
REVELATION 
Study 11: Restoration and the New Earth 

Following the final judgement of the world and the destruction 
of the earth, John sees a new vision of a new heaven and a new 
earth. The first heaven and earth infected with the sin-curse 
gives way to a new heaven and earth with no sin, no suffering 
and ultimately no death.    

The word ‘new’ here should be understood as something that 
has been transformed rather than as something that has been 
created out of nothing. Therefore, we can expect to see some 
continuity between this earth and the new earth to come. As 
G.K. Beale points out, “The new cosmos will be an identifiable 
counterpart to the old cosmos and a renewal of it, just as [our] 
body will be raised without losing its former identity.”  1

This section reveals the completed work of Christ to redeem 
creation from the curse of sin. It reveals the fulfillment of Eden. 

       G.K. Beale, Revelation: A Shorter Commentary, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015), 4641
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The ultimate purpose and plan of God has always been to dwell 
with a created people who glorify Him and enjoy Him forever. 
We see the beginning of this plan in Genesis with God in eternal 
glory, and now we see the end of this plan in Revelation with 
God and His people in eternal glory. And at the center of it all, 
we see the cross and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.    

God’s plan of redemption is best understood within the larger 
story of creation. Adam was placed in the garden of Eden where 
God dwelt among His people. However, Adam failed to be a 
faithful and obedient steward of God’s dwelling place and was 
kicked out of the garden paradise that God had created for him. 
Israel was later placed in the Promised Land where God dwelt 
among His people once again, but they also failed to be faithful 
and were kicked out of the Promised Land entrusted to them.   

After God’s people were kicked out of the Promised Land and 
God’s temple was destroyed, God began to speak through His 
prophets about a future restoration for His people that would 
not fail. This plan would not fail because it would rest upon His 
faithfulness to man rather than man’s faithfulness to Him. This 
is a restoration that began at Christ’s resurrection, and one that 
will be completed on that day He finally returns. 
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As we examine this section that reveals the new heaven and 
new earth, we will once again divide this study into three parts 
— restoration promised, restoration inaugurated and 
restoration consummated.      

Restoration Promised 

God dwelt with His people in the garden. God dwelt with His 
people in the wilderness.  And God dwelt with His people in the 2

Promised Land of Israel.  However, on account of their sin and 3

idolatry, God brought judgement upon His people by allowing 
the Babylonian Empire to conquer them and to destroy the 
temple in Jerusalem which was the dwelling place of God.      4

But God would stay faithful to His plan and still redeem His 
people. He promised to bring a future restoration for His people 
where the former things would not be remembered and where 
there would be no more sin, sorrow or suffering.  He promised 5

to bring a restoration that would expand cultural and ethnic 

    Exodus 29:44-46  &  40:34-382

    2 Chronicles 7:1-33

    2 Chronicles 36:17:214

    Isaiah 35:10,  51:11  &  65:17-255
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distinctions  and fulfill His original promise to bless the whole 6

earth through His people.  He promised to bring a restoration 7

where He would put His law within His people, and where He 
would once again be their God, and they would be His people.  8

And He promised to bring a restoration where there would be 
no more need for any physical temple , and where the glory of 9

His final dwelling place would be greater than anything that had 
ever preceded it.         10

Many Israelites would eventually return to the land and rebuild 
a second temple, but everyone knew that this return and 
rebuilding did not end up fulfilling the glorious restoration 
promised by God. After all, there is no spectacular description of 
God’s glorious presence descending upon that rebuilt temple as 
He had upon the first tabernacle and first temple. And so, God’s 
people were left still looking forward and anticipating a day 
where God would redeem them from their condition and truly 
fulfill the covenant that He made with their forefathers.    

    Ezekiel 47:22-236

    Genesis 12:1-37

    Jeremiah 31:32-338

    Jeremiah 3:16-179

   Haggai 2:1-910
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Restoration Inaugurated 

That redemption would come the day that God took on flesh 
and came into this world to dwell among His people in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Scripture declares Christ to be the 
second Adam, the promised seed of Abraham and the son of 
David who was faithful and obedient to God. Through His life, 
death and resurrection, Jesus has redeemed creation from the 
curse and inaugurated the final restoration promised by God.  

That is why Jesus is described to the church in Laodicea as the 
beginning of God’s creation.  And why Paul tells us that if 11

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  Through Him, God 12

has put His Holy Spirit within His people, and made them His 
new dwelling place. Christ is the cornerstone of the final temple, 
and we as followers of Christ are the living stones being built 
upon the foundation of His first apostles and the prophets.    13

And so, the resurrection of Christ inaugurated the restoration of 
the world. We are a new humanity. We are Israel. And we are the 
temple. God dwells within us now and will dwell with us forever. 

    Revelation 3:1411

    2 Corinthians 5:1712

    Ephesians 2:21-22,  1 Peter 2:4-613
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Restoration Consummated 

(v. 21:1 - 22:5) 

  
The future reality of God’s promise to bring full restoration for 
His people is revealed in this final section of Revelation. John 
describes a new heaven and new earth where there is no more 
sea (representing evil, chaos, idolatrous industry and death). 
Instead, there is the river of life and the tree of life symbolizing 
our return and restoration to an Eden-like paradise. As G.K. 
Beale points out: 

“There are indeed hints that the Garden of Eden was the 
archetypal temple in which the first man worshipped 
God… Not only was Adam to guard the temple, he was to 
subdue and fill the earth (Genesis 1:28). It is plausible to 
suggest he was to extend the boundaries of the Garden 
until it extended throughout the whole earth. What he 
failed to do, Revelation presents Christ as having finally 
done. The Edenic imagery beginning in 22:1 reflects an 
intention to show that the building of the temple, which 
began in Genesis 2, will be completed in Christ and His 
people and will encompass the whole new creation.”    14

    Beale, 50114
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Therefore, the new heaven and new earth is the final dwelling 
place of God where He will eternally dwell with His people in 
glory, and where they will truly glorify and enjoy Him forever. 
And this has been accomplished by the work of the only one 
who was ever worthy enough to execute this plan of redemption 
and restoration — Jesus Christ, the Son and Lamb of God.   15

“The curse of physical and spiritual death set on the 
human race by Adam in the first garden is permanently 
removed by the Lamb in the last garden at the time of the 
new creation. In primeval time, humanity was expelled 
from the garden sanctuary, and its entrance thereafter 
closed to sinful humanity. At the end of time, the 
redeemed will be ushered into the opened gates of that 
sanctuary again as a result of the Lamb’s work.”  16

The new earth is an eternal paradise full of the glory of God 
where humanity is His people and He is our God. This was the 
plan of God from the beginning. Our forefathers of the faith 
understood this as they viewed themselves as exiles here on 
earth and anticipated an eternal land built by God Himself.      17

    Revelation 5:9-1215

    Beale, 50216

    See Hebrews 11:10,  11:13-16  &  13:1417
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Now, the implications of our future reality impacts our present 
responsibility. And so, in light of this incredible future that God 
has prepared for His people, we need to live like those worthy of 
such a promise. It may help us to remember the following:   

❖ We are priests of a new temple. This means that we must seek 
our own purification from sin through the Spirit and keep all 
forms of idolatry from entering God’s kingdom community. To 
the degree that we keep ourselves and God’s people clean 
from sinful defilement, the presence of God’s glory with us 
and within us will shine  brightly for all the world to see.    18

❖ We are the bride of Christ. We are given a new name which 
identifies us with the character of God and as being in a 
marriage relationship with Him. Scripture repeatedly takes the 
most intimate union in the entire human experience — the 
consummation of marriage with your beloved virgin bride — 
and tells us that our relationship with God ought to match 
(and exceed) such intimacy. God wants us to desire Him and 
enjoy His presence now and forever. We ought to be asking 
ourselves, “What do I need to be doing in my own life to help 
cultivate my desire and affection for God?” 

    2 Corinthians 6:16-18,  7:1  & 1 Peter 2:5 18
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❖ We are a holy city. How often do people assume heaven is 
going to be some sort of spiritual existence floating in the 
clouds? Scripture reveals that our true destiny is an eternal life 
with physical bodies on a newly transformed physical earth. 
We will be a social entity for all of eternity which means the 
concept of community is not limited to this life here and now.  
Therefore, we as the redeemed people of God get to take part 
in the construction of His eternal city as we refuse to conform 
to this world and instead cultivate small communities of Christ 
followers that multiply and fill the earth until our Lord returns.  

In the third chapter of the Bible (Genesis 3), Satan, sin and death 
enter into the story, but in the third-to-last chapter of the Bible 
(Revelation 20), we have seen God finally remove Satan, sin and 
death from the story altogether.  This final section of the book 19

reveals the fulfillment of God’s plan of restoration for His entire 
creation accomplished by Christ. It is meant to encourage all 
followers of Christ at all times and in all places to overcome the 
various temptations to compromise with this world because 
only the one who conquers will have this heritage — God will be 
our God, and we will once again experience the fullness of His 
glory and receive the inheritance of a new perfected earth.

    However, we should remember that chapter divisions in the Bible are human contributions and not divinely inspired.19
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