
Study 15

And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were 
astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who 
had authority, and not as their scribes. (Matthew 7:28-29) 

We have completed our study of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, and in 
doing so, hopefully we find ourselves with a renewed desire to practice 
everything that our Lord has preached. As we have mentioned 
previously, a good measure of our Christian condition is how we feel 
about this Sermon, and how we end up responding to it. So we must ask:  

Now that I have reached the end of this Sermon, do I find myself right 
back at the beginning? Am I poor in spirit and mourning my lack of 
perfection? Am I now hungering and thirsting for a righteousness that 
only our Father in Heaven can give me? And do I desire to live this life 
of righteousness enough to beg our Father for it? 

We must remember that this Sermon was not meant to be admired; it is 
meant to be applied. It is our Lord’s manifesto describing what an 
authentic Christian looks like, and it instructs Christians as citizens of 
His Kingdom on how to live the Kingdom way of life. And since this 
Kingdom is not of this world, we must remember that the Christian man 
ought to be noticeably different and entirely distinct in his nature and his 
behavior than what we might expect from the average man of this world.  
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True citizens of the Kingdom will seek to look like and live like our 
King. And as those who will look like and live like our King, we will 
find ourselves becoming like salt and light in our own various circles of 
influence. We will also find ourselves concerned about obedience to the 
commands of God found throughout the entirety of Scripture. And this 
kind of concern will lead to a kind of righteousness that goes beyond 
merely what we do and reveals the heart’s motivation for why we 
actually try to obey God’s commands in the first place. 

The authentic Christian man is a man who addresses sin immediately, 
keeps his word and exceeds all expectations by sacrificially loving and 
praying for all people without exceptions. He is a man who pursues only 
our Father’s praise, enjoys our Father’s presence in prayer and trust our 
Father’s provision without worrying about the future. He confronts the 
world with compassion, he persistently asks our Father for help and he 
loves his fellow man at least as much as he loves himself. Therefore, he 
is a man who walks on the road less traveled and who rests on the words 
of Jesus as the foundation for everything he is and everything that he 
does in this life. He has not asked Jesus to come into his life; he has laid 
down his life and answered our Lord’s call to come into His. To sum it 
up, the authentic Christian man is a man who confesses Jesus as 
Lord, God as our Father, and then he lives like it. 

So, once again, examine yourself. How do you feel about what you’ve 
heard, and how do you find yourself responding to it? You may know 
more about Jesus intellectually than you did a few months ago, but do 
you know Him more intimately? Are you experiencing what you know 
to be true about God as our Father, and if so, what kind of effect is it 
having on you? Can you consider yourself a devoted follower of Jesus or 
are you still just another person among the crowd intrigued by Him? 
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In considering these questions, we come now to the last two verses of 
chapter seven where Matthew takes the time to record the effect that this 
great Sermon had on its original audience. Now, it would be easy for us 
to read right over these verses as just some sort of general epilogue, but 
to do so would lead us to miss a very significant function that these two 
verses were intended to serve. If you read this recorded response of the 
crowd, you realize at once that this little detail in Matthew’s account has 
a way of redirecting your focus back upon the One who has preached the 
Sermon rather than just leaving you focused on the Sermon itself.  

So, now that we have heard the message, we are forced to consider the 
Messenger. And this great teaching should always have this effect. It 
should draw us to the Great Teacher who has taught it. In fact, any 
motivation for attempting to put the Sermon on the Mount into practice 
must be based on a correct perspective of the One who has preached it. 
So we must never stop with just the moral, ethical and spiritual teaching 
itself; “we are to go beyond all these things, wonderful though they are, 
and vital as they are, to the Person of the Preacher Himself.”   1

If you were to study history, you would see that it is often the actual 
teaching of the great teachers that has been considered as the thing that 
is most important. However, in the person of Jesus, here is the only case 
where the Teacher is even more important than what He taught. So if any 
man studies the Sermon on the Mount and finds himself asking: Why 
should I worry so much about living in accordance with this teaching? 
The answer is quite plain, because of the Teacher who taught it.    

In looking at the teaching and the Teacher, we will look at why the 
crowds were so astonished, and why we ought to be astonished as well.  

       D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, (Eerdmans: 1976), 5761
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Why Would the Crowds Be Astonished? 

So who is this Great Teacher, and why were the crowds so astonished at 
His teaching? 

In order to better understand the crowds’ reaction, we must try and 
recapture what it would have been like to be someone among the 
original crowd. We must try to picture the entire scene that was taking 
place. It was just Jesus and His disciples when He began to teach, but it 
is clear that a great crowd had gathered by the time Jesus concluded this 
teaching. So imagine the scene. A large group of people have gathered to 
listen to this young Man preach from the local mountainside. Apparently 
this Man is an ordinary carpenter from a little town called Nazareth in 
the region of Galilee. For the large majority of His life, it seems that He 
has just been an ordinary Man living a rather ordinary kind of life.  

However, all of a sudden, this ordinary carpenter bursts upon the 
countryside with an extraordinary ministry. He was not a Pharisee or a 
scribe. He had not received any formal training in the Jewish schools, 
and He was not under any training or mentorship by any Rabbi. He just 
seemed to be an ordinary Man who was all of a sudden speaking with a 
not-so-ordinary kind of authority. So of course the crowd was 
astonished. Many were wondering, “Who is this Man from Galilee?” 

They point out that Jesus was teaching in a way that was much different 
from the kind of teaching they were used to from the scribes and 
Pharisees. Jesus was teaching as someone who had authority. He was 
teaching with originality. Whereas the scribes would appeal to other 
authorities by quoting scholars and religious experts, Jesus didn’t refer 
to any other authority. This carpenter didn’t use anyone’s commentaries. 
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Even when the great prophets spoke throughout the Old Testament, they 
would teach by saying, “Thus says the Lord,” but Jesus would teach by 
declaring, “I say to you”. He put Himself in the position of being the 
supreme interpreter of God’s Law. He spoke as if He was the one who 
knew with certainty who would enter the Kingdom of Heaven and would 
not. He proclaimed to know who was blessed and who was not. He acted 
as if He knew who would obtain mercy, and He declares at the end of 
His Sermon that His words have eternal consequences. Imagine being 
among this crowd and listening to this young Man speak like this? 

So many people today want to reduce Jesus to a great moral teacher and 
His Sermon on the Mount as just some great moral life-lesson to live by. 
However, the context and content of this Sermon simply does not allow 
for it. Many seem to only hear the part about loving our enemies and not 
judging others, but in doing so, they prematurely praise something they 
have clearly misunderstood. And in misunderstanding the message, they 
have also misunderstood the Messenger. We must consider the kind of 
authority that Jesus is obviously attributing to Himself and even look at 
what He subtly says about Himself throughout this Sermon. 

Jesus declares men to be blessed when they are persecuted for His 
name’s sake. He does not say that men are blessed when they are 
persecuted for God’s sake or for the sake of trying to carry out this 
teaching. He says quite plainly that we are blessed to suffer for His sake. 
He even compares such suffering to the suffering of the Old Testament 
prophets. So we must ask ourselves: For whom did they suffer? Were 
they suffering for the sake of some carpenter from Galilee or were they 
suffering for the name of God Himself? Jesus is clearly claiming equal 
status with God by saying things like blessed are those who suffer and 
die for the sake of my name. What kind of man says something like this? 
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Jesus goes on to declare that He has come to fulfill the Law and the 
Prophets. He does not say that He was born to do this, but rather that He 
has come to do this. This leads men to ask: From where has He come? 
He speaks of Himself as if He is no ordinary man and as if He has come 
from another realm entirely. This is the mystery of the Incarnation, and it 
is referred to in the way Jesus introduces Himself. He has in fact come 
into this world as the Son of God from the eternal glory of the Father. 

He says that He has come to fulfill the Law and the Prophets. If you are 
among that crowd, are you not thinking to yourself: He has come to do 
what? Is He claiming some sort of perfection for Himself? Is this 
carpenter from Galilee claiming to be the One from God who fulfills the 
mysterious hope of the Old Testament? Again, the Sermon on the Mount 
does not allow someone to try and separate the moral teaching from the 
doctrine of Jesus Christ as the Suffering Savior of the world. Jesus is 
clearly claiming that He is the Messiah and Promised Savior of Israel. 

And as if this wasn’t enough to convince us of the extraordinary claims 
being made by Jesus in this great teaching, we might consider His view 
of the final judgement. He says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven.” If we were among that crowd, 
would this not leave us wondering: Why would anyone come to Him 
and address Him as Lord? Here we have this Teacher from nowhere on 
this mountainside, and He is ascribing to Himself “the highest term used 
in the whole realm of Scripture for the eternal, absolute, blessed God.”  2

He warns that He will tell many to depart from Him because He did not 
know them. He is claiming to be the Judge of all men. He is acting as if 
the worst thing that could ever happen to you is to be banished from His 
presence. Consider these words and ask yourself: Who talks like this? 

    Lloyd-Jones, 5822
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The young Man sitting upon this mountainside is teaching and claiming 
to be the One who will sit on the eternal throne in glory at the right hand 
of God, and who will pronounce final and eternal judgement upon all the 
people of the world. Imagine the scene and the thoughts running through 
the heads of all the original hearers. The crowds had gathered in 
curiosity but departed in astonishment. It is certainly safe to conclude 
that they had never heard anyone speak like this Man from Galilee.  

And so, in writing his account of the life of Jesus, Matthew was inspired 
and compelled to highlight the crowds’ reaction to this great teaching. 
They were astonished by a Man who taught with the authority of 
God. But now that leads us to consider the more vital question: What is 
our reaction to these same words two thousand years later? Why should 
we be so astonished by this great teaching and the One who taught it?              
  
Why Should We Be Astonished? 
                
Is it possible to acknowledge that these words are the teaching of the 
Son of God Himself and yet still find ourselves not astonished by what 
they say to us and demand of us? What might it say about our own 
spiritual condition if we find ourselves barely moved by our Lord’s 
manifesto on living the Christian life?  

We must be reminded that this teaching is not just another philosophy or 
outlook on life, but rather a Sermon from the Son of God Himself on 
what He has come into this world to do. Jesus is not simply teaching us 
how to live but ultimately how to trust Him as Lord. Because we 
must admit that the Sermon on the Mount sets a standard that all of us 
will find impossible to uphold perfectly. And so it presents us with a life 
of righteousness that cannot be obtained but a life that can only be given. 
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Again, try to imagine being among the original crowd and hearing this 
teaching that seems so impossible. The cross and the resurrection was 
still to come. The spiritual nature of the Kingdom of Heaven was still a 
mystery. The doctrine of justification by faith in Christ alone was yet to 
be fully developed and understood. And the gospel of the righteousness 
that comes from God was still veiled and waiting to be revealed. What 
do you do with this teaching if you are one of those among the crowd? 

Fortunately for us, we find ourselves among a different crowd. We 
belong to the crowd experiencing the privileged position of being on this 
side of the cross, the resurrection and the full revelation of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  

We now know that the young Man sitting upon this mountainside 
claiming to be the One who will pronounce judgement upon all the 
people of the world is also the Judge who took our judgement upon 
Himself at the cross. Now we know that the One identifying Himself as 
the blessed Lord is the One who willingly became cursed in order that 
we might truly become blessed. Now we know that the One who calls us 
to be persecuted for His name’s sake is the One who was executed to 
have our name written in the Book of Eternal Life. Now we know that 
the One who calls us to enter the narrow gate and walk the narrow path 
is the One who flung open that narrow gate and walks the narrow path 
inviting us to follow Him. And now we know that the One who calls us 
to build our lives upon the rock is the cornerstone and foundation of 
God’s new temple and new people known as the body of Christ. The 
carpenter from Galilee is the firstborn of all creation and all things were 
created through Him and for Him. He is the Head of the body, High 
Priest of the church and the King of the Christians. 
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Jesus Christ has come into this world to purify a new people for God’s 
own possession. He is a new Adam who initiates a new creation and all 
who truly belong to Him and His spiritual Kingdom will find themselves 
progressively conforming to this Kingdom way of life and desperately 
wanting to become more and more like their Savior-King.   

So are you truly astonished at His authority and amazed by His grace? 

Many in that original crowd were initially amazed but later afraid. Many 
were initially astonished but later vanished. Many were interested in 
what Jesus had to say, but few invested in Jesus as the Way.  

So what is your response to the Sermon on the Mount from the Son of 
God? Like the original audience, are you at least astonished by this great 
teaching? But even more so: Are you astonished to the point of swearing 
your allegiance to the Savior-King and setting your heart, mind and soul 
on obedience to His Sermon on the Mount?  
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