
Study 13

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is 
easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 
many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to 
life, and those who find it are few.” (Matthew 7:13-14) 

It is clear at this point that we have now moved out of the main body of 
the Sermon on the Mount, and we have entered the conclusion and last 
call for obedient application of this sermon. Jesus is wrapping up all that 
He has laid before us and demanding us to make a decisive decision on 
whether or not we will faithfully practice what He has preached.  

As we are confronted with this decision, we must remember our Lord’s 
aim in preaching this sermon in the first place. Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, has come into this world to plant and establish a new Kingdom. 
This is the gospel of the Kingdom. He has come into the kingdom of this 
world in order to call people out of this world and to purify for Himself a 
special people for His own possession who are zealous to live out good 
works in accordance with the Kingdom way of life that He has laid 
before us. Now, it is important that He makes it clear to His people that 
this Kingdom of Heaven (as it is called here in the sermon) is something 
entirely different and distinct from any other kingdom this world has 
ever known. Therefore, Jesus gives His people a concise description of 
this Kingdom in this great message called the Sermon on the Mount.       
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So, having done that, He now takes a moment to look into the eyes of all 
who have listened to His message, and He simply says, “Here it is before 
you. I’ve told you what I’m doing. Now, what are you going to do about 
it?”  

This brings to our attention one of the great tragedies with so many men 
who have studied the Sermon on the Mount. So many men have read 
this message and agreed with all of it’s principles only to shrink back 
from making any real concentrated effort to apply what they have read. 
How many men consider these commands that have been made in this 
message but simply declare it to be impossible, doubt they could ever 
live this way, thank God for the forgiveness offered in Christ for not 
living this way and then carry on with their lives leaving the Sermon on 
the Mount behind them? 

This kind of response to our Lord’s teaching is like a man who looks 
intently at his face in a mirror only to go away and forget what he saw?  1

The Sermon on the Mount is not to be admired, it is to be applied. 
Nothing could be worse than to be confronted with this teaching, to 
consider what our Lord has been telling us so plainly and then decide to 
walk on and do almost nothing in response to what we’ve heard.  

Therefore, our Lord’s sermon does not end with inspiring words about 
our goodness and potential progress. It ends with a decision to be made. 
It ends with a line in the sand. We must follow Jesus wholeheartedly and 
relying on His help or we’re not following Him at all. There are no third 
options, and contrary to popular perception there are no various forms of 
Christianity. You are either all in or you’re all the way out, but there is 
no such thing as a faith that just hangs out on the fence. 

    James 1:22-251
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Now, that being said, here in His conclusion Jesus presents us with some 
clear alternatives in order to emphasize the need to make a decision. He 
presents us with two different paths and two different foundations with 
strong warnings concerning false prophets and false peace. According to 
Jesus there are only two choices a man can make regarding his life and 
how it is going to play out. One ends in true life, fruitfulness, citizenship 
in the Kingdom of Heaven and eternal stability while the other leads to 
destruction, fruitlessness, banishment from the Kingdom of Heaven and 
eternal ruin.    

And so it is time to make a definitive choice. Jesus isn’t asking, “Will 
you consider Me?” or “Will you admire Me?” or “Will you take interest 
in Me and My teaching?” Jesus is saying in the most straightforward 
manner possible, “Will you faithfully follow Me or not?”    

All of us who grow up around church or associate ourselves with the 
things of Christianity are subject to the dangerous temptation of listening 
to the truth about God, reading about it, and agreeing with it but never 
doing anything at all about it. The gospel is an open gate that you must 
walk through leading to a road that you must travel. We will never reach 
our desired destination if we remain content simply studying the map. 

As we look at these last words in the Sermon on the Mount, we will 
divide this section into two parts. First, we will consider the two 
different paths before we move on to look at the two different 
foundations. Our Lord begins His conclusive call for a decision by 
urging us to first enter by the narrow gate and to also beware of false 
prophets. Therefore, we might conclude that the true citizen of the 
Kingdom of Heaven embraces the road less traveled and avoids the 
deceptive detours that can put him on the path to destruction.  
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Embrace the Road Less Traveled 

Jesus begins by urging us to take what will always be the less popular 
path in life. He says, “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and 
the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 
many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and 
those who find it are few” (v. 13-14).  

Here we are given a crystal clear illustration of what we are faced with 
whenever we encounter the gospel of Jesus Christ firsthand. It is like we 
are walking down the road of life when all of a sudden we come to a 
fork in the road where we are confronted with two gates in front of us. 
There is one on our left that is very large and accommodating, and lots 
of people are entering through it. It seems to be the most natural and 
expected route to travel. However, there’s another gate just off the road a 
little bit to our right that is very small and narrow. There’s hardly anyone 
entering through it, and we’re not even sure we can fit through that gate 
with all of the stuff we are carrying anyway.  

Jesus presents us with these two gates before us and says, “You see that 
wide gate that looks so accommodating? It’s the road to destruction and 
many people are choosing to take it. But you see that little gate over 
there that hardly anyone seems to even notice? It’s the road to eternal 
life and few people recognize it and even fewer choose to take it.”     

And this is what we have to respect about Jesus. Even if you choose to 
reject what He has to say, you can still respect Him for His directness 
and honesty. He lays it out plainly before you and then simply asks you, 
“Here’s the only way to eternal life. It is narrow, difficult, unusual and 
unpopular. Are you willing to embrace it or not?”  
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Far too often we try to give off this impression that being a Christian is 
really not all that different from being a non-Christian. Far too often we 
try to display a type of Christianity that attracts the masses. However, 
our Lord is much too honest to ever invite anybody in that way. From 
the start, He lets men know that following Him will be narrow, difficult, 
unnatural and unpopular. We ought to look at the Scriptures and notice 
that this is His method throughout His ministry:  

“Deny yourself and take up your cross daily if you wish to 
follow me.  If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own 2

father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he cannot follow me.  If you are not 3

willing to renounce all that you have then you cannot follow 
me.  I walk this world with no possessions and nowhere to lay 4

my head. Are you sure you want to follow me?  For no one who 5

thinks about entering this narrow gate and then looks back is fit 
for what it takes to follow me.”  6

No matter how offensive this seems to be, the plain truth Jesus lays 
before us is the reality that there are only two gates (wide and narrow), 
two paths (easy and hard), two crowds (large and small) and two 
destinations (eternal destruction and eternal life). There is no other way, 
no middle ground and no one can claim any sort of neutrality. Choosing 
to not take the narrow road less traveled is a decisive choice to continue 
on the wider road that many are traveling leading to eternal damnation.  

    Luke 9:232

    Luke 14:263

    Luke 14:334

    Luke 9:585

    Luke 9:626
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So many of us struggle with this hard truth. We hate the idea of having 
to make such a drastic decision. So many of us would prefer to hang out 
in the middle of these two ways of life because God forbid we end up 
getting labeled as some sort of narrow-minded radical or religious freak.  

So many of us shrink back from the narrowness of Christianity. We are 
so scared of being viewed as narrow-minded that we compromise 
authentic Christianity for a more all-inclusive path that leaves a little 
more room for tolerating the tension of personal opinions and opposing 
beliefs. And it’s so much easier to live that way. It’s so much more 
popular and politically correct. But Jesus says it plainly, “That may be 
the path that everybody’s taking, but that’s the same path that leads to 
inevitable and eternal destruction.”  

True Christianity requires a deliberate break from the popular crowd. We 
must never get so caught up in the popularity of the path that we are on 
that we begin to assume there’s no way a loving God would allow the 
eternal destruction of so many people. Our Lord is relentlessly direct. 
“Many” are on the road to destruction. “Few” even recognize the road to 
eternal life. Authentic Christianity must embrace the road less traveled.   

Avoid the Deceptive Detours 

Now, as we find ourselves confronted with this difficult truth, we might 
begin to wonder why the gate that leads to eternal life is harder to find 
and less frequently entered? And this leads us into our second point. 
There are various reasons that play a role in why it’s more difficult to 
enter through the narrow gate, but one reason in particular that Jesus 
addresses here in this passage is that there are people out there teaching 
a false message that many will find more favorable. 
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Jesus warns us, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves” (v. 15). 

To carry on our Lord’s metaphor concerning the two gates, it may help 
us to try and view these “false prophets” as a preacher that we might 
find standing just outside the narrow gate giving us directions to eternal 
life that don’t require you to actually enter through that narrow gate. 
These kinds of preachers have a way of providing you with a deceptive 
detour that promises to lead you toward your desired destination of 
eternal life but tragically ends up putting you on the path to destruction. 

Jesus emphasizes twice that if we examine close enough we will 
recognize these kinds of preachers by their fruits (v. 16 & 20). They may 
not be evil or heretical in an obvious way. They may not necessarily 
intend to be deceptive or destructive. There may not be anything about 
them that grabs our attention or seems suspicious. They may appear 
harmless, but they are in sheep’s clothing and therefore can only be 
recognized by carefully examining their fruit. 

So what then is the real problem with such preachers? What is the bad 
fruit that we are supposed to recognize?    

The bad fruit of the false preacher is most likely wrong teaching that 
may also play itself out in the wrong way of living at some point and in 
some respect. Wrong teaching can often sound right, but if left unnoticed 
it can end up being a deceptive detour that leads us to miss the narrow 
gate of our Lord entirely.  

So how do we make sure we recognize these preachers? And what do we 
need to look for in their teaching?   
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Essentially, they offer a less offensive message that is easier on the ears. 
They give sermons that generally tend to be more accommodating and 
less costly. And therefore many prefer their preaching, and more often 
than not they have crowds filling up their congregations. 

Now, Jesus doesn’t address these kinds of preachers directly here in this 
passage. Instead, He addresses us as His people and commands us to 
recognize them by their fruits. And so although there could be many 
more, we can begin with three things to look for when it comes to the 
deceptive detours being preached by these kinds of preachers. 

1. These kinds of preachers distort the gospel message so much that we 
can hardly make out what the gospel is anymore.  

Do you understand the implications of what Jesus accomplished on the 
cross? Do you understand why it was absolutely necessary for Him to 
suffer and die in order for us to be reconciled to God? Do you 
understand why you can only be justified by God through faith in what 
He has done? 

Are you sure you know why our Lord has done what He has done? Do 
you have a clear understanding concerning the truth of the gospel or 
does it all seem a little fuzzy and scattered to you? 

2. These kinds of preachers teach that the narrow way is actually wider 
than it really is. 

Basically, the things they say about God and the gospel tend to have a 
misleading optimism to them. In the book of Jeremiah, God warns His 
people: 
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“Don’t listen to those who fill you with vain hopes. Those who 
minimize the serious of sin and just continue to preach that, “It’s 
all going to be alright. God loves us. He’s forgiving. It’s ok. God 
knows you’re not perfect so no need to worry too much about 
this idea of God’s holiness, judgement and wrath.””  7

Jesus said, “the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to eternal 
life.” Beware of anyone who gives off the impression that salvation is 
easy, and the Christian way of life is comfortable. The wide road to 
destruction is full of people with a false sense of security about 
where they are heading.  

3. These kinds of preachers will even teach that there really isn’t a path 
to eternal destruction after all. 

  
Do you believe that God is so loving that there is no way He is actually 
going to send people to their utter and eternal destruction in a place that 
Scripture calls hell? Do you believe the wide road and the narrow road 
lead to the same destination and that hell is a place only reserved for the 
worst of the worst (the Hitlers and psychopaths of the world)? 

A big problem with false teachers usually lies in what they choose not to 
say rather than what they are actually saying. Any of us can recognize 
the person who teaches outlandish things about God that are obviously 
wrong. But Jesus tells us to beware of those who are saying the right 
things and look the part, but they are dressed in sheep's clothing.  

    Jeremiah 23:16-177
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They have seminary degrees, and fancy titles like pastor or reverend or 
priest. They write books that are found in Christian bookstores and have 
big churches and huge followings. They talk about God, they talk about 
Jesus, they talk about the cross and they emphasize the grace, mercy and 
love of God. They say everything that it seems a Christian should be 
saying, and on the surface nothing is wrong or suspicious about them.  

But here is how they can deceive you from entering through the narrow 
gate and the only the gate that leads to eternal life. There is no mention 
of a narrow gate in their message. They are giving you half of the truth 
about God, and they are giving you half of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

It is a comfortable message and an attractive message, but it can cause 
you to overlook the extreme importance of making sure you enter 
through that narrow gate. Therefore, you might find yourself failing to 
see the urgency of the situation. You may fail to see what’s at stake. You 
may assume everything’s going to be just fine and so you continue on 
with your life without any drastic change in the course you are taking.  

The consequences will be devastating. And not only will they be 
devastating, but they will also be eternal. The destruction is never ending 
and after a million years of suffering through the torment of whatever 
hell is going to be like, you will be no more closer to the end than when 
it first began.  

So again, we ought to really appreciate the honesty and directness that 
Jesus offers us here in this passage. It is an invitation into His Kingdom, 
but it is also a warning. Enter through the narrow gate, and beware of 
anyone who isn’t completely honest about why it’s so narrow. 
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So many of us give such little attention or thought about our potential 
destination. We just go about our daily lives and enjoy the ride along the 
way. However, the consequences of not seriously considering the road 
that you might be traveling could be devastating. 

So are you certain that you have entered through the narrow gate and are 
now traveling down the narrow road? Have you completely committed 
your life to the Kingdom way of life laid before us by Jesus Himself? Is 
this kind of life the thing that controls your thoughts and actions? Do the 
commands of God govern your daily decisions and practice?  

Our Lord is not asking us to sit around and contemplate the Christian 
life. He is demanding a decisive decision on whether or not you are 
going to let the Word of God define who you are and how you live. We 
must never relax or give ourselves any rest until we are certain.  

You might have to leave the world behind you. You might have to lose 
some of the relationships that you have cherished. You may have to lose 
yourself entirely. But you must never forget, there is Someone on this 
road ahead of you. He is the One who has flung open that gate and 
offered the invitation by saying, “Follow Me.” He has paved the path to 
eternal life with the blood, sweat and tears of a cross that cancels out 
everything you’ve ever done that would make you unworthy of this path 
and its final destination.  

It is foolish to dwell on what you may have to give up without fully 
recognizing all that you have to gain. Entering the narrow gate is simply 
following the footsteps of our Lord with a desire to be just like Him. 
You don’t ask Jesus to come into your life; you lay down your life 
and answer His call to come into His. 
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