
Letter to the Romans 
Study 14: Confidence in the Eternal Faithfulness of God’s Love

Read Romans 8:28-39

The apostle Paul has gone to great lengths explaining and defending the great 
privileges Christians experience as a result of their justification by God. We are now at 
peace with God (5:1-11), we have been united with Christ (5:12-6:23), we have been set 
free from the law of sin and death (7:1-25), and we now possess a life of power in the 
Spirit (8:1-27). Continuing his progression regarding the Christian’s guaranteed 
assurance of future glorification, the apostle Paul now concludes his argument by 
drawing our attention and confidence to the eternal faithfulness of God’s love. Here 
the apostle is appealing to the eternal security of God’s people on account of the 
eternal unchangeability of God’s purpose which flows from the eternal faithfulness of 
God’s love.   1

1. The Eternal Security of God’s People (v. 28)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28 NIV)

In looking at what is one of the most encouraging promises found throughout the 
entire Bible, we must make some general observations in order to make sure ‘we know’ 
what the apostle is saying here.

One primary thing that must be understood in light of this promise is the assurance 
that God is not passively sitting and watching us struggle to survive our way through 
this life. God is at work. God is working. God is actively involved in our lives and is 
always working with intentionality and purpose. And not only is God working, but 
He is always working ‘for the good’. 

 John Stott, The Message of Romans, (InterVarsity Press: 1994), 246.1
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God in His goodness and providence only works for our good even if we sometimes 
fail to see any direct ‘goodness' in His work. God is working for our good even if it 
doesn’t feel good at the time. There is no doubt that the sufferings and groanings that 
the apostle has been describing in the previous passages are undoubtedly included in 
the ‘all things’ God uses here for our good. Perhaps, it would benefit us to constantly 
remind ourselves that our ultimate good and most desperate need in life is 
undoubtedly the completeness of our salvation.

Now, to be sure, the hope that this promise brings is not a hope that the general public 
can claim for themselves. This is a promise strictly reserved as a blessing for God’s 
children - ‘those who love Him’. And there is even more encouragement in the fact that 
‘those who love Him’ are also considered as those ‘who have been called according to His 
purpose’. Life is not random chaos. God has had a salvation plan in place, and He is 
executing that plan perfectly. This testifies to the truth that our love for God is 
evidence of His initial love for us. Everything is going according to the eternal plan.   

2. The Eternal Unchangeability of God’s Purpose (v. 29-30)

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he 

also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 
glorified. (Romans 8:29-30)

Many mistakenly perceive that the foreknowledge of God simply means that God sees 
and knows who will come to believe the gospel and who won’t, and therefore that is 
what is meant by predestination. However, there is a fundamental error in such a 
perception that overlooks the nature and definition of grace. If this is what was meant 
by the term ‘foreknew’ then we’d have to concede that the grounds of our salvation is 
in ourselves and our own merit rather than in God alone and His own mercy. How 
could you reconcile the truth of God’s grace with this view on what is meant by God’s 
foreknowledge? The more appropriate understanding of God’s foreknowledge is seen 
in Moses’ statement in reference to Israel found in Deuteronomy 7:7-8:

It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love 
on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the LORD loves 

you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers. 
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And again here in Paul’s statement in reference to the church in Ephesians 1:4-5:

even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will

Those whom God foreknew is more appropriately understood as those whom God 
fore-loved and chose. God’s foreknowledge is essentially His “sovereign, 
distinguishing love.”  And this is what is meant in saying that God ‘predestined’ those 2

whom He foreknew to be conformed into the image of His Son. It means God decided 
beforehand. God has decided we will become a Christian before we actually decide to 
become one.

Now, there have of course been objections throughout church history regarding this 
doctrine of predestination and perhaps some of the strongest objections have been 
made out of the assumption that if God is the one making the predetermined decision 
then this will inevitably lead to Christian arrogance and potentially anxiety over 
whether or not we’re among the chosen. However, these are false assumptions and 
actually the opposite may be more properly assumed.

❖ If God decides then the Christian is humbled to the point of astonishment that 
he’s even a Christian in the first place. 

❖ If we decide then there is room to boast in our own accomplishment or 
acknowledgment that we have become a Christian. 

❖ If God decides then the Christian is assured that his salvation is secured in the 
plans and purposes of a sovereign God. 

❖ If we decide then there is room for anxiety and concern as to whether or not we 
have done what we needed to do to become a Christian.    

Now, predestination doesn’t negate the necessity of preaching the gospel. The gospel 
is to be preached because it is through the hearing of the gospel that people respond 
to the call of God. It is through the preaching of the gospel that God has ‘called’ His 
people, and as they respond to His call in faith then we know God has chosen them. 

 John Murray, The Epistle to the Romans, Volume 1, (Eerdmans: 1968), 317.2
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And as the apostle has already made clear throughout his letter, those who respond in 
faith to God’s call through the hearing of the gospel are ‘justified’ and regarded as 
righteous on account of the accomplished work of Christ. 

Therefore, we can wait eagerly with a confident expectation that the work God has 
begun in us through His foreknowledge, predestination, calling and justification will 
be completed as we’re given new ‘glorified’ bodies in a new ‘glorified’ world recovering 
our predestined identity and purpose and thus manifesting the glory of God. This is 
an eternal unchangeable process and purpose of God that has already begun and a 
certain event that is guaranteed in our future. For “sanctification is glory begun [and] 
glory is sanctification consummated.”3

3. The Eternal Faithfulness of God’s Love

The apostle Paul has now reached the apex of his exposition concerning the assurance 
and perseverance of faith guaranteed for those who have been justified and regarded 
as righteous by God. He concludes by throwing out five unanswerable questions that 
he challenges anyone and everyone to contend concerning the eternal faithfulness of 
God’s love. He asks:

1. If God is for us, who can be against us? (v. 31)
2. He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 

with him graciously give us all things? (v. 32)
3. Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. (v. 33)
4. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 

raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. (v. 34)
5. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? (v. 35)

The apostle declares that although God doesn’t promise us no suffering in this life, He 
does promise us no separation from His love. Paul declares that he is utterly 
‘convinced’ that there is nothing that can separate God’s children from God’s love.  
Rather than relying on the fleeting feebleness of our love for Him, we have great 
reason to place all of our confidence in the eternal faithfulness of God’s love for us.

 F.F. Bruce, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, (InterVarsity Press and Eerdmans: 1965), 168.3
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Questions for Discussion:

1. What effect should the promise of v. 28 have on the way we view life’s 
circumstances? What are the two conditions given for receiving this promise?

2. What does v. 29-30 tell us about God’s ultimate purpose in history, and how does 
it shed light on what our ultimate ‘good’ is in v. 28? 

3. The apostle begins with ‘we know’ this to be true (v. 28) and ends with ‘I am 
convinced’ this is true (v. 38). What are reasons we lack confidence in God’s plan, 
purpose and love? How can we ‘know’ and be ‘convinced’ of God’s faithfulness? 
(see Genesis 50:20; Jeremiah 29:10-14; Acts 2:23, 4:27-28) 


