
Letter to the Romans 
Study 18: Restoration and Redemption for ‘All’

The apostle Paul made his great declaration towards the end of chapter eight 
that the Christian can have great confidence in the eternal faithfulness of God to 
bring to completion what He has begun in the life of those He has justified. 
Over the last two chapters (9-10), the apostle has been answering the following 
potential objection:

“If God guarantees to finish what He has started then what about Israel? If the 
Christian’s final glorification is certain because it is God’s purpose (8:28-30) 
then how do you explain the reason that a vast majority of Israel are not now 
Christians? Has God’s purpose for Israel changed, and if it has, how can the 
Christian have any confidence in God’s purpose for him?” 

In chapter nine, Paul explains how salvation is entirely accomplished by God 
and comes according to God’s sovereign plan. In chapter ten, the apostle 
explains how man is saved and why the Israelites are held responsible for their 
condemnation. In both of these chapters, the apostle has provided the answer to 
why Israel is in their current condition regarding Christian faith and how the 
Gentiles have been included. 

Now, in chapter eleven, the apostle looks to the progressive future and explains 
the revealed mystery concerning the glorious fulfillment of God’s plan and 
purposes as it regards Israel and the Gentiles. This ultimate fulfillment falls 
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under the over-arching umbrella of God’s sovereign plan to redeem the entire 
world through His own grace and mercy.

Here in this chapter, the apostle sets out to prove that: Israel’s rejection is not a 
total rejection (v. 1-10) and Israel’s rejection is only a temporary rejection (v. 
11-32).

Now, before looking at these two points that the apostle intends to explain, we 
must be reminded and aware of a few things that can prevent us from getting 
lost in the midst of his argument. 

❖ In chapters 9-11, the apostle is dealing with Israel in general rather than 
Israelites individually. When he says ‘everyone’ or ‘all’, he is intending to 
describe the vast majority and not necessarily every single individual (v. 9:6)

❖ The apostle describes his explanation as a revealed ‘mystery’ which means we 
must approach these chapters with humility and hold our positions with 
humility never assuming we have discovered and fully comprehended God’s 
sovereign plan.

❖ Throughout these chapters, the apostle expresses great care and concern for 
the glory of God. In studying these chapters, do we find ourselves more 
concerned about the glory of God or our own doctrinal positions on these 
difficult passages?

With these reminders fresh in our minds, we will find ourselves more properly 
prepared to consider the two main points that Paul now presents in this 
chapter: 
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1. Has God rejected His people (Israel)?

As has been his common response to various objections raised throughout his 
letter, the apostle responds to such a question by saying, “God forbid! By no 
means! How could you think such a thing!?” He then provides his own testimony 
as an example that God has not abandoned His people, and that their rejection 
is not total. Again, identifying himself with Israel, Paul points out his rich 
Israelite heritage, and yet he’s one of the redeemed. 

In every generation throughout history, there has always been a believing 
remnant of Israel that has been reserved and preserved by God’s grace and 
mercy. Paul uses evidence from Old Testament Scripture to point out that 
Israel’s current condition is not necessarily something new. There has always 
been the ‘elect’ and the ‘rest’ concerning Israel as a whole. The majority of Israel 
has currently been ‘hardened’. 

As was explained throughout chapter ten, Israel’s hardening is one that has 
been self-induced. God is not to blame for their hardening. Israel is responsible 
for their rejection. God has simply given them over to their own stubbornness. 
It’s a judicial abandonment that Israel (and to be sure, all mankind) rightly 
deserves. But in His grace, God has chosen to save some. Israel’s rejection is not 
a total rejection because there is obviously a believing remnant.  

2. Has Israel fallen beyond recovery?

The previous point may lead others to object, “So some have been saved, but the 
majority has stumbled. Is that just how it is and how its going to be?” 
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The apostle again answers by saying, “God forbid! By no means! How could you 
think such a thing!?” And then he explains that because Israel has stumbled, 
salvation has come to the Gentiles in order to make Israel jealous and envious 
leading to salvation for Israel. The apostle is implying that in the future a great 
number of Israelites will one day place their trust, hope and faith in the 
accomplished work of Christ that they originally rejected. 

Some argue that this grand recovery among Israel may take place through a 
mass awakening among national Israel prior to the second coming of Christ, but 
most likely Paul is referring to the progressive manner in which ‘Israelites’ will 
come to faith in Christ throughout church history in the same manner as the 
Gentiles will come to faith in Christ.  

That is why Paul hopes to contribute to this awakening among the Israelites 
through his ministry to the Gentiles. He hopes his ministry to the Gentiles 
succeeds to the point it begins to change the hearts of Israel. Hopefully the faith 
of the Gentiles will provoke jealousy among Israel which will lead to their 
salvation and a greater blessing for the Gentiles and the church as a whole. This 
is the mystery of how Israel will be saved.

The apostle makes it plain to his Gentile readers that he wants them to 
understand this mystery in order to prevent them from pridefulness and 
looking down upon Israel and their unbelief. All too often, our ignorance is 
what breeds our conceit. Understanding God's sovereign plan is conducive to 
proper Christian humility.
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Paul uses the example of an olive tree to portray the cultivation of all God’s 
people and to remind Gentile believers, “Do not boast! The root (promises made to 
Israel) is what supports you! You are just a branch. Don’t forget that you are as 
vulnerable as the branches that have been cut off.” We ought to possess a profound 
respect and reverence remembering that we are saved according to God’s 
sovereign (and mysterious) plan and not according to our own striving and 
goodness. 

The ‘mystery’ that was previously hidden is now revealed. A hardening has 
come among Israel in general as the full number of elect Gentiles are being 
saved and as the full number of elect Israelites are being saved (‘All Israel’). 
There is hope for an awakening among the people of Israel, but that hope rests 
in the very thing that the Gentiles are now receiving - justification by grace 
alone through faith alone in Christ alone. ‘All Israel’ is currently being saved in 
the same way and at the same time as the ‘fullness of the Gentiles’ is being saved. 

The covenants, promises and privileges were given to Israel (v. 9:4-5) and they 
are irrevocable. Gentiles have been granted access to these by being grafted into 
the olive tree of God's chosen people. God’s plan of calling a people for Himself 
is working out exactly how He has always planned for it to work out.

If we struggle with the unlikelihood of salvation coming to Israel in this way, 
we must not forget that the restoration of Israel is actually a more natural 
process than the inclusion of the Gentiles. 

For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, 
contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the 
natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree. (Romans 11:24)
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God’s unfolding plan of salvation throughout the course of human history has 
been structured in such a way as to highlight God’s amazing grace and great 
mercy. For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all (v. 32). 

God has ordered that everyone should be convicted of their disobedience 
without any hope of escape by human merit that He might display the richness 
of His amazing grace and mercy. He displayed His amazing grace by saving the 
Gentiles when you would have assumed only Israel would be saved, and He is 
displaying His amazing grace by saving a great number of Israel when you 
would have assumed they had been completely rejected. Such an amazing plan 
of grace and restoration for those whom God calls, justifies and glorifies ought 
to lead us into the deepest expressions of awe, wonder and worship which is 
exactly where Paul finds himself in v. 33-36.  

“For eleven chapters Paul has been giving his comprehensive account of the 
gospel. Step by step he has shown how God has revealed his way of putting 
sinners right with himself, how Christ died for our sins and was raised for our 
justification, how we are united with Christ in his death and resurrection, how 
the Christian life is lived not under the law but in the Spirit, and how God plans 
to incorporate the fulness of Israel and of the Gentiles into his new community. 
Paul’s horizons are vast. He takes in time and eternity, history and eschatology, 
justification, sanctification and glorification. Now he stops, out of breath. 
Analysis and argument must give way to adoration.”1

The apostle concludes the theological portion of his letter (1-11) by falling on his 
knees and worshipping through this great doxology. True understanding of 
God will always lead to a heart of worship. 

    John Stott, The Message of Romans, (InterVarsity Press: 1994), 309.1
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There can be no doxology without theology and should never be theology 
without doxology. Do we find ourselves alongside of Paul in praise and 
worship at the close of this chapter or have we gotten lost along the way?

Have we assumed that we can trace out God’s plans? Have we assumed that we 
have a full understanding of how God works? Have we attempted to offer 
advice on how God should carry out His plan and purposes? Have we assumed 
that God is obligated to us in any way? Have we assumed that we are entitled 
to anything from Him? God’s wisdom and ways are far beyond our human 
understanding. We must praise Him for what we've come to understand and 
trust Him with everything we don’t. 

Many people find themselves discouraged in the study of these chapters (9-11) 
and the complexity of things in them that are impossible to completely 
comprehend. Many others seem to feel that there is little to gain from such a 
study and seemingly ask, “What’s the point in trying to understand these chapters 
anyway? How does a understanding of these chapters concern me in my daily life as a 
Christian?” 

Here are two points worth making:  

1. Understanding these chapters gives us an assurance in the absolute 
certainty of God’s faithfulness, plan and purposes. An understanding of 
these chapters ought to lead to an unexplainable comfort for us as a 
Christian. We are one of God’s chosen people and a chosen part of God’s 
sovereign plan of redemption. Don’t we want this kind of comfort and 
certainty? Is that kind of assurance not tremendously helpful to our lives 
here as Christians? 
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2. Understanding these chapters leads us into a sense of great humility and a 
disposition of awe, wonder and worship at the greatness and glory of our 
amazing God. Is this not the life-blood of what it means to be a Christian in 
the first place? An understanding of these three chapters ought to rightly 
lead us to cry out with the apostle in v. 33-36. 

All things come from God, all things come through God and all things are done 
for the ultimate glory of God. Praise Him for our humble place in His sovereign 
plan to redeem the entire world through His own amazing grace and incredible 
mercy which was powerfully displayed on the cross of Christ bringing salvation 
to those who believe - to Israel first and then to the Gentile. Amen.
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