
Letter to the Romans 
Study 17: Israel’s Responsibility

As the apostle pointed out at the end of chapter nine (v. 30-33), Israel has 
stumbled in unbelief over the ‘stumbling stone’ which is the gospel concerning 
the cross of Christ. To begin chapter ten, Paul states his concern for Israel. He 
understands their sincerity and zeal for God but hurts for them because they are 
sincerely mistaken concerning the way of salvation. As those who have devoted 
their whole lives to achieving and obtaining righteousness through their own 
striving and effort, they have rejected the terms of salvation offered in the 
gospel.

The great tragedy of the Israelites is that they recognize the necessity of 
righteousness in order to stand in the presence of God, but they are mistaken on 
how to obtain that righteousness. It should be stated that this is not an error 
exclusive to the Israelites. People of all religions and even professing Christians 
tragically have fallen into this temptation as well. However, trusting in our 
ability to obtain righteousness is an outright rejection of what Christ has 
accomplished. Sincerity in ‘religious’ practice doesn’t grant anyone salvation. 
Christ is the end of any pursuit for righteousness. Justification comes only 
through faith in what He has accomplished. 

In chapter nine, the apostle communicates how salvation is entirely 
accomplished by God and comes according to God's plan. This plan is the plan 
to save ‘some’ out of all His creation that have fallen and stand condemned. 
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God has planned to save ‘some’.  Here in chapter ten, the apostle communicates 
how man is saved and why the Israelites who have rejected Christ are held 
responsible for their condemnation. Paul takes time here to revisit the doctrine 
of justification through faith alone.

Why would Paul take the time to explain again the doctrine of justification 
through faith alone in his argument concerning Israel? He’s already provided a 
theological exposition of this doctrine throughout the first four chapters of his 
letter so why bring it up again?

Well, here he brings up this crucial doctrine with more of a pastoral purpose 
than a theological one. The apostle has a great burden and concern for Israel. He 
cares for them like a loving shepherd cares for his sheep or like a loving parent 
cares for his children. Justification by God’s grace alone through faith alone in 
Christ alone is the hinge on which everything turns. It needs to be emphasized 
and revisited. The righteousness that Israel has so desperately pursued is being 
offered on the table right in front of them, and they’re missing it. Paul has to 
bring it up again.     

It should not be overlooked at this point that the apostle understood God’s 
sovereign plan to only choose ‘some’ for salvation, and yet he continued to pray 
and desire for Israel to be saved (v. 1). It’s not our role to reconcile God’s 
sovereign election and the power of prayer. We are to pray because we’ve been 
told and taught by God through Scripture to pray. We are to believe in His 
sovereign election and at the same time pray for the salvation of others without 
full understanding as to how they are reconciled in God’s plan and purposes.
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Now, in explaining once again justification through faith alone, Paul provides 
two Old Testament passages with one explaining righteousness by the Law and 
the other explaining righteousness by faith alone. The first is Leviticus 18:5:

You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he shall 
live by them: (Leviticus 18:5)

This passage is clearly stating that if we obey God’s Law then we shall be 
granted eternal life. However, there’s only one big problem with that - no one 
has ever succeeded in obeying God’s Law perfectly. “The weakness of the law is 
our own weakness.”  Therefore, the Law is actually man's curse. Man has been 1

presented with a way of salvation that he is completely incapable of actually 
obtaining. This ‘curse’ was intended to lead man to hope for another way of 
salvation.

The second passage presented by Paul is Deuteronomy 30:12-14:

It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and 
bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that 
you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may 
hear it and do it?’ But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in 
your heart, so that you can do it. (Deuteronomy 30:12-14)

The use of this passage is the apostle simply stating that the gospel concerning 
the righteousness by faith is not something that is isolated and inaccessible. 
There’s nothing extraordinary that we must do in order to obtain righteousness. 
This gospel is right before us and even felt within us. All we have to do is 
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transfer our trust from what we think we can accomplish to what Christ has 
actually accomplished for us. 

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 
faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him 
will not be put to shame.” (Romans 10:8-11)   

Since this particular portion of Scripture has been often misused, we must ask 
ourselves if a certain confession or some sort of spoken affirmation of faith is 
necessary in order to be justified or saved? 

No. Not necessarily. These verses are not some sort of formula on what to pray 
in order to be saved. The 'confession with your mouth' is simply an act of 
confirmation concerning the condition of your heart. If you are too ashamed to 
continually and constantly confess salvation in Christ then perhaps the 
condition of your heart is not what you claim it to be. To confess Christ without 
believing the gospel is useless but to claim belief without confessing Christ is 
fake. The heart of a true Christian is so captivated and motivated by the gospel 
of Christ that he lives unashamed of the gospel knowing it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes.

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of 
all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:12-13)
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The apostle provides an explanation of the events used by God in order to lead 
people to call on Him for salvation. It helps us to look at them in the reverse 
order given to us by Paul in this passage: Christ sends messengers; messengers 
preach; people hear; hearers believe; believers call; and those who call on the 
name of the Lord are saved. 

God’s sovereign election does not negate the necessity of evangelism. “My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). People come to 
Christ when they hear His voice as spoken through His messengers. God’s 
sovereign election ought to encourage us and motivate us to preach the gospel 
to the ends of the earth. 

Well, if faith comes from hearing the gospel then how do we explain why are 
there are less Israelite Christians than we would expect? Did they not hear?

Of course they’ve heard. (Psalm 19:4)

Did they not understand? Is that the reason for their unbelief?

No, because even those who were nobodies with no understanding (Gentiles) of 
God have come to believe. (Deuteronomy 32:21) 

The apostle concludes by revealing that Israel’s rejection of the gospel is not a 
result of them not hearing it nor them not necessarily understanding it. They 
have no excuse. Again, they are responsible for 'stumbling over the stumbling-
stone’ (v. 9:32). 
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Paul concludes with a citation from Isaiah:

I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be found 
by those who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that was 
not called by my name. I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious 
people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices; 
(Isaiah 65:1-2)  

God has begun the fulfillment of His plan to include the Gentiles into His 
chosen people, but this passage reveals how God is even more initiative 
towards Israel. To the Gentile outsiders, He has made Himself available. To the 
Israelite children, He holds out His hands like a loving parent continually 
inviting them to come inside.

Many have rejected the gospel out of their own stubborn hearts. Tragically, they 
are the ones responsible for their own rejection. (see Luke 15:11-32)
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