
THE NEW PASSOVER 
MARK 14:1-31 

As we enter into the final section of Mark’s account, we might recall the  significance of the 
events that have led up to these final moments in the life of Christ. Mark has carefully 
constructed his case that in Christ, a new Passover is approaching (the cross) in which there 
will be the ultimate deliverance (from sin) for the True Israel of God (all believers). Christ is 
the True Prophet greater than Moses leading the true people of God on a new exodus. His 
followers are the true chosen race and the true holy nation called out of their bondage in 
darkness and their slavery to Sin and Death. And so, followers of Jesus are the redeemed 
people of God who are following Christ through the wilderness of this world and on the way 
to the ultimate Promised Land (the consummated or “accomplished” Kingdom of God). 

With this new and ultimate exodus at the forefront of our minds, now we come to the events 
pertaining to this new Passover that fulfills the old and institutes the ultimate and true way of 
deliverance for the redeemed people of God. 

The final section of Mark’s account (ch. 14-16) describes the betrayal, arrest, trial, crucifixion, 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus with two-thirds of the material pertaining to the events 
surrounding the cross of Christ (ch. 14-15). As we begin this section, we come to what is the 
longest chapter in Mark’s account and what tragically describes the absolute abandonment 
of Jesus’ followers and the total defection of all his disciples.   

Our Lord Preparing 

The final week and what proved to be the most signifiant events of Jesus’s life here on earth 
took place during what would have been the most crowded, congested and chaotic 
calendar week in and around the city of Jerusalem. It was the week of celebrating the 
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread which can be briefly described as follows: 
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Passover — the celebration commemorating the most important moment in Israel’s history 
when God delivered his people out of their bondage in Egypt and established them as his 
chosen people and as his holy nation. 

Feast of Unleavened Bread — the weeklong celebration beginning on the night of the 
Passover meal commemorating the Israelites departure out of Egypt which was so hurried 
that there was not even enough time to allow dough to rise.           1

The required celebration of the Passover made this event the greatest pilgrimage festival on 
the Israelite calendar and therefore, the inadequate city limits of Jerusalem would be 
crammed and bursting with chaos. 

However in the midst of this chaos, Jesus repeatedly demonstrates his precise preparation 
and complete control over everything that continues to unfold. Jesus has planned and 
prepared for his death and departure from this world with a level of precision equalling his 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem (11:2-3).  

Mark describes how Jesus sends two of his disciples to a specific place in order to find a 
specific man doing a specific task who would then take them to a specific house where 
another specific man has already prepared a specific room for the specific purpose of 
accommodating Jesus and his followers to eat the Passover meal (14:13-15).  

As James Edwards points out:       

“Jesus is not a tragic hero caught in events beyond his control. There is no hint of 
desperation, fear, anger, or futility on his part. Jesus does not cower or retreat as plots are 
hatched against him. He displays, as he has throughout the Gospel, a sovereign freedom 
and authority to follow a course he has freely chosen in accordance with God’s plan. Judas 
and others may act against him, but they do not act upon him.”  2

  

   James R. Edwards, The Gospel According to Mark, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002), 4111

   Edwards, 4192
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As Mark describes the way in which the religious authorities are “seeking how to arrest 
[Jesus] by stealth and kill him” (14:1), we realize that they are merely plotting to carry out a 
plan that Christ has already initiated and prepared for himself. No one takes his life without 
his own willingness to be taken (John 10:18). 

Now, in the midst of Jesus’ preparation and his opponents’ plotting, Mark inserts a story 
about an unnamed woman in a leper’s home located outside of Jerusalem. In stark contrast 
with the priestly men plotting his death inside of Jerusalem, this woman prepares Christ for 
his burial by anointing him with an incredibly expensive and probably sentimental ointment 
(14:8).  

A controversial and compassionate embrace by a cultural ‘outsider’ is once again 
commended and set over against the constant misunderstanding of the cultural ‘insiders’.      
Closeness to Christ and Christianity does not guarantee committed devotion and 
faithfulness. This story of the unnamed woman in the leper’s home outside the city proves 
true discipleship is often found in the most unexpected places.  

Our Lord Predicting 

Immediately following the uplifting account of an unnamed woman, Mark moves right into 
describing the unashamed betrayal of an appointed disciple. Judas joins the religious 
authorities in their plot to kill Jesus, but again, this is a plot that falls under the overarching 
providence of Jesus’ own preparation.  

However, Judas is not simply a pawn forcefully moved by the hands of a Higher Power. We 
must rightly come to see that Judas willingly “went” to the religious authorities on his own, 
and therefore he is the one solely responsibly for his decision to “betray [Jesus] to 
them” (14:10). Our Lord never initiates man to sin for the sake of his own purposes, but he is 
always sovereignly using man’s sin for his own plans and the ultimate good of his people 
(Romans 8:28). 
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As our Lord predicts the formal betrayal of the one disciple , he also proceeds to predict the 3

falling away of all his disciples (14:27). He had warned them repeatedly “on the way” to 
Jerusalem about the cost that was coming for those who desired to follow him (8:34-38), 
and he has just recently instructed them on the importance of staying awake and staying on 
watch as Christ followers awaiting the consummated Kingdom (13:37). Now in a startling 
prediction, Jesus points out the prophetic truth that when God strikes the Shepherd, the 
sheep are going to scatter (14:27).  

James Edwards writes: 

“Jesus warns the disciples to guard against the kind of sinfulness of which most of us are 
most guilty: sins of weakness and irresoluteness rather than sins of intention. We do not plan 
on sinning, but neither do we hold the fort when we ought.”   4

As Christians or followers of Christ, we are citizens of a Kingdom not of this world that has 
already been established but has not yet been consummated. We are loyal subjects of a 
King reigning as the King of kings and yet waiting to consummate his reign as ‘the King’ on 
and over the earth. We ought not be surprised to experience opposition and oppression in 
this life and in this world. And so, there must be resoluteness in our decision to follow and 
trust Christ.  

We must settle it here and now where we stand if we have any chance of standing at all. 
Have you settled what your answer will be if your faith requires the loss of your job, your 
relationships or even your life?  

We must hope and desperately pray for help to overcome not just the sins we currently 
commit but also the sins that we are likely to commit if we find ourselves forced into 
threatening situations and circumstances of serious pressure, persecution, opposition and 
oppression.     

   see 14:18 and see John 6:70-713

   Edwards, 4284
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As Jesus predicts the falling away of all his disciples, Peter finds this prediction utterly 
inconceivable. He views himself as probably the strongest of all the disciples (14:29) and 
declares that even if it costs him his life, he will not deny Christ as his Lord (14:31).  

However before that night is even over, his courageous claim will be put to shame by the 
confrontational questioning of a simple servant girl (14:66-72). You see, we might easily 
make noble proclamations in the midst of our comforts and security, but how quickly they 
can melt under the pressures of public heat and confrontation.   

As preparations have been made for the Shepherd to be struck, our Lord predicts the 
absolute abandonment of his followers and the total defection of all his disciples. In what 
quickly becomes an incredibly dramatic turn of events. Edwards describes the scene like 
this, “[the disciples] all drank of the cup (14:14-23), they all confess their allegiance (14:31),
…  and they all flee (14:50)!”  5

Our Lord Presiding 

Sandwiched in between the formal betrayal of Judas and the predicted falling away of all 
the disciples is the one main event that summarizes everything that is taking place. In the 
specific room that had been prepared for them, Jesus and his disciples are celebrating the 
Passover meal.  

As already mentioned, the Passover was the celebration commemorating the most 
important moment in Israel’s history when God delivered his people out of their bondage in 
Egypt and established them as his chosen people and as his holy nation. The Passover was 
the tenth and final plague that God sent upon the Egyptians in order to free his people from 
their four hundred years of oppression experienced in slavery to Egypt.  Through this 6

plague, God was bringing his justice upon the land through the death of all firstborns (man 
and animals) throughout Egypt. Everyone in Egypt (including Israelites) was set to suffer the 
wrath and justice of God.  

   Edwards, 4305

   see Exodus 126
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However, for those who trusted him as their God, their was a way to escape the wrath that 
was coming. The blood of a lamb was to be put on the doors of your home, and then death 
would pass over you. Trusting in the sacrificial substitute for salvation was the only way one 
could be spared and delivered from the justice of God. This is how God delivered his 
people from their bondage in Egypt, and therefore this was the distinguishing moment in 
history that gave Israel its identity as God’s chosen people. Therefore, God’s people were to 
observe this Passover throughout the generations to remember God’s salvation forever.    7

Now in observing the Passover meal, there was a very specific order and routine that was to 
be carried out throughout the course of the meal. The presider over the meal would get up 
with a glass of wine at four specific points during the time at the table in order to explain the 
significance of each element and every aspect of the meal. The four different points were 
meant to represent four big promises that God made to Israel which consisted of their 
freedom from Egypt, deliverance from slavery, redemption by God’s power and a renewed 
relationship with God as his own chosen people.   8

As the third point in the meal approached (the period associated with the promise of 
redemption by God’s power), the presider over the meal would get up and bless the 
elements of the meal by explaining their symbolic significance pertaining to the first 
Passover and Israel’s exodus from Egypt.  

However, as Jesus gets up to administer this particular portion of the meal, we see the rich 
tradition of the past being absorbed into our Lord’s institution of something entirely new. 
Jesus blesses the elements but then proceeds to associate their symbolic significance with 
himself rather than with history. Jesus doesn’t merely preside over the feast; he portrays 
himself as the feast.  

In Christ, a new Passover is here and the true freedom, deliverance and redemption of God’s 
true chosen people comes in the only true Way of salvation which is trusting in the true 
sacrificial Lamb of God and the true blood of the covenant that ultimately fulfills what the 
blood of animals could only foreshadow. 

   see Exodus 12:247

   see Exodus 6:6-78
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In instituting the Lord’s Supper, Jesus institutes a type of new Passover that fulfills (not 
replaces) the old Passover and commemorates our Lord as the graciously given Bread of 
Life (John 6:35) and the sacrificial Lamb of God (John 1:29). We are the redeemed people of 
God waiting “until that day” we drink that final glass of new wine as renewed people in our 
renewed relationship with God upon a renewed earth on which Christ will reign as King 
(14:25).  

Timothy Keller describes it in this way: 

“The Lord’s Supper gives us a small, but very real, foretaste of [our] future… Imagine you 
were in Egypt just after that first Passover. If you stopped Israelites in those days and said, 
“Who are you and what is happening here?” they would say, “I was a slave, under a sentence 
of death, but I took shelter under the blood of the lamb and escaped that bondage, and 
now God lives in our midst and we are following him to the Promised Land.” That is exactly 
what Christians say today. If you trust in Jesus’s substitutionary sacrifice, the greatest 
longings of your heart will be satisfied on the day you sit down for that eternal feast in the 
promised kingdom of God.”   9

The final words of Jesus close this new Passover in the same way that he closed his 
discourse concerning the Temple. We, as his disciples and citizens of his Kingdom, are to 
live in expectation of “that day” when we will finally feast with our King in his consummated 
Kingdom on a renewed earth with us as his renewed people.  

And so, may we remain watchful and stay faithful as we live in between remembering what 
he’s already done and looking forward to what he’s promised to do in the future.  

   Tim Keller, King’s Cross, (Redeemer CityNet, 2011), 1729
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