
THROUGH LOVE SERVE ONE ANOTHER 
GALATIANS 5:13-15 

The apostle Paul has concluded his appeal for the Galatians to live in Christian freedom as 
children of promise and adopted sons of God rather than as slaves to the elementary system 
of trying to earn God’s favor through moral performance and religious conformity. Paul has 
thoroughly explained how Christ has set us free from the vain pursuit of trying to earn our 
righteousness, and now the Christian who lives in faith can live in freedom knowing God 
already regards him as righteous in Christ. 

In concluding his appeal, Paul has declared: 

“For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness. For in Christ, legalism toward sin nor a license to sin should ever be 
our focus; only faith working itself out through love.” (5:5-6) 

This is the grand statement that drives all of the apostle’s application throughout the rest of 
his letter (5:13-6:10). The entire final section of Paul’s letter to the Galatians is the apostle 
explaining how the Christian works out their faith through love by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Paul begins by giving a general statement and principle on the application of 
Christian freedom (5:13-15). He then proceeds to work out the implications of this principle 
(5:16-25). And then finally concludes with some practical ways of applying this principle to 
our daily lives (5:26-6:10). This entire final section of Paul’s letter reveals how true saving 
faith in Christ will always powerfully work itself out through love.  

Perhaps no other word in the English language has been so manipulated and so 
misunderstood as the word ‘Love’. I would argue that possibly one of the greatest 
contributing factors to our culture’s rejection of absolute truth and our struggle with 
authority is our twisted ways of redefining love. Our culture’s embrace and radical 
redefinition of what we call ‘Tolerance’ has come about on account of our complete 
misunderstanding of what it means to truly love someone.  
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True love is the willing sacrifice of yourself for the ultimate good and eternal redemption of 
someone else. Contrary to what our culture teaches, true love is NOT compromise and the 
avoidance of confrontation in order to keep someone comfortable and happy. Sadly, this 
modern redefinition of love focuses on self-fulfillment rather than sacrifice, and personal 
pleasure over the ultimate good. And tragically, this twisted view of love has a way of 
infiltrating our churches and perverting Christian freedom into sinful sensuality and self-
satisfaction. 

Those who accept this redefinition of love tend to promote personal freedom and a license 
to live however you please as long as you don’t hurt anyone else. They will mock and 
condemn opposing views that they don’t understand or agree with, and they will live their 
lives based on their own instincts, emotions and feelings. Those holding to this particular 
view of love believe that everyone ought to be free to do what feels right within themselves, 
and therefore any confrontation from others is considered completely intolerant and 
unloving.           

So how does this view of love infiltrate the church and pervert the Christian freedom that is 
defined here in the apostle Paul’s letter to the Galatians? 

It does so by leading to a false message that portrays God’s love for you as something that is 
concerned primarily with your personal happiness in this life. And so, Christian freedom is 
viewed as living however you please and doing whatever makes you happy as long as you 
do it in love. This twisted teaching of God’s love dangerously elevates God’s love over his 
righteousness and therefore encourages people to pursue happiness over holiness. 

And so, the manipulation and misunderstanding of love leads us into a way of life that is all 
about us and serving ourselves as long as we don’t hurt anyone else.  

But Paul warns us in 5:13: “… do not use your freedom as an opportunity to serve yourself, 
but through love serve one another.”  

2016  |  Unlimited Potential, Inc.  |  Terry Evans



Christian love powered by the Holy Spirit never promotes a life focused on our personal 
pleasure and happiness. Christian love powered by the Holy Spirit always produces a love 
for God and a love for others that has been motivated by the incredible love of Christ.   

Love for God 

Throughout the first half of chapter five (5:1-12), Paul has encouraged the Galatians to not 
lose their Christian freedom as those justified by faith in Christ alone. We must remember 
that the gospel should keep us from constantly working on our sin because God has already 
lovingly forgiven and accepted us. Now in the second half of chapter five (5:13-15), Paul 
encourages the Galatians to not abuse their Christian freedom as those justified by faith in 
Christ alone. We must not lose or abuse the freedom that Christ has given us. And we also 
must remember that the gospel should keep us from casually wandering through life in our 
sin because the God who has already accepted us is holy, righteous and good.  

Freedom from God’s Law should never lead us into lawlessness.  

As John Stott writes: “Christian freedom is freedom from sin, not freedom to sin.”  1

A true understanding of the gospel keeps the Christian confidently waiting on the God who 
has demonstrated his love for us in Christ and should keep us loving others while we wait. 

The Christian freedom we now have as those justified by faith in Christ does not give us 
permission to now go and live anyway that we want. God’s grace cannot be used and 
abused as a license for us to live however we desire while trusting that God will simply let it 
slide in the end. If you discover that this is your mentality towards the gospel of Christ then 
you must question whether or not you have truly understood or been transformed by the 
gospel in the first place. True saving faith in Christ will always powerfully work itself out 
through a passionate love for God and an unconditional love for others. 

   John Stott, The Message of Galatians, (InterVarsity Press: 1968), 1401
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The gospel of Christ does not motivate a life centered around personal pleasure; the gospel 
of Christ motivates a life of obedience to God’s Law out of a new love and desire to do what 
pleases him on account of what he’s so lovingly done for us.  

This is why the apostle Paul can seemingly preach against adherence to the Law and for 
adherence to the Law at the same time. The gospel transforms obedience to God’s Law from 
being a legal obligation to God into being an expression of our trust and love for God.  

Take marriage for example. The basic law of marriage is that the man and the woman are to 
remain faithful to the marriage relationship. Now which of the following two mentalities is 
the more appropriate motivation for carrying out this law of marital faithfulness?  

1. Trying to remain faithful to my wife because our marriage contract legally obligates me to 
do so?  

2. Or trying to remain faithful to my wife because that is the way I can express my love and 
committed devotion to her?  

Both of these are ways of upholding the basic law of marriage, but only one is the proper 
way of doing what truly brings joy and pleasure to my wife.  

Obedience to the law of marital faithfulness does not necessarily make me a good husband. 
In fact, if my main motivation for remaining faithful to my wife is the legal obligation to do so 
then I’ll more than likely be a horrible husband.  

And so, the true follower of Jesus who’s been transformed by the gospel of Christ will view 
obedience to the Law not as a legal obligation to God but rather as an opportunity to show 
and express our devotion and our love for him instead.  
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Love for Others 

Paul is revealing how true saving faith in Christ will always powerfully work itself out through 
love. And so, Paul goes on to declare in 5:14 that: 

“… the whole law is fulfilled in one word:  
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

It seems like such a simple rule to live by, but we might consider the words of the great 
reformer Martin Luther in realizing its difficulty: 

“Let nobody think that he knows all about this commandment, ‘Thou shalt love they 
neighbor as thyself.’ It sounds short and easy, but show me the man who can teach, 
learn, and do this commandment perfectly. None of us heed, or urge, or practice this 
commandment properly. Though the conscience hurts when we fail to fulfill this 
commandment in every respect we are not overwhelmed by our failure to bear our 
neighbor sincere and brotherly love.”  2

Luther points out the way in which we often misunderstand and highly underestimate what it 
means to truly love others like we love ourselves. We assume that we’re doing it when in fact 
we’re hardly doing it. And even though we may realize various times that we are potentially 
failing in our efforts to love others, our failure to do so doesn’t burden or bother us as much 
as it ought to.  

Again, we might define true love as the willing sacrifice of yourself for the ultimate good and 
eternal redemption of someone else. And so, true love for our neighbor is compassionate, 
confrontational and costly. It requires us to sacrifice our own comforts in order to comfort 
those who need to be comforted. It requires our time and commitment as we may need to 
spend time listening and patiently instructing those in error and potentially having to say 
some hard things for someone’s ultimate good. And it requires a willingness to have our 
plans interrupted and a great deal of patience towards our family, our wife, our children and 
others who might desire or demand our attention and energy.  

   Martin Luther, Commentary on Galatians2
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Christian freedom is not an opportunity to serve yourself, but rather a call to serve others 
through compassionate, confrontational and costly love.  

As John Stott puts it: “Christian [freedom] is service not selfishness.”    3

What is your general attitude towards the world around you? Are you expecting the world to 
serve you more so than you feel a responsibility to serve the world? 

We might recall a time when Jesus once taught his disciples a profound lesson on the way in 
which a follower of Jesus is called to be a servant to all in this world.  

Jesus said: 

“You know the natural way of this world is to establish yourself in a position of higher 
status and higher authority over others around you. However, it shall not be so among 
you. Whoever desires to be great in my Kingdom must take on the role of a servant 
and become a slave to all in this world. For even the Son of God came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-45)  

   
The Love of Christ 

The call for us as Christians to obey the Law through our love for God and to serve the world 
through a compassionate, confrontational and costly love for others is an impossible 
standard of living apart from an understanding of the gospel of Christ. We will never find 
ourselves fulfilling this kind of love until we come to realize that this was not simply a 
principle taught by Jesus, but rather a pattern of his own life.  

As James Edwards writes: “The life to which the gospel calls believers is not an ethical 
system but ‘the way of the Lord’, of which Jesus is the pattern and incarnation.”   4

   Stott, 1423

   James R. Edwards, The Gospel According to Mark, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002), 3264
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The Christian is called to become a slave to all in this world because “even the Son of God 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

This is what sets Christianity apart and what makes it so unique. The purpose of every other 
great moral or religious leader in history was to live and be an example for others, but Jesus’ 
purpose in life was to die and be a sacrifice for many.  

Jesus selflessly offered up himself as the substitutionary and sacrificial payment to God in 
order to cover the debt accumulated by our own sin. Through his own willing sacrifice of 
himself for our ultimate good and eternal redemption, Christ has set us free from the vain 
pursuit of trying to earn salvation, and granted us the freedom of being justified before God 
by faith in him. 

Only the love of God demonstrated in the cross of Christ possesses the power to shatter our 
selfish pursuits to live for mere personal pleasure. Those truly captivated by the love of 
Christ, will find themselves truly motivated to live their lives in loving service to God and the 
loving service to others around us.  

A good measure of your Christian condition is whether or not your desire to lovingly serve 
others trumps your desire for personal comfort and pleasure. 

As those “called to freedom” because “Christ has set us free”, we ought to find ourselves 
truly loving God and loving others because of the way Christ has first loved us. Christ is the 
Son of God who sacrificed his status and took on the position of a slave in order to serve us 
and give his life as a ransom for many.  

If our Lord was willing to sacrifice the privileges of deity and endure the pain of the cross for 
our ultimate good and eternal redemption, then what is stopping us from sacrificing our 
own privileges and pleasures in order to serve him through our loving service of the world 
around us? 
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