
Study 14

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your 
name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will 
I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.’” (Matthew 7:21-23) 

We have been considering the conclusion of our Lord’s Sermon on the 
Mount and His final demand for those who have heard His message to 
make a decisive decision on whether or not they truly desire to put into 
practice all that He has been preaching. Here in this conclusion, Jesus 
presents us with two different paths that we can choose to walk on and 
two different foundations that we can choose to rest on with some strong 
warnings about false prophets and a false peace related to those choices. 

In our last study, we examined our Lord’s warning that there is only one 
way to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, and there are few who find it. 
Therefore, we concluded that the true citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven 
embraces the road less traveled and avoids the deceptive detours that can 
put him on the path to destruction. Jesus continues to expound on this 
warning, and so now we move on to examine one of the most sobering 
and disturbing passages in all of Scripture. 
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How many of us might overlook the terrible danger that perhaps one of 
Satan’s most effective and strategic ways of keeping people out of the 
Kingdom of Heaven is not by making them hate Christ or Christianity 
but by leading people to have a false sense of peace in regard to their 
relationship with Christ and their spiritual condition as a Christian? 

In His previous warning about false prophets, Jesus revealed the way in 
which false teachers can deceive us and distract us from entering 
through the narrow gate. This leaves the wide road to destruction full of 
people with a false sense of security about where they are heading. Jesus 
is issuing another strong warning here in this passage where He points 
out that another way many miss entering through the narrow gate is that 
they assume they already have. The wide road to destruction is full of 
people who falsely assume that they are actually traveling the narrow 
road to eternal life.   

This kind of spiritual condition is like an undetected terminal disease. It 
destroys a man on the inside while everything seems perfectly healthy 
and normal on the surface. Jesus has warned us of being deceived by 
others and is now strongly warning us of deceiving ourselves. There is a 
level of self-deception that leads to a false peace concerning our spiritual 
condition as Christians. And because our Lord warns us so strongly 
about this danger of self-deception and false peace, true citizens of the 
Kingdom of Heaven must go behind the scenes and below the 
surface to discern the authenticity of our faith in Christ. 

In looking at these last words of our Lord’s great Sermon, we will first 
attempt to identify the false peace of artificial Christianity in order to 
more clearly examine the true foundation of authentic faith in Christ.   
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The False Peace of Artificial Christianity 

In one of the most sobering sentences uttered in Scripture, the Son of 
God and the Savior of the world declares, “Not everyone who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but the one who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven” (v. 21). Now, if these 
words were uttered by anyone else, we would accuse such a person of 
being too harsh and condemning. However, these words come straight 
from the mouth of our Lord Himself, and therefore they demand our 
utmost attention and concern. 

Now, in looking at this statement, we are at once confronted with a great 
difficulty. We have often been told that salvation is a matter of faith 
alone in Christ alone, and yet here we are told that it is only the one who 
does the will of God who will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. So, is Jesus 
teaching more of a salvation by works message than the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone later explained in the letters by the apostle 
Paul?  

There are many who are tempted to take this initial statement of Jesus 
and to begin arguing that what matters is not so much what we believe 
but rather what we are doing. There are many people today who are 
quick to assert that we must not spend too much time worrying about 
doctrine because it is ultimately what we are doing that matters the most.  

However, to use our Lord’s initial statement in this way is to misuse it 
entirely. We must avoid the common error of isolating statements in 
Scripture from the broader context in which they are stated. We confuse 
the meaning of verse 21 in this chapter when we isolate it from the two 
verses (v. 22-23) that follow. 
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When the entire warning of Jesus is taken as a whole, we see that there 
is no contrast between beliefs and works being made at all. In fact, what 
Jesus warns here pertaining to our belief in v. 21, He also mentions in 
regard to our works in v. 22-23. The warning is not meant to emphasize 
works at the expense of belief; it is meant to open our eyes to the more 
serious matter of self-deception and a false sense of peace about our 
relationship with Christ.  In one of the most astounding statements found 1

anywhere in Scripture, we are forced to face the alarming reality that we 
can possess the right Christian beliefs and the right Christian behavior 
and still find ourselves resting in an artificial Christianity.  

As we look at this danger of self-deception, it would benefit us to 
identify some of the characteristics shared by those who are resting in an 
artificial Christianity and those who possess a true authentic faith. We 
can observe these characteristics in the description given by Jesus of 
those whom He will surprisingly reject on that final day of judgement.   

First, artificial Christians have the correct beliefs about Jesus. 

The artificial Christian is not an obvious heretic. He is someone who 
correctly acknowledges Jesus as Lord and Savior. He believes correctly 
in who Jesus claims to be, and he believes correctly in what Jesus claims 
He will accomplish. He truly believes that Jesus is the Son of God who 
takes away the sins of the world and will return at the end of the age. 

And that reveals the terrible danger: You can say the right things about 
Jesus and believe the right things about Him and still not be an authentic 
Christian. Intellectual understanding and acceptance of Biblical 
truth does not guarantee entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

          D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, (Eerdmans: 1976), 5171
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Next, artificial Christians are passionate about their Christianity. 

We must not overlook the intentional emphasis in the way these people 
approach Jesus. They come before Him saying, “Lord, Lord.” This 
double use of a name or title was a customary way of expressing passion 
and intensity of emotion. These are people who are passionate about 
Jesus. They sing with their hands up in worship, they are often moved to 
tears when they pray, they are excited about church and they enjoy all 
the things pertaining to Christianity.  

And again, this reveals the terrible danger: Enthusiasm and excitement 
does not always determine authenticity. Expressing great passion for 
Jesus does not guarantee entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven.   

And lastly, artificial Christians are actively involved in Christian service.   

These are people who preach the proper message concerning Christ. 
They are involved in the community and the activities of the church. 
They experience great power and even miracles in their ministry. And 
they help lead people to Jesus and impact the lives of those around them.  

But there still exists this terrible danger: Proper preaching and 
miraculous power in ministry does not make you an authentic Christian. 
Spectacular spiritual experiences and service to Christian ministry 
does not guarantee entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven.  

There is a striking but rather obvious conclusion from what Jesus is 
saying here in this passage. We may find ourselves utterly shocked on 
the Day of Judgement regarding who might be rejected and cast out.  
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This is no question an extremely harsh warning to hear and a difficult 
teaching to digest. And if anybody else was to say these things we would 
be quick to object and refuse to believe it. But again, it’s not just 
anybody saying it. It is the Lord Himself. It is the very Judge who will 
be sitting on the judgement seat on the Day of Judgement.  

Even though many of us would rather disregard this and pretend it’s not 
there, we have to deal with it one way or the other. The application is 
nothing less than self-examination. Many of us prefer to live upon the 
surface of life and to only think about the things that bring us the most 
comfort and happiness, but here we are called to do the dirty work of 
digging underneath the surface. We may recognize false prophets by 
their fruits, but we recognize false peace by our roots.  

We can have the correct beliefs about Jesus, be passionate about our 
Christianity and actively involved in Christian service and yet still be 
what we are identifying here as an artificial Christian. While it is 
impossible to be a Christian and not possess these qualities, it is possible 
to possess them and still not be a Christian.  

You can know the sports team inside and out. You can be passionate and 
enthusiastic about the team. You can wear a jersey, have season tickets 
and refer to the team as We, but that does not make you a member of that 
particular team. 

So how can we determine whether we are artificial or authentic? What is 
the test to make sure that we will be accepted rather than rejected? 
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Jesus says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father.” The 
people in this passage respond with a defense for all the things they have 
done in the name of Christ and Christianity. But Jesus says, “Yes, I’ve 
seen the way you have worshiped and all the spiritual things you have 
done. However, sadly, you have done such things with your focus still 
resting on yourself. There has never been a real relationship between us. 
You know a great deal about me, but you have never really known me.”  

We may know way more about Jesus than we did a year ago, but the 
only question that we should be asking ourselves is do we know Him 
better? Are we experiencing what we know about Him? 

The artificial Christian is genuine in his desire to be a Christian, but his 
problem lies in his desire to still want to do it his way. He wants what 
Christianity may give him, but he wants to continue steering the wheel. 
You can intellectually agree and believe in your heart that Jesus is Lord 
and yet not live your life as if He were. How many men professing the 
Christian faith might find themselves guilty of studying, admiring, 
discussing, debating and praising the Word of God but yet not actually 
doing the things that our Lord commands us to do. It means nothing to 
call Jesus ‘Lord’ if we are not willing to live as one of His subjects.  

And so, the false peace of an artificial Christianity can only be exposed 
by doing the dirty work of self-examination and discovering the roots of 
who we are and all that we do. That being said, Jesus gives us a final 
illustration and a final warning to examine the foundation on which our 
entire Christian life is resting on.  
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The Foundation of Authentic Faith 

Jesus says,  

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them 
will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the 
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 
that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the 
rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of 
it.” (Matthew 7:24-27) 

Now, throughout His conclusion and indeed throughout this entire 
chapter we have been confronted with the inevitable reality of 
judgement. Jesus has warned us to judge not that we be not judged. He 
has warned us about the wide path that promises destruction. He has 
provided us with an illustration of a bad tree being cut down and thrown 
into the fire. He has warned of the rejection that many self-deceived 
disciples will surprisingly experience. And here He concludes with the 
imagery of a violent storm that shatters and sweeps away a house that 
had all the signs of strength and solid construction.      

So some of us might start to wonder, “Is Jesus attempting to scare His 
audience into submission?” Should the fear of judgement be one of the 
prime motivating factors for placing our faith in following Jesus? 
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There is a common accusation that is often brought against those who 
teach honestly about God’s judgement and His wrath towards sin. It is 
the accusation that such men are only trying to scare people into 
salvation. It is usually followed by this general assumption that it is 
impossible to scare someone into the Kingdom of Heaven. However, if 
we are going to be honest about our Lord’s warnings here at the end of 
His Sermon then we have no choice but to admit that He is in fact 
calling our attention to the frightening reality of judgement in an effort 
to draw us into a relationship of authentic faith in Him as our Lord. So to 
use the common accusation, Jesus is in fact scaring us towards salvation. 

Some people are drawn to Christ because of a glimpse of His grace, 
forgiveness and love. Others may be drawn to Him because of His 
attractive life and the genius of His gospel message. However, we 
should not overlook the fact that many may also be drawn to Him 
because they sense the grave seriousness of an eternal destiny. They 
realize that, “There is a heaven to be gained and a hell to be shunned.”        2

If you were sound asleep in the comfort of your own home, and all of a 
sudden I came pounding at your front door to alarm you of the fire that 
is burning up your roof and spreading throughout the second floor of 
your home, you would never accuse me of ‘scaring you into safety’. I 
definitely tried to scare you in order to get you to move to a safe place, 
but you would never accuse me of doing so.   

So Jesus may be in fact be scaring us toward salvation, but what good 
reason do we have for accusing Him of doing so. Throughout Scripture, 
the language used to describe hell is terrifying. And so here at the end of 
His Sermon, Jesus plainly and graciously warns us of what’s at stake. 

   D.A. Carson, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and His Confrontation with the World, (Baker: 1987), 1422
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We must make sure we are walking on the right path and resting on the 
right foundation because the consequences are eternal and irreversible.  

Now, in looking at this illustration of the two builders and the two 
houses, we are once again confronted with the dangerous similarities 
between artificial Christianity and authentic faith. In this parable, the 
two builders end up building what is seemingly the exact same house in 
the exact same location. On the surface, they look exactly the same.  

Jesus is using this illustration to point out the reality that artificial 
Christians and authentic Christians often attend the same gatherings, 
worship in the same churches and live their lives right along side of each 
other without any glaring differences between them. There is only one 
fundamental difference, and that is what lies beneath the surface of all of 
their spiritual beliefs, passions and activities.  

The authentic Christian man builds his life firmly on the foundation of 
Christ and His message, whereas the artificial Christian man has built 
the same kind of life but without this foundation. As Dr. Timothy Keller 
puts it, “[The house on the sand] is its own foundation.” 

The man who is his own foundation comes before God like the rejected 
disciples in the previous passage saying, “Lord, Lord, look at what I’ve 
done. I have acknowledged that you are the Lord of the universe. I have 
tried to live a good and upright life. I repeated that prayer for salvation. I 
confessed my sins before that priest. I went through the confirmation 
classes. I walked down the aisle at church. I got baptized in front of the 
congregation. I have shared my faith in numerous interviews and among 
my neighbors. Look at all I’ve done. Surely, I have done enough to be 
accepted and have done what it takes to enter into your Kingdom.”   
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And Jesus looks at the resume and says, “How foolish. It’s not about 
what you are able to build; it all comes down to what you’re resting on.” 

The authentic Christian man is the man who is fully aware that what he 
is resting on is much more important than what he attempts to build. He 
is a man who confess Jesus as His Lord and then lives like it. 

Jesus says, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. Only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” The authentic Christian man is a man who is 
confronted with the Kingdom way of life and concerns himself with it. 

He has heard the Sermon on the Mount, and he submits himself to it. He 
has heard what it has to say about him, and he is humbled before it. He 
has followed the teaching all the way through and yet finds himself right 
back where the Sermon began. He becomes poor in spirit, mourns over 
his own sinfulness, becomes meek because he is aware of his inability to 
obtain such perfection, and yet he hungers and thirsts for righteousness 
because there is nothing else he now desires more in his life.  

So many of us only want forgiveness from sin, escape from hell and 
entrance into heaven. The authentic Christian man finds great joy and 
comfort in these marvelous things, but he still hungers for holiness. He 
does not stop at what he has been saved from; he is concerned about 
what he has been saved for. He hungers and thirsts for righteousness 
here and now in this life, and his supreme desire is to live like His Lord.       

Therefore, a good measure of our Christian condition is how we feel 
about this Sermon on the Mount.  
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Some will find themselves resenting it. They lose their patience with it. 
They will consider this great teaching as being too unrealistic and 
irrelevant because it all just seems too improbable and too impossible.  

Others will just forget it. They will move on with their normal routines 
and forget what they have heard. They have been interested. They have 
listened. But as soon as it is all over, they get back to the ‘real world’ 
and everything that has been heard will be lost again. 

And many will quite simply do nothing with it. They will like what they 
have heard. They will agree with what has been said. They will feel like 
they should respond, but then they will fail to ever make any progress in 
actually doing anything about it. 

So, how do you feel about our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount? And most 
importantly, do you truly desire to live the Kingdom way of life?     

Jesus is not saying we must do what the Sermon on the Mount teaches in 
order to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; He is simply saying that we 
must want to do it. Our Lord is not asking whether we are sinless or 
perfect; He is asking whether or not we want to be like Him and why?   

The authentic Christian man is the man who finds so much pleasure in 
the Father that he desires to be just like Him. He desires to be perfect as 
His Father is perfect, and He will ask, seek, knock and keep asking for 
His Father’s help. He walks the narrow path home towards eternal life in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and he clings to that great promise that those 
who truly hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied.  
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