mission to multiply 
and fill the earth.  Because of Satan’s deception, Israel failed to 6

fulfill its mission to be a light for all the nations.  But through 7

the work of Christ, Satan has now been disarmed of any power  
that could deceive and prevent the church from fulfilling its 
mission to make disciples of all nations.  

Adam failed, Israel failed, but the kingdom of God will not fail. 
Christ has reversed the curse of Satan’s deception in the garden 
and now has bound Satan from being able to pull off that kind 
of deception again. Satan cannot stop the kingdom of God from 
advancing toward its global takeover.  8

                  
The second kind of deception that might be alluded to here is 
what we see directly from the text itself. Satan cannot deceive 
the nations into gathering together for a collective assault on 
God’s people. Only when he is released can he do this (which he 
does in 20:7), and even this is a part of God’s sovereign plan. 

    Matthew 28:195

    Genesis 1:286

    Isaiah 49:67

    Matthew 16:19 & 24:148
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We must take notice of where 20:3 leaves off, and where 20:7 
picks back up again. Satan is released after the thousand years 
of being bound and immediately does what? His first act upon 
His release is to deceive the nations into gathering together for 
a final battle against God’s people. Apparently this is something 
that Satan desperately desires to do, but something that God 
will not allow him to do until God is ready to destroy the world. 
Therefore, Satan is currently bound and restrained from being 
able to gather all the nations for a final battle against God’s 
people.  9

  
And so we have good reason to see the binding of Satan for a 
thousand years as being the disarming of his power (to keep the 
nations in darkness and to gather them together for war) that 
took place at Christ’s resurrection and continues up until the 
little bit of time just prior to Christ’s return. This goes along with 
the rest of the NT. Jesus has bound the strong man to plunder 
his goods.  Jesus has cast Satan down and given His followers 10

greater power over him.  And Jesus has disarmed the powers 11

of darkness and stripped Satan of any power over death.    12

     This deception which gathers the nations for the final war has already been described in 16:12-16, 19:19-20  &  20:8.9

    Matthew 12:29  &  Mark 3:2710

    Luke 10:18-19  &  John 12:31-3211

    Colossians 2:15  &  Hebrews 2:1412
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The Reign of the Saints: Reigning and Waiting 

(ch. 20:4-6) 

After seeing the vision of what has happened to Satan, John now 
sees a vision of what’s going on in heaven because of that. John 
sees thrones  in heaven and the souls  of all of God’s people 13 14

from the time of the resurrection until the return coming to life 
and reigning with Christ for a thousand years. This is described 
as the first resurrection.  

So what is the first resurrection and the second death (v. 20:6)? 

The first resurrection is our spiritual resurrection that takes 
place during this present age. When we die (first death), our 
souls are resurrected (first resurrection), and we begin to reign 
now with Christ as we await the end of history where we will 
receive an imperishable glorified body fit for the eternal New 
Earth (second resurrection).  When a follower of this world dies 15

(first death), he is separated from God until the end of history 
where he too receives an imperishable body (at the second 
resurrection) fit for the torment of eternal hell (second death).  

    The word ‘thrones’ is used 46 times in Revelation and not once does it refer to an earthly throne.13

    The souls of those who have remained faithful are likely the same group described in v. 6:9.14

    See 1 Corinthians 1515
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We might break it down as follows: 

❖ First Death — Followers of Christ and followers of this world 
both experience physical death during life here on earth. 

❖ First Resurrection — Followers of Christ experience a spiritual 
resurrection when they die on earth. They go to be with Christ 
immediately and begin to reign with Him.  Followers of this 16

world do not experience this first resurrection. 
❖ Second Resurrection — Followers of Christ and followers of 

this world both experience a physical resurrection at the end 
of history where they are given imperishable bodies. 

❖ Second Death — Followers of this world are given 
imperishable bodies and are thrown into eternal hell. 
Followers of Christ do not experience this second death.  17

They are given imperishable glorified bodies and then enter 
into eternal life in the New Heavens and New Earth. 

Therefore, when we die today, we immediately begin to reign 
with Christ while also waiting until that day that we receive new 
physical bodies at the end of history. This is why Paul declares 
he’d rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  18

    See Luke 23:4316

    See Revelation 2:10-11,  20:6,  20:14  & 21:817

    See 2 Corinthians 5:8 and also Philippians 1:23-2418
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So what is the significance of the thousand years? 

The majority of the numbers used in Revelation are used in a 
symbolical manner. Therefore, the number one-thousand does 
not necessarily mean a literal thousand years but rather “points 
more to the idea of a fullness of time allowed by [God] at the 
end of which will surely come the ultimate victory of Christians 
who have suffered.”  It signifies the idea of completeness.  It 19 20

represents the full amount of time predetermined by God 
between the resurrection and the return of Christ.  
  
Imagine how this would have encouraged those suffering in 
first-century Smyrna. It is as if John is saying,  

“Stay faithful and patiently endure the tribulation that will 
come upon you. It’s going to be worth it. If you endure 
then you will receive a reward that makes the suffering of 
this present time not even worth comparing.  Be faithful 21

unto death! You may suffer ten days of tribulation, but 
you will then reign with Christ for a thousand years.”  22

      G.K. Beale, Revelation: A Shorter Commentary, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015), 44619

      See also the measurements of the eternal city in v. 21:16 and the full number of God’s people in v. 7:4-9.20

      See Romans 8:1821

      See the letter to Smyrna in v. 2:8-11 and the significance of 1000 years being exponentially more than 10 days.22
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And so we have good reason to see the reigning of the saints for 
a thousand years as being the very thing that takes place now 
when we die. It is yet another gracious blessing from the hand 
of God that ought to encourage us to remain faithful no matter 
the cost. If we die, we will live. If we endure, we will reign.   23

The War and Final Judgement 

(ch. 20:7-15) 

At the end of the thousand years, Satan is released, and he 
immediately deceives the nations into gathering together to 
declare war upon God’s people. The war and final judgement 
described in 20:7-10 is the same war and final judgement that 
was described in 16:17-21 and in 19:17-21. In those passages, 
Christ comes back to slay the world with the sword from His 
mouth and cries out one last time, “It is finished!” This gives us 
even more reason to believe that everything described in 20:1-6 
must be things that precede this war and the return of Christ. 

The war is not really a war at all. The followers of this world 
gather in opposition to God’s people, but then God pours out 
His final judgement upon the world suddenly and decisively. 

    See 2 Timothy 2:11-1223
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The greatest and final enemy of God, Satan Himself, is now 
thrown into the lake of fire with the Beast and False Prophet.  

This chapter concludes with what we have already described as 
the second resurrection and the second death. The followers of 
this world are raised from the dead, given imperishable bodies 
and then judged according to all that they had done in their life. 
The entire evil empire and all those it has influenced are thrown 
into the eternal hell while all of those who’s names have been 
sealed and secured in the book of life  enter into eternal life. 24

We do not suffer under this final judgement of sin because our 
Lord (as the Lamb of God) has already suffered that judgement 
on our behalf.  

Here, we are reminded of Christ’s warning to the church in 
Sardis. We must never back away from our identity and our 
reputation as followers of Christ. When we are faithful in 
confessing His name, He is faithful in keeping our name in the 
book of life.  And so this chapter encourages all Christians with 25

the powerful message that the devil has been disarmed, and the 
kingdom of God cannot be stopped. We reign now in living, we 
will reign in dying, and we will reign forever in the life to come. 

    Elsewhere described as ‘the book of life of the Lamb who was slain’ (v. 13:8) and ‘the Lamb’s book of life’ (v. 21:27).24

    See Revelation 3:525
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