
Letter to the Romans 
Study 19: A New Relationship to God and the Church

The apostle Paul has just completed eleven grand chapters of exposition and 
now begins his closing instructions of exhortation. He has provided his readers 
with an exhaustive synopsis of the gospel of Jesus Christ and now looks to 
encourage his readers to pursue the appropriate response of Christian 
discipleship. 

The first two verses of this chapter could have technically been the closing 
statement and final declaration of the entire letter. The rest of the letter is simply 
the apostle offering practical explanations of what he means in these first two 
verses. These verses summarize the way in which we ought to respond to what 
we’ve read up to this point, and they completely cover what it means to live in a 
way that pleases God.      

By beginning with the word ‘Therefore’, the apostle is pointing his readers back 
to the entire exposition of chapters 1-11, and then by appealing to ‘God’s mercy’, 
he is hanging the entire reason and motivation for the Christian life as a 
heartfelt response to a proper understanding of the gospel. Any other 
motivation for becoming a Christian or living a Christian life is an improper 
reason for doing so. 
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John Stott writes:

“[Paul] knows - not least from his own experience - that there is no greater 
incentive to holy living than a contemplation of the mercies of God.”     1

Our new relationship to God, as defined by the apostle Paul, carries with it the 
sacrificial imagery of the Old Testament. In light of God’s great sacrifice for us, 
we are to offer ourselves back to Him as ‘living sacrifices’. True godliness is 
giving your entire self as your humble gift to God. However, our sacrifice isn’t 
to be made in the temple or at a church; our sacrifice is to be offered in our own 
homes and in our neighborhoods. We are to present ourselves to God as 
‘instruments for righteousness’ (6:13). 

Unlike Old Testament animal sacrifices, this is a living and active sacrifice to the 
wholehearted service of God and others. The Christian life is not simply a life of 
dying to sin and trying to avoid what is restricted. The Christian life is a life of 
living for God and trying to act out what is righteous. 

When we are truly transformed by our knowledge and understanding of the 
gospel, we will then be able to discover the value and richness of God’s will by 
actually putting it into practice.

Therefore, we can rightly conclude, Christianity is not simply a set of beliefs 
about God; it is a transformative response to the revelation of God and His 
gospel. Christianity is not simply a teaching to be accepted and agreed with; it 
is a particular way of life to be embraced and applied. 

  John Stott, The Message of Romans, (InterVarsity Press: 1994), 321.1
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The first Christians were regarded as people of ‘the Way’ on account of their 
unique way of living their lives in service to their God and one another (Acts 
22:4). There was something very different and distinct about them that was 
plainly seen by those around them. Can we rightly call ourselves people of ‘the 
Way’? Is our way of life different and distinct from the lives of those around us? 

As we begin to look at the apostle’s practical examples of how to live as a 
sacrifice to God, we would be wise to examine our own lives and whether or 
not we are appropriately putting our theology into practice. 

To begin with, our new relationship to God comes with the responsibilities to 
serve, love and sympathize with those around us - especially those among the 
church. The apostle exhorts us to think of ourselves with honest and accurate 
judgement and avoid the temptations to think too highly of ourselves or too 
lowly of ourselves. We all hold distinct value in the church body, and we’ve all 
been gifted uniquely by God for the flourishing and functioning of that body. 

Therefore, we must hold a proper view of ourselves and a perceptive view of our 
gifts in order to efficiently and effectively play our role within the church body 
as a whole. That being said, the apostle provides a list of seven distinct spiritual 
gifts and the manner in which each should be carried out (v. 6-8).

Spiritual Gifts Mentioned in Romans 12:

❖ Prophecy - with caution and with full confidence of the Spirit’s conviction.
❖ Serving - with a sacrificial heart
❖ Teaching - with conviction concerning truth and with pastoral care
❖ Exhorting, Encouraging, Counseling - with a comforting and consoling heart
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❖ Contributing - with generosity and sincere concern for the needs of others
❖ Leadership - with desire and diligence
❖ Mercy, Caring - with a cheerful and compassionate heart     

In examining the proper motivations behind the practice of these spiritual gifts, 
the apostle sums up all of his exhortations with the call to love. Love is what 
should rule and shape all of the Christian’s relationships and especially his 
relationships within the church. Over the next eight verses (v. 9-16), the apostle 
provides us with his “recipe for love”  and gives a list of twelve ways we ought to 2

show our love for one another. 

Twelve Ways We Ought to Love One Another:

❖ We are to love with sincerity (v. 9). We must never attempt to love someone 
out of the motivation to be seen or praised by others. We must love others to 
love others.

❖ We are to hate what is evil and hold on to what is good (v. 9). We ought to have 
an utter distaste for sin and a hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

❖ We are to devote ourselves to one another as family (v. 10). We are the adopted 
children of God and are now brothers and sisters with the same loving 
Father.

❖ We are to consistently honor one another (v. 10). We are to consider our brothers 
and sisters as more significant than ourselves (Philippians 2:3-4).

❖ We are to serve the Lord passionately as the Spirit leads us (v. 11). We ought to 
concern ourselves with committed service to God’s kingdom and God’s 
people.

 Stott, 330.2
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❖ We are to rejoice in our hope and wait for it patiently and prayerfully (v. 12). We 
ought to live with consistent and confident expectation of our Lord’s return. 

❖ We are to commit ourselves to contributing to the needs of others (v. 13). We ought 
to generously share our excess with our Christian brothers and sisters (Acts 
4:32-35).

❖ We are to show hospitality (v. 13). We ought to pursue and practice an open 
home with our brothers and neighbors seeking to serve them with our stuff. 

❖ We are to bless everyone no matter the circumstances and curse no one (v. 14). We 
must always love unconditionally and do good even when its difficult. 

❖ We are to express sympathy and empathy (v. 15). We ought to celebrate with 
those celebrating no matter our condition and hurt with those hurting no 
matter our comfort. True love enters into the experiences and emotions of 
others.  

❖ We are to live in harmony with one another (v. 16). We ought to have a common 
mind, spirit and purpose with our Christian brothers. Brothers in Christ 
ought to naturally share the same serious convictions and concerns in life.

❖ We are to be ready and willing to associate with anyone and everyone (v. 16). We 
should never consider ourselves as better than anyone else nor cling to any 
superior status of any kind (Philippians 2:4-8)  

So here the apostle has provided us with a comprehensive example of true 
Christian love but has done so with general and basic principles that are meant 
to be specifically applied. The temptation for us is to simply observe these 
principles and leave them as they are rather than seriously contemplating their 
specific and direct application. 

It’s one thing to say, “I need to show more hospitality.” However, it’s quite another 
to say, “I need to have my neighbors, Jay and Miranda, over for dinner.” 
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If we fail to sincerely ask ourselves, “How can I do this very thing here and now 
under my current circumstances and within my current circle of influence?” then we 
fail to experience the life-altering-kingdom-advancing transformation that is 
intended for the Christian life. 

Therefore, in light of our understanding of the amazing grace displayed in the 
gospel of Christ, we find ourselves renewed with a new relationship to God and 
a new relationship to those around us. However, a response to this knowledge 
and understanding is now required. It’s one thing to know I’m a father to three 
boys and quite another to actually act as their father. Christianity is not simply 
theology explained and accepted; true Christianity is theology embraced and 
applied.   
    

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us 
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. (Titus 2:11-14)   
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