
REVELATION 
Study 12: Conclusion to Revelation 

As we pointed out in the introduction to this study, Revelation 
was written as a pastoral letter in order to encourage Christians 
who were suffering for their allegiance to Christ. John began 
with a prologue and greeting to the original recipients of this 
letter, and now in this final section, we see him concluding with 
an epilogue and some parting exhortations for all those who 
would end up hearing the words of this prophecy. 

In our study of this crucial letter, we have exposed the error of 
assuming that this is a book only about the future and carefully 
examined how all of Revelation describes the unfolding conflict 
of the kingdom of God throughout the entire period between 
the resurrection and return of Christ. Therefore, as we declared 
from the outset, Revelation is not merely a description of events 
that will happen at the end; it is an exhortation confirming that 
the Incarnation, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ was 
in fact the beginning of the end. 
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In the first half of the book, we have seen the resurrected Christ 
standing in authority over the seven churches of Asia warning 
them of compromise and exhorting them to remain faithful to 
Him no matter what it may cost (ch. 1-3). We have seen the 
resurrected Christ ascending to the throne of God as the only 
one worthy enough to execute God’s plan of redemption and 
judgement (ch. 4-7). And we have seen the resurrected Christ as 
the one who actually executes God’s plan of judgement against 
those who oppose Him throughout history until the great day of 
His final judgement at the end (ch. 8-11).      

In the second half of the book, we have seen the implications of 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension on the spiritual realm, and 
we have been introduced to the powers of darkness that work 
behind the scenes of this world to oppose the kingdom of God 
(ch. 12-14). From there, we have seen God’s judgement upon 
these powers of darkness starting with the followers of this 
world (ch. 15-16), then the powers behind the kingdom of this 
world (ch. 17-19) and then finally the Devil himself (ch. 20-22).  

We have seen that the kingdom of God is conquering the world, 
but it is doing so by patiently enduring tribulation until the end.  
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And so, here at the end, John attempts to drive home the main 
purpose of the book which is “to induce holy obedience among 
God’s people in order that they receive the reward of salvation.”  1

It is a reminder that we must conquer the world by not giving in 
to the pressures and demands of society. As we examine this 
final section that concludes the book, we will divide this study 
into three parts — epilogue, exhortation and expectation. 

Epilogue 

(v. 22:6-21) 

John’s epilogue repeats some of the major themes introduced in 
his prologue. He reaffirms how he has received this revelation 
and the trustworthiness of everything that he has written.  He 2

once again pronounces a blessing on those who keep what is 
written in this book , and repeatedly warns of the imminent 3

return of Jesus that will come suddenly and at a moment that 
we might least expect it.  4

    G.K. Beale, Revelation: A Shorter Commentary, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015), 5081

    Compare 22:6 with 1:1.2

    Compare 22:7 with 1:3.3

    Compare the use of words like “soon” and “near” in 22:6-21 and in 1:1-3 (used 6 times in both places combined).4
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Throughout our study, we have come to understand that a key 
to interpreting what we find in Revelation is understanding the 
way in which John uses the Old Testament (OT). And like he did 
at the beginning, here in this final section John once again uses 
specific language that invokes the language used by the prophet 
Daniel concerning God’s end-time kingdom that would conquer 
all the other kingdoms of this world. 

Like Daniel, John now declares the words of his prophecy to be 
trustworthy and true , but unlike Daniel, John is told not to seal 5

up the words of this book  because what Daniel had seen as the 6

things that will take place in the latter days, John has now seen 
as the very things beginning to take place within his lifetime.   7

Daniel’s vision and prophecy contained the mystery of Christ 
that could not be fully understood until the latter days. But now, 
after the resurrection and ascension of Christ the mystery of 
this prophecy has now been revealed and can be understood.  8

Christ has inaugurated the end-time and everlasting kingdom of 
God, and it will be consummated in glory upon His final return. 

    Compare Revelation 22:6 with Daniel 2:45.5

    Compare Revelation 22:10 with Daniel 12:4. 6

    Compare Revelation 22:6 with Daniel 2:28.7

    See Ephesians 3:4-5 & 1 Peter 1:12.8
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As G.K. Beale points out: 

“The language of God revealing what must happen in the 
last days introduces and concludes the vision in both 
Daniel 2 and the entire book of Revelation… showing the 
reader that Revelation, like Daniel 2, is primarily about the 
establishment of God’s kingdom throughout the earth 
and the judgement of evil world kingdoms.”  9

Revelation has repeatedly warned us and exhorted us to stand 
firm and stay ready for that day our King returns, and John’s 
epilogue seeks to hammer home this warning and exhortation. 
John’s first-century audience and twenty-first century audience 
and every Christian audience in between are to recognize that 
we are brothers and partners in the end-time kingdom of God.  

Exhortation 

(v. 22:6-21) 

As we pointed out at the beginning of the book, the end-time 
and everlasting kingdom of God turns everything that we 
understand about the word ‘kingdom’ upside-down.  

    Beale, 5099
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The kingdom of God has come in a completely unexpected way. 
Its King obtained His crown not by conquering with a sword but 
by dying on a cross. And so, Christians reign with Christ in this 
world not by conquering with force but by not compromising 
our faithfulness to Christ as King. We are to conquer by patiently 
enduring trails, temptation and tribulation like our King. 

Contrary to what often takes place among Christians today, the 
book of Revelation is not intended to be debated and discussed, 
but rather it is intended to be obeyed. With the assurance of 
Christ reigning in the background and with the hope of Christ 
returning in the foreground, Christians are to respond to what 
we read in this book with unwavering allegiance to Christ and 
holy obedience to all that He has commanded. Beale adds: 

“No less than eight of the final sixteen verses underscore 
this intention either through exhortations to obedience, 
through promised blessings for holy living, or through 
warnings of judgement for unholy living. This is in keeping 
with 1:1-3, where the main point was blessing for 
obedience. Such blessing is one of the main goals of the 
revelation and of John’s witness to it.”  10

    Beale, 50810
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The blessing for obedience commends the patient endurance of 
tribulation even if it leads to death. There are also seven specific 
benedictions of blessing spread throughout the book in its goal 
to encourage our faithfulness to Christ. They are as follows: 

❖ Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep 
what is written in it, for the time is near (1:3). 

❖ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on (14:13). 
❖ Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, 

that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed (16:15)! 
❖ Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of 

the Lamb (19:9). 
❖ Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 

resurrection (20:6)! 
❖ Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of 

this book (22:6). 
❖ Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may 

have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the 
city by the gates (22:14). 

Two of these seven benedictions are found in this final section 
where we are also given a final warning for unholy living. 
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Three times in the final two chapters, a description is given of 
those who will be excluded from entering the eternal city, and all 
three times the descriptive lists end with those who are liars or 
practice falsehood.  These lists also begin with descriptions of 11

those labeled as being cowards, faithless and unclean dogs.  

Both, the apostle Paul and the apostle Peter, also used the 
metaphor of dogs to refer to those who profess to be a part of 
the church but then whose actions prove otherwise. Paul used it 
to describe certain Jewish Christians who were continuing to put 
their trust in obedience to the Law instead of Christ alone.  And 12

Peter used it to describe certain professing Christians who once 
again found themselves giving into the pressures of society and 
getting entangled in the sinfulness of the culture around them.  13

  
Therefore, these warnings found throughout these last two 
chapters of Revelation likely refer to those among the church 
claiming to be followers of Christ but who end up betraying that 
claim by compromising with the society and culture to protect 
their own interests and well-being. These are those who deny or 
downplay their allegiance to Christ to keep life comfortable.     

    See Revelation 21:8,  21:27  &  22:1511

    See Philippians 3:2-3, 18-1912

    See 2 Peter 2:20-2213
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As Beale describes it: 

“This is not duplicity in general but a desire to benefit 
both from the spiritual advantages of being a part of the 
church and from the economic security of being a part of 
the ungodly world.”  14

And so, we have been repeatedly warned — the society in which 
we live is going to relentlessly pressure us to conform to its own 
worldview and way of life. There are even powerful forces of evil 
working behind the scenes of our society in order to make the 
way of this world seem reasonable and peaceful while making 
the kingdom way of life seem unreasonable and threatening.  

But Christ says, “Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still 
be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be 
holy… He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  The question for 15

us is — Has God opened our ears to properly hear the truth of 
His Word in the midst of this world’s constant noise?  

Are we thinking, speaking and living like normal citizens of this 
world or are we faithful witnesses of another world entirely? 

    Beale, 51914

    Revelation 22:11 (also see the use of this language in the letters to the seven churches & Matthew 13:1-7)15
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Expectation 

(v. 22:6-21) 

The exhortation is clear throughout the book. Do not conform. 
Do not compromise your allegiance to Christ. We conquer this 
world by remembering we belong to a new kingdom. We will 
conquer this world by remembering the cross of our King. He 
won His crown through faithfulness unto death, and if we follow 
in His footsteps, He has promised us the crown of eternal life.   16

Jesus has been given all authority and is currently seated upon 
the throne of God that sits above all thrones. History unfolds in 
accordance with God’s sovereign plan. God hears the prayers of 
His people and will answer those prayers with judgement upon 
His enemies and vindication for those associated with His name. 

We are the witnesses to the end-time kingdom of God that has 
already come and to our King who will come again. We are the 
agents of God’s grace and the ambassadors of God’s Kingdom. 
Therefore, we must live with an expectation of our King’s return. 
We must herald the bitter-sweet gospel of Jesus Christ and live 
uncompromising lives of faithfulness, no matter what it cost.

    Revelation 2:1016
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