
BE CONTENT 
PHILIPPIANS 4:11-13 

We currently live in the wealthiest nation in human history, and we work in a society with an 
unprecedented amount of opportunities to accumulate large amounts of personal wealth. In 
a society that is overflowing with great financial freedom and opportunities, what should be 
our perspective and our responsibility as Jesus-followers when it comes to climbing the 
corporate ladder and joining the pursuit of personal happiness?  

Is corporate America an evil empire that Jesus-followers ought to avoid altogether?    

In his letters to the church in Thessalonica, the apostle Paul offers us some wisdom as it 
pertains to the Jesus-follower and his responsibility towards work. In these letters, Paul 
strongly commands and repeatedly encourages all Jesus-followers to work hard and put 
forth a serious effort to earn their own living. 

Paul writes in 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12:  

“If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk in 
idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now such persons we command and encourage 
in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.” 

There is nothing respectable or God-honoring about a Christian who casually freeloads 
through life never seriously striving to use the skills that God has graciously given him to 
earn a living for himself and his family. We are called and even commanded to work.  

We were also created to work. From the beginning, God gave man a garden and told him 
to work it and to cultivate it. Being a productive worker who brings progress in this world 
and who provides for himself and his family is a part of God’s original good purpose for 
humans. And so, it is our responsibility and purpose as Jesus-followers to work hard at 
whatever we do and be productive enough to improve society and to earn a decent living 
for ourselves and for our families. 
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Contrary to some Christian beliefs about money, the Bible doesn’t command Christians to 
follow some sort of rigid vow of poverty that prevents us from participating in some of the 
goods, gadgets and services provided through the economy of this world. Instead, we are 
encouraged to freely enjoy the resources provided for us here on this earth with grateful 
hearts to our gracious God who richly provides all these things for our good pleasure. And 
so, the Christian is free to earn a decent living, to climb the corporate ladder and to enjoy 
the many good gifts that God may give him along the way.  

But, here is where we go wrong with this. There is a very specific way in which we pervert the 
freedom that we have to pursue financial prosperity, and it can be summed up in one very 
specific word — CONTENTMENT.  

Too often, the pursuit of personal happiness and prosperity leads to a destructive 
increase in covetousness and a decrease in contentment.   

The Bible is very clear on this issue and provides some strong warnings in regard to the way 
that money can take us captive and end up robbing us completely of the God-honoring 
attribute of contentment. 

The teacher in Ecclesiastes warns about discontent when he writes:  

“He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his 
income… Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach 
of the rich will not let him sleep.”  1

Wealth will not satisfy, and therefore we must not look for contentment in some sort of 
magic number income. Making lots of money often has an intoxicating way of making you 
want to make more money. The more we make, the bigger the house we must keep, the 
more services we’ll need to buy, the more guests we’ll seek to entertain, and then we’ll need 
to make more money in order to sustain it all. And so, like this passage tells us, the sleep of 
the common laborer is often more peaceful than the sleep of the man in luxury because the 
common laborer has fewer concerns constantly demanding his care and attention.   

   see Ecclesiastes 5:10-121
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The author of Hebrews throws in his two-cents about contentment when he writes: 

“Keep your life free from the love of money, and be content with what you have.”  2

The sin that most directly disrupts contentment is the sin of covetousness. The “love of 
money” is an over-eager desire in our lives for gaining wealth mixed with an envy of those 
who have more than we do. The following words written by Paul to Timothy plainly reveals 
how the pursuit of happiness can make it difficult to be at peace with what we have. 

Paul writes:  

“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and 
we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we 
will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.”     3

A craving to gain more and more wealth kills contentment and will actually lead men to 
compromise their faith. Those with a strong desire to make more money fill their time and 
energy with work leaving them with little time or energy for deep meaningful worship. And 
so the warning here is plain. When we sacrifice the worship of God in the pursuit for more 
wealth for us, we begin to wander from the faith and into the trap of worshipping our work.    

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus tells an insightful parable about a farmer who goes out and 
spreads some seed on four different kinds of soil. The seed that falls on the hard path is 
swept away, the seed that falls on the rocky soil withers away, the seed that falls among the 
thorns eventually gets choked out, and the seed that falls on the good soil flourishes and 
produces a fruitful harvest.  

   see Hebrews 13:52

   see 1 Timothy 6:6-103
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As Jesus explains this parable to his disciples, he reveals that the seed in the story is the 
Word of God or the good news about the Kingdom of God and that only those who hear the 
good news and receive it into their lives without any restraint will truly be transformed by it. 
And as he explains what happened to the seed that fell among the various types of soil, we 
see a strong warning concerning the way money can obstruct and severely damage our 
response to the Word of God in our own lives.  

Jesus said that the seed that fell among the thorns represents those people who listen to the 
Word of God and who even receive the Word of God, but then the cares of this world and 
the deceitfulness of riches and the desire for other things begins to overwhelm their lives 
and eventually chokes out the Word of God leading to tragically unfruitful lives.  If we’re not 4

careful, the temptations that come with wealth, prosperity and the pursuit of happiness will 
eventually rob us of contentment and render our lives fruitless. 

So what do we do to resist this temptation? How can we cultivate a life of contentment? 

It’s not something that’s just going to happen to us without any effort or sacrifice on our part. 
It’s a mindset and a disposition in life that we have to learn and cultivate. And this is 
something that see in the life of the apostle Paul when he writes to the Philippians saying:  

“I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I 
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens 
me.”  5

      
Paul claimed that he had learned the ‘secret’ of contentment. He had learned the secret of 
experiencing peace and satisfaction and joy no matter what his financial circumstances 
where at the time. For Paul, he had learned to thank God when he had more than enough 
and to trust God when he didn’t have enough. And so, the secret of contentment is being 
satisfied with your condition because you trust that God is giving you exactly what you 
need. 

   see Mark 4:18-194

  see Philippians 4:11-135
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Two big questions that we need to answer that might help reveal our current mindset 
towards wealth are the following: 

• Are we content with earning a living or are we concerned about accumulating a lifestyle?  
• Do we enjoy the little gifts in life or eagerly desire the gain of luxury? 

When we learn to be content, money becomes a simple resource rather than a measure of 
success, status or sufficiency. When we learn to be content, life becomes focused on Jesus, 
and money becomes just another tool that we can use to bless others and to serve him.  

And so, may we be careful of getting so caught up in what we're working for that we lose 
sight of who we're working for.  

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” doesn’t mean that Jesus will help 
you become successful, get that promotion, get that raise, or obtain our financial goals and 
dreams. We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us because true contentment 
and fruitfulness in life is found in a life that is lived fully and financially in service to him. 

In the words of Sinclair Ferguson: 

“Contentment is the direct fruit of having no higher ambition than to belong to the Lord at 
his disposal.”

2016  |  Unlimited Potential, Inc.  |  Terry Evans


