
The Majesty and Mission of Jesus 
Study 18: Warning Jerusalem

Read Mark 13:1-37

And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what 
wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see 

these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be 
thrown down.” And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and 
James and John and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will these things be, 

and what will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” 
(Mark 13:1-4)

Jesus has come into Jerusalem with a triumphant entry that quickly turned into 
a trivial exit. He has revealed Himself as Israel’s Christ (Savior King) and the 
Redeemer of God’s people, but His people have not received Him as such. We 
have come to realize that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem was not intended to 
triumphantly bring joy but rather to tragically bring judgement upon the 
religious authorities in the city and more specifically the religious system 
surrounding the Jerusalem Temple. 

In His metaphorical cursing of the fig tree, Jesus has declared that no one may 
ever eat fruit from this system and structure again (v. 11:14). In His exemplary 
cleansing of the Temple, Jesus has addressed the Temple’s contamination and 
announced its approaching termination (v. 11:17). And in His parabolic teaching 
about the vineyard, Jesus has condemned the wicked tenants and their tower 
and considers Himself to be the Cornerstone of the True Temple (v. 12:9-10).
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In chapters 11-13 of his account, Mark has been strategically revealing the 
fulfillment of what was prophesied throughout the Old Testament and most 
specifically what was foretold according to the prophet Malachi. 

“Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me (Malachi 3:1 and 
Mark 1:2). And the Lord whom you seek ('the Christ') will suddenly come to His 

Temple (Malachi 3:1), and His people must turn their hearts to Him lest He come and 
strike the land with a decree of utter destruction (Malachi 4:6).”

 
Our Lord has come to His Temple but is now seen coming out of the Temple to 
sit upon the Mount of Olives in final judgement. This particular chapter of Mark 
is most reasonably understood as the culmination of his argument which began 
in chapter eleven against the religious leaders of Jerusalem and their Temple.1

❖ Question #1: In your own words, how would you explain the primary focus 
of what’s been taking place in chapters 11-13? Are Jesus’ actions more of an 
amendment to God’s plan for His people or the fulfillment of His plan? Why?

The Disciples Wondering

As Jesus leaves the Temple for the final time in Mark’s account, one of His 
disciples points out the magnificence and grandeur of the Jerusalem Temple. 
This disciple’s awesome description of the Temple’s design quickly gives way to 
Jesus’ astonishing declaration of the Temple’s oncoming destruction. He says, 

“Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another 
that will not be thrown down.” (v. 13:2) 

   James R. Edwards, The Gospel According to Mark, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002), 385.1
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Jesus’ prophetic warning now has the disciples personally wondering about 
what He’s implying. As He takes a seat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
ask Jesus two very important questions. 

1. When will these things be?
2. What will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?

Now if we were to observe the parallel account recorded in the book of 
Matthew, we would notice the second question being worded differently. In 
Matthew, the disciples ask, “When will all these things be, and what will be the sign 
of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3) This has led many people 
to believe that the disciples are asking Jesus about His second coming that was 
to take place in the distant future. However, such an observation presumes an 
eschatological (“end times”) understanding on the disciples’ part that just 
doesn’t seem to be the case throughout their time on earth with Jesus. We ought 
to remember that the disciples still aren’t even expecting Jesus’ crucifixion, 
resurrection or ascension. So why would we somehow assume that they are 
asking a question about His future second coming (as we understand it)? 

The key to understanding the second question being asked by the disciples is to 
remember that the disciples are expecting Jesus to establish His reign on earth. 
They are certainly not expecting Him to in some way depart and then return to 
the earth much later. In asking about when everything will be “accomplished”, 
the disciples are essentially assuming that the destruction of the Temple and the 
consummated (“accomplished”) reign of Christ as King on the earth will be two 
events that happen together. The “secret of the Kingdom” (v. 4:11) is still a mystery 
to the disciples that they will fail to understand until the Holy Spirit later comes 
and guides them into a clear understanding of this particular truth (John 16:13). 
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Therefore, we may rightly conclude that the disciples are actually wondering:

1. When will the prophesied destruction of the Temple take place?
2. And what will be the sign of Christ’s consummated (“accomplished”) reign on 

the earth as Israel's Savior King?

Jesus’ Warning

The two important questions asked by Jesus’ disciples are what prompts and 
motivates the entire discourse that follows. The rest of the chapter is our Lord’s 
response to these two questions. 

Now, it’s important to note that many intelligent and well respected biblical 
scholars disagree on the various significance and timing of the signs being 
described throughout this discourse. However, all interpretations of integrity 
agree that Jesus is in some way describing the destruction of the Temple that 
took place in 70 A.D. and is warning His disciples (as well as all Christians) to 
faithfully and watchfully wait for “that Day” He comes to reign on the earth as 
King. Therefore, in these particular matters of dispute over future events that 
are non-essential in regards to our present salvation, we must heed the wise 
instruction of the apostle Paul and pursue what promotes peace and mutual 
upbuilding; never quarreling over differing opinions (Romans 14).   

That being said, as Jesus answers the two very specific questions mentioned by 
His disciples, we can divide His discourse into two sections with various 
subheadings that appropriately answer each of these two questions. The outline 
provided below provides a picture of these specific divisions (even though 
scholars disagree on how to divide this discourse):
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I. Question 1: Concerning the time of the Temple’s Destruction (v. 5-31)
i. The ‘Many Signs’ Leading Up to the Destruction (v. 5-13)
ii. The ‘One Big Sign’ Immediately Preceding the Destruction (v. 14-23)
iii. The ‘Sign of Authority’ Immediately Revealed in the Destruction (v. 24-27)

II. Question 2: Concerning the time of the Consummated Kingdom (v. 32-37)
i. No Signs; A Sudden Arrival; Stay Awake (v. 32-37)

In warning His disciples about the oncoming destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Temple, Jesus begins by explaining various things that will happen between His 
death and what eventually took place in 70 A.D. (v. 5-13). The recorded history 
of this period defends these types of events as actually occurring during this 
time, and we could also read the Book of Acts and see these things taking place 
during this time frame as well. However, we ought to notice that Jesus mentions 
these things in order to prevent His disciples from jumping to conclusions or 
speculating too quickly that these things mean the end is at hand (v. 7-8). 

“No one is either encouraged or commended for attempting to be an eschatological code-
cracker… The premium of discipleship is placed not on predicting the future but on 

faithfulness in the present, especially in trials, adversity, and suffering.”2

After describing the various things that will take place between His death and 
the destruction of the Temple, Jesus then describes the one big sign that signals 
His followers’ last chance to flee the city before its utter destruction (v. 14-23). 
He warns His disciples to see and recognize the “abomination of desolation”. This 
particular phrase had become a symbolic expression used to describe a 
deliberate act of great disrespect to the sanctity of God’s Temple and to God 
Himself so Jesus’ disciples would have had a good idea of what to look for. 

 Edwards, 386.2
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In Luke’s parallel account of this discourse, we are provided with the key to 
understanding what Jesus is referring to when He warns about this particular 
“abomination of desolation”. Jesus says, “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by 
armies, then know that its desolation has come near.” (Luke 21:20) 

As history records the events of the first century in Jerusalem, we come to find 
out that this is exactly what happened in 70 A.D. The Roman commander Titus 
and his Roman army literally surrounded the city of Jerusalem before 
eventually seizing it and leveling it to the ground. The horrors of this 
destruction were recorded by the Jewish historian Josephus and testify that this 
was indeed a catastrophic event of unimaginable tribulation. Josephus writes: 

“Thus did the miseries of Jerusalem grow worse and worse every day… for one would 
have thought that the hill itself, on which the temple stood, was seething hot, as full of 

fire on every part of it, that the blood was larger in quantity than the fire, and those that 
were slain more in number than those who slew them; for the ground did nowhere 

appear visible because of the dead bodies that lay on it… the whole city run down with 
blood, to such a degree indeed that the fire of many of the houses was quenched with 

these men’s blood.”3

This was clearly a time of great tribulation. And after describing the specific 
warning sign of this particular event, Jesus proceeds to use Old Testament 
language and imagery to portray this cataclysmic judgement upon Jerusalem 
and the monumental vindication of His divine authority (v. 24-27). Jesus is 
warning His disciples that once the city and Temple are utterly destroyed like 
He has declared then “they will see” (or then they will know, understand, 
perceive, recognize) that He has in fact been vindicated and given all authority. 

 Josephus, Wars, 5.513; 6.271-276; 6.404-406.3
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The disciples thought that the destruction of the Temple and the consummated 
(“accomplished”) reign of Christ on the earth as King would be simultaneous 
events. However, Jesus is informing them that the destruction of the Temple will 
be in their lifetime (v. 30), and that He would give them a sign warning them of 
its nearness. However, “that Day” of His consummated reign on this earth as 
King (what we now call the ‘second coming’) will not be preceded with any 
signs and will only come after a delayed period of undetermined duration.4

“Jesus responds with two crucial answers. First, he tells them when the temple will be 
destroyed, but, second, he also tells them that, contrary to their expectations, his second 
coming and the end of the age are not to occur at that time (i.e., not at the same time as 

the destruction of the temple). In other words, the destruction of the temple can be dated 
by signs, but the second coming of Christ cannot.”5

❖ Question #2: In what ways has Jesus revealed Himself as Israel’s Christ? In 
what way has His coming not quite been what most of Israel was expecting?

Christians Waiting 

Up until now in His discourse, Jesus has been describing various “signs”. 
However, now a transition occurs in which there are no signs concerning “that 
Day” (v. 32). What day might He be referring to? “That Day” or The Day that all 
of God’s people have been anticipating and awaiting throughout the course of 
history. Jesus is now answering the second question proposed by the disciples 
which was the question directly concerning the Day of His consummated reign 
on the earth as King. Jesus says, “concerning that Day… no one knows” (v. 32).

  Sam Storms, Kingdom Come, (Mentor, 2013), 274.4

 Ibid., 233.5

THE MAJESTY AND MISSION OF JESUS - STUDY 18: WARNING JERUSALEM !7



The implication is clear. Four times in this final paragraph Jesus warns His 
followers to “stay awake… for you do not know when the time will come” (v. 33).

“The purpose of the eschatological discourse in Mark 13 is not primarily to provide a 
timetable or blueprint for the future so much as to exhort readers to faithful discipleship 

in the present.”6

So how can we as Christians living after the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. 
and before the second coming of Christ in future glory as King be faithful 
disciples here in the present?

According to Jesus’ parable of the master of the house (v. 34-36), we are to live 
as faithful disciples in the present by upholding our various Christian 
responsibilities in a persistent posture of watchful waiting. The Master of the 
House has left His servants in charge of the House until that Day He returns. 
Christ has come to fulfill and establish His Kingdom but has now left His 
followers in charge of the Kingdom until that Day He returns to reign on earth 
as King. We as Christians (current citizens of the Kingdom and servants of the 
King) ought to live our daily lives concerned about the welfare of Christ's 
Kingdom and constantly anticipating the return of our King. The Christian life 
is not about working constantly on your life or wandering casually throughout 
your life, but rather the Christian life is about waiting confidently on another 
life in Christ’s consummated Kingdom. C.S. Lewis writes:

“If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world 
were precisely those who thought most of the next. It is since Christians have largely 

ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this.” 

 Edwards, 384.6
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We must remember what Mark has been describing. In Christ, a new Passover is 
approaching (the cross) in which there will be the ultimate deliverance (from 
sin) for the True Israel of God (all believers). Christ is the True Prophet greater 
than Moses leading the true people of God on a new exodus. We are the true 
chosen race and the true holy nation called out of our bondage in darkness and 
established as citizens of the Kingdom of God. We as the true people of God are 
following Christ as we currently are sojourning through the wilderness of this 
world into the ultimate Promised Land (the consummated Kingdom of Christ).

Our Lord's first words in Mark’s account were, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (v. 1:15). Now here in 
chapters 11-13, Jesus has entered Jerusalem, judged Jerusalem and warned 
Jerusalem that the Kingdom of God is now being fulfilled and established right 
before their very eyes in Him alone as the final Temple, the final High Priest and 
the final Sacrifice for all nations. Those who wish to enter the Kingdom aren't 
required to become ‘Israelites’ who adhere to the Old Testament Law. Those 
who wish to enter the Kingdom must repent of their sins and “listen to Him” 
who has come and fulfilled that Law (v. 9:7). Those who were expecting and 
desiring Christ's earthly reign as King must first enter His Kingdom in this way. 

You see, the “secret of the Kingdom of God” (v. 4:11) is the mysterious way in 
which the Kingdom of God has already come but is still yet to be consummated. 
We as citizens of the Kingdom and servants of the King are to be faithful 
disciples in the present by following Christ throughout this life as strangers in 
this world waiting and journeying towards that Day that our Lord will bring us 
into the ultimate Promised Land of His eternal Kingdom and His “accomplished” 
reign in glory over a New Earth as King of the True Israel of God (all believers).
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❖ Question #3: In what ways does Jesus' parable concerning the master of the 
house provide some practical implications for us as current citizens of the 
‘already but not yet’ Kingdom of God? In what ways does Israel’s wilderness 
experience shed light on how we are to live now as Christians? 
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Summary Statements:

❖ The disciples are expecting Jesus’ reign on earth; not His future return to it.

❖ The Christian life is not about working constantly on your life or wandering 
casually throughout your life, but rather the Christian life is about waiting 
confidently on another life in Christ’s consummated Kingdom.

❖ Those who wish to enter the Kingdom must repent and “listen to Christ”.

❖ The “secret of the Kingdom of God” (v. 4:11) is the mysterious way in which the 
Kingdom of God has already come but is still yet to be consummated.


