
Letter to the Galatians 
Study 13: The Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Galatians 6:11-18

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for 

anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as for all who walk by this rule, 
peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. (Galatians 6:14-16)

As the apostle Paul concludes his letter to the church in Galatia, he summarizes 
the main theme of the letter and encourages his readers to embrace the glorious 
truth of the gospel about our Lord Jesus Christ. In observing his final words to 
the Galatians, it would benefit us to once again reflect upon the main reason 
that Paul wrote this letter in the first place. 

The church in Galatia had originally been planted through the preaching of the 
apostle Paul (v. 3:1-5). However, shortly after leaving the region, a crisis hit the 
church. False teachers known as the Judaizers had infiltrated the congregation 
and were teaching “a different gospel” that forced Christians to complete their 
salvation with Jewish customs and the Old Testament (O.T.) Law. It was a 
distorted gospel message that taught we are justified before God through a 
cooperative work of both God and man. Basically, it taught that we are justified 
before God through the work of Christ plus man’s own moral performance. The 
apostle Paul considered this such a crucial matter to our faith that he writes an 
entire letter addressing this distortion of the gospel. 
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This letter also still holds a great deal of relevance for us today. Throughout 
church history and throughout our churches today, men have struggled with 
the idea of God offering the free gift of justification by faith in Christ alone. We 
assume that if a holy and righteous God is willing to offer us complete 
forgiveness for all the ways in which we have sinned against Him then surely 
there is something we must do to make sure we’ve earned a gift of that 
magnitude. God has picked up our tab, and we feel that we now owe Him one. 

However, the truth of the gospel is that this enormous gift of our justification 
before God is not received based on what we can do but is received based only 
on our faith in what Someone else has already done for us. That ‘Someone’ is 
our Lord Jesus Christ and what He did by offering Himself as a human sacrifice 
for the sins of man.

This is fundamental to the Christian faith. Have you viewed your Bible as a 
message of instruction or as a proclamation of good news? The Bible is not a 
religious book on how to live your life differently; it is a revelation of look 
what happened in human history that affects your life drastically.

Therefore, according to Paul, any teaching of Christ or Christianity that declares 
a person must do something for salvation on top of what Christ has already 
done is teaching a different gospel than the gospel of Christ. It is so crucial to 
our faith that it lead Paul to declare that if man could be justified before God 
through his own moral performance then, “Christ died for nothing” (v. 2:21).

This situation in Galatia reveals the startling way in which we can be so close to 
Christianity and yet miss it entirely. The moment you add anything to the cross 
of Christ is the moment you have distorted the entire foundation of Christianity. 
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❖ Question #1: In what ways do people minimize the importance of knowing 
and understanding Christian doctrine? In what ways has Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians highlighted the importance of understanding Christian doctrine? 

Close to Christianity

The urgency with which Paul seemed to write this letter, the seriousness in his 
tone and the fact that this letter is also a part of the inspired Word of God ought 
to serve as a sobering warning concerning the seriousness of misunderstanding 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Do you understand the gospel of Christ and 
are you certain that you have understood it rightly? The crisis in Galatia is the 
same crisis we find rampant throughout our congregations here in America 
today. The truth of true Christianity has been distorted in various ways leading 
to a wide variety of different kinds of gospel messages which according to the 
apostle Paul is the equivalent of “deserting the grace of Christ” (v. 1:6-7). 

Paul asked the Galatians, “Who has bewitched you… and are you so foolish?” (v. 
3:1-3) What might he say to some of us and to some of our congregations today? 

The Galatians began to place their hope in the Jewish custom of circumcision 
and obedience to the O.T. Law as what completes their salvation. It would have 
been a mindset similar to this… “I must confess the name of Christ and get 
circumcised and then try and obey what God commands and then I can rest assured that 
I am truly a child of God.” And while all these things were in themselves good 
things, when they were turned into a type of formula that must be performed 
by man in order to secure his salvation, they became distorted in their 
significance and distorted the truth of the gospel in the process.   
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Today, we too have a way of making outward signs and Christian obedience as 
the primary things that complete our salvation. Today it would sound 
something like this… “I must repeat this prayer, raise my hand, go through a 
confirmation process, get baptized and then try my best to live like Jesus. Then I can rest 
assured that I am a Christian.” And again, although these things are in themselves 
good things, when they are turned into a type of formula that we must perform 
in order to secure our salvation, they become distorted in their significance and 
distort the truth of the gospel in the process. 

So we need to be aware of this dangerous reality: It is possible to go through a 
confirmation process, raise your hand after repeating a special prayer, walk 
down the aisle to the altar and be baptized soon after and yet still not be a 
Christian. You can say your prayers, read your Bible, get involved in your 
church and even share your Christianity with others and still find yourself “cut 
off from the grace of Christ” (v. 5:4). Salvation is not secured through outward 
signs and Christian obedience performed by man; salvation is only secured 
through an inward work and transformation of the heart performed by God. 

A startling lesson that we learn from this letter is how close we can be to 
Christianity while at the same time missing it entirely. Christianity is not about 
what man must do but only about what Christ has done. 

Paul told the Galatians that if they begin to trust in circumcision as what 
completes their salvation then the cross of Christ will be no advantage to them. 
No matter how much we associate ourselves with Christ and Christianity, if we 
are putting our hope and trust in anything other than what Christ has done for 
our salvation then Paul has warned us how we’ve cut ourselves off from the 
grace of God that has been offered through the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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❖ Question #2: Justification before God is only granted when we receive it by 
God’s grace through faith in Christ alone. How is any attempt to play a part 
in our own salvation an outright refusal to receive what God has offered us?  

The Cross of Christ

Now, in looking at these final verses in his letter, the apostle Paul reveals why 
we are so prone to teach and accept a message that incorporates our moral 
performance for obtaining salvation. He writes that “it is those who want to make 
a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be circumcised, and only in order 
that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ” (v. 6:12).

We teach and accept moral performance because we fear the opposition of 
others (“persecution”) and love the admiration from others (“good showing”).
 
A gospel message that provides a formula for man to follow in order to secure 
his salvation is less offensive to others because it still portrays man as the one in 
control of his own destiny. For the most part, the world isn’t too bothered by 
moral religion and the idea of men trying to live a good life to please their god.  

However, the world is incredibly offended by the gospel of Christ that declares 
man is totally depraved and therefore too weak to contribute to his own 
salvation. Man hates to hear a gospel that claims he must rely and depend only 
on the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ in order to be made right before God. For 
the average man that considers himself a fairly good and decent person, it is 
incredibly insulting to be told that we are justified before God by faith in Christ 
alone and not by anything we could possibly do for ourselves.
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The gospel is overwhelmingly offensive, and therefore those who properly 
preach the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are strongly opposed, criticized and 
even persecuted for doing so. 

“The gospel is offensive to liberal-minded people, who charge the gospel with 
intolerance, because it states that the only way to be saved is through the cross. The 
gospel is offensive to conservative-minded people, because it states that, without the 
cross, ‘good’ people are in as much trouble as ‘bad’ people. Ultimately, the gospel is 
offensive because the cross stands against all schemes of self-salvation. The world 

appreciates ‘religion’ and ‘morality’ in general. The world thinks that moral religion is a 
good thing for society. But the world is offended by the cross.”1

The gospel of Jesus Christ is either the greatest thing that you’ve ever heard in 
your life or something so offensive that you can hardly tolerate it. The only way 
you can feel indifferent or any other way towards the gospel of Jesus Christ is if 
you haven’t properly understood it in the first place.

A good measure of your Christian condition is whether or not the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is the greatest thing you’ve ever heard in your life and the 
very thing that gives your life its ultimate meaning and purpose. Can you 
honestly say with the apostle Paul that the cross of Christ is the pride and joy 
of your life? If not, is there a chance you have yet to understand or embrace it?

You see, the Christian man is not the same old man with a new set of rules to 
live by; the Christian man is someone who has radically become a new kind of 
man with a new motivation for living. His heart, mind and soul have been 
renewed by his understanding and amazement of what Christ has done for him.  

     Timothy Keller, Galatians For You, (The Good Book Company: 2013), 181.1
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The cross of Christ reveals the way in which Christ gave Himself for our sins 
and redeemed us from the curse of having to earn a right standing before God 
that we simply cannot earn. We are born as children of God’s wrath, but on 
account of the cross of Christ, we can be reborn as adopted children of God’s 
grace. The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ grants us the ultimate blessing. The 
cross of Christ grants us “peace with God” (Romans 5:1). 

Man spends his entire life pursuing peace with the world around him or peace 
within himself when his greatest need in life is to be at peace with God. Nothing 
will satisfy the unsatisfied heart of man except being at peace with God.

Only through the cross of Christ can we find the peace with God that crucifies 
our fears of being opposed by others and our love of being admired by others. 
Only through the cross of Christ can we find our ultimate significance in life.
 
Therefore, can you echo the words of the apostle Paul with complete sincerity 
saying, “Far be it from me to boast in anything except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (v. 6:14).

If your life is governed by the fear of being opposed by others and the love of 
being admired by others then you cannot consider yourself as someone who has 
truly embraced Christianity and the cross of Christ. A Christian man is a new 
kind of man. He is a man who walks around this world with a new unwavering 
confidence. It’s not a confidence in himself or anything that he is, or anything 
that he has become, or anything that he can do or anything that he has done. It 
is not a form of self-confidence at all, but rather an unwavering confidence in 
who Christ has declared him to be. The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ is the very 
thing that gives his life significance and its ultimate meaning and purpose. 
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❖ Question #3: How does what Paul proclaims in v. 14 encourage and excite 
you? How does what Paul proclaims in v. 14 challenge or concern you?

Considering the Cost

No matter how much we associate ourselves with Christ and Christianity, if we 
are putting our hope and trust in anything other than what Christ has done for 
our salvation then Paul has warned us how we’ve cut ourselves off from the 
grace of God that has been offered through the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

So what is holding us back from totally trusting what Christ has done and 
sincerely surrendering to His authority as Lord? 

Is your fear of what others might think of you or do to you holding you back 
from truly living by faith in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ?
 
Paul has written throughout his letter, 

“If I was trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ… I have been crucified 
with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 

me… Far be it from me to boast in anything except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world… From now on let no 

one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus” (v. 1:10; 2:20; 6:14, 17)

You see, the false teachers in Galatia had the marks of circumcision and religion 
but no scars of opposition like the apostle Paul. They were playing it safe with a 
distorted kind of Christianity that was more comfortable and more popular. 
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However, the truth concerning the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ was the pride 
and joy of Paul’s life, and he had the scars of persecution to prove it. Do you 
have any scars that have come from your unwavering devotion to our Lord? Or 
have you been playing it safe with your own distorted brand of Christianity?

As our study of this letter comes to a close, we must consider the condition of 
our “Christianity”: 
 
Do you understand the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and are you certain that 
you have understood it rightly? Is the cross of Christ the pride and joy of your 
life and the very thing that gives your life its ultimate meaning and purpose? 
And if so, then what are the marks or scars in your own life that prove it?
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Summary Statements:

❖ Christianity is not about what man must do but only about what Christ has done.

❖ Do you understand the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and are you certain that 
you have understood it rightly?

❖ Is the cross of Christ the pride and joy of your life and the very thing that gives 
your life its ultimate meaning and purpose?

❖ The truth concerning the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ was the pride and joy of 
Paul’s life, and he had the scars of persecution to prove it.


