
STUDY 2: HOLINESS AND PURPOSE 
1 Peter 2 

Theme verse:  

And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen, and establish you. To Him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. (1 Peter 5:10-11) 

Review from our previous study: 

❖ (1 Peter 1:22-23) Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth 
for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 
since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 
through the living and abiding word of God.  

❖ Starting in v. 1:22, Peter has pointed to the fact that we as believers have 
unifying characteristics that indicate we belong to the same family now. 

1. We have experienced the same rebirth. This spiritual rebirth gives us a 
new nature and a living hope because of our new identity. Now, the 
Holy Spirit lives within us (v. 1:22-23).  

2. We are called to the same love. This is not only a brotherly love but 
also an unconditional sacrificial love like our Lord. This level of love is 
only possible because the indwelling Holy Spirit empowers us to 
overcome our selfishness. This kind of love is not merely an emotion 
but a desire that affects the will and promotes action (v. 1:22).   
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1 Peter 2:1-12: (Unity) 

So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all 
slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 
you may grow up into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. 

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of 
God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being 
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in 
Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” So the 
honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and “A 
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” 
  
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 
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Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions 
of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct 
among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation. 

Table discussion after we read v. 2:1-12. 

Talk about what ‘growth’ is and what is necessary for it to happen. What is 
growth in a natural sense and then what is it in a spiritual sense? Discuss the 
characteristics of an infant and the nature of how they are fed. 

So we as unified believers have not only experienced the same rebirth and now 
are called to the same kind of love, but now we also see that: 

3. We need the same nourishment. Like infants, we ought to crave 
‘spiritual milk’. If you feel like you lack this craving then look to see if 
any of the descriptions of sinfulness above describe the condition of 
your heart. We need to feast on the Word of God which is our source 
of nourishment for our Spirit.  

A quote from Warren Wiersbe: 

❖ “God’s Word has life, gives life, and nourishes life… If we stop feeding on the 
Word, we stop growing, and we stop enjoying (“tasting”) the grace that we 
find in the Lord.” 
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Peter goes on to describe how as believers: 

4. We are like stones of the same building. We as believers are being built 
into the house of God. Jesus is building His church (Matthew 16:18) 
out of those of us described as living stones being built up into a 
spiritual house where Jesus is the chief cornerstone. We are the new 
spiritual house and the holy priesthood that is to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (v. 2:5). 

Cornerstone - In ancient building practices, the cornerstone was the principal 
stone placed at the corner of the edifice. The cornerstone was usually one of the 
largest, most solid, and the most carefully constructed of any in the edifice. 

Question: 

Why does Peter write that Jesus was rejected by men? How did this rejection 
happen? What is the answer and the warning given in v. 2:8?  

In continuing to look at v. 2:5, we notice that Peter describes how as believers: 

6. We are priests in the same temple.  

  A quote from Warren Wiersbe: 

❖ “We are a ‘holy priesthood’ and a ‘royal priesthood’. This 
corresponds to the heavenly priesthood of our Lord, for He is 
both King and Priest.” 
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Table Discussion:  

Talk about the duties of the priests and the sacrifices they offered. How do we or 
how can we fulfill our duties as priests for God and what sacrifices can we 
present? (See Romans 12:1-2) What does this look like practically? 

Peter points out how we as believers are a spiritual house and holy priests and 
then goes on to say that: 

7. We are citizens of the same nation. This description for us as the church is the 
same as God’s description of the nation of Israel. The purpose of Israel was to 
be a light in a dark world. They were to show what a nation ruled by God 
looked like and draw the surrounding nations to God. However, Israel failed 
to remain as a separated people, and they became like the nations around 
them. So now the church today is supposed to be what Israel was intended to 
be then. We are chosen, holy and separated for God.  

A quote from Warren Wiersbe: 

❖ “We are a people of his own special possession, because He purchased us with 
the blood of His own Son (Acts 20:28)… All of these privileges carry with 
them one big responsibility: revealing the praises of God to a lost world.” 

Question:  

What does it mean to "proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light” in v. 2:9? 
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1 Peter 2:13-25: (Submission) 

Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be 
to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish 
those who do evil and to praise those who do good. For this is the will of 
God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people. Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the 
good and gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, 
when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 
For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? 
But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious 
thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might 
follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 
mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him 
who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

Question:  

When you hear the word submission, what are some thoughts that come to 
mind?  
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Some quotes from Warren Wiersbe: 

❖ “Submission does not mean slavery or subjugation but simply the recognition 
of God’s authority in our lives.” 

❖ “God has established the home, human government, and the church, and He 
has the right to tell us how these institutions should be run. God wants each 
of us to exercise authority, but before we can exercise authority, we must be 
under authority.” 

Four points concerning ‘submission’: 

1. So first and foremost our submission is to God. We are to live under His 
authority, His rule, His ways, and trust that they are indeed what’s best. 
People attempt to break free from God’s "rules" in an effort to find freedom 
but only find themselves in bondage to sin and depravity (Prodigal Son). We 
are Gods dearly beloved children. Jesus died for us. Therefore, because we 
know He loves us, our obedience is out of love for Him. It is devotion not 
duty (John 14:15). 

2. We submit to God because this world is not our home. According to 
Scripture, we are strangers and aliens. We are on our way home.  

3. We are soldiers in a spiritual battle. We are at war with the world around us, 
the enemy around us, and the evil desires within us. If we give in to the 
sinful passions inside us then we will soon look like the world around us.  

4. We are living witnesses to the lost world that's watching us. Our walk must 
match our talk because the unsaved around us are watching. Christians in 
the world are representatives of Jesus, especially when in relation to 
government and people in authority.   
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Some quotes from Warren W. Wiersbe:  

❖ “As much as possible, we should seek to cooperate with the government and 
obey the law, but we must never allow the law to make us violate our 
conscience or disobey God’s Word.” 

❖ “Two phrases are important: ‘the will of God’ (1 Peter 2:15) and ‘the servants 
of God’ (1 Peter 2:16). When we do something in the will of God and as the 
servants of God, then we are doing it ‘for the Lord’s sake.’” 

Table discussion after we read v. 2:18-20: 

What is your typical reaction to suffering, especially what you view as unjust 
suffering? What does it mean to submit in the midst of suffering?  

A quote from Warren W. Wiersbe: 

❖ “Sometimes a Christian employee may be wronged by an unbelieving 
coworker or supervisor. For conscience sake, he must ‘take it’ even though he 
is not in the wrong. A Christian’s relationship to God is far more important 
than his relationship to men.” 

So why do we do this and how do we do this? We look to Jesus. 

1. He is our example in life. He suffered unjustly, and they could find in Him 
no sin. 
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Some quotes from Warren W. Wiersbe: 

❖ “Jesus proved that a person could be in the will of God, be greatly loved by 
God, and still suffer unjustly.” 

❖ “Our Lord’s humility and submission were not an evidence of weakness, but 
of power. Jesus could have summoned the armies of heaven to rescue Him!” 

People need a Savior, not an example. However, once a person is saved, they 
would do well to follow the example of Jesus.  

2. He is our substitute in His death. He died the death that we deserved so we 
could live the life that He lived. “For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 
Corinthians 5:21) 

Some quotes from Warren W. Wiersbe: 

❖ “The paradoxes of the cross never cease to amaze us. Christ was wounded that 
we might be healed. He died that we might live. We died with Him, and thus 
we are ‘dead to sin’ (Rom. 6) so that we might ‘live unto righteousness’. The 
healing Peter mentioned in 1 Peter 2:24 is not physical healing, but rather the 
spiritual healing of the soul.” 

❖ “It is not Jesus the Example or the Teacher who saves us, but Jesus the spotless 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29).” 
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3. He is our watchful Shepherd, and we are His sheep. In the Old Testament, 
the sheep died for the shepherd. However, our Shepherd sought us out as 
the lost sheep and died for them.  

A quote from Warren W. Wiersbe: 

❖ “As we live godly lives and submit in times of suffering, we are following 
Christ’s example and becoming more like Him. We submit and obey, not 
only for the sake of lost souls and for the Lord’s sake, but also for our own 
sake, that we might grow spiritually and become more like Christ." 

  
As we look at the two main themes of this chapter - unity and submission - we 
gain a clearer understanding of our holiness and purpose. This chapter, just like 
the last, is all about the glory of God. Our unity as brothers and sisters glorifies 
God, and our submission to authorities in the midst of unjust suffering glorifies 
God as well. They both point the lost world around us to something naturally 
unexplainable and to something (and Someone) bigger than themselves.  
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