
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Study 2: The Sovereignty of the Triune God 

“I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit” 

How can God be three persons and yet still one God? 

“It is important to remember the doctrine of the Trinity in 
connection with the study of God’s attributes. When we 
think of God as eternal, omnipresent, omnipotent, and so 
forth, we may have a tendency to think only of God the 
Father in connection with these attributes. But the biblical 
teaching on the Trinity tells us that all of God’s attributes 
are true of all three persons, for each is fully God. Thus 
God the Son the Holy Spirit are also eternal, omnipresent, 
omnipotent, infinitely wise, infinitely holy, infinitely loving, 
omniscient, and so forth. The doctrine of the Trinity is one 
of the most important doctrines of the Christian faith. To 
study the Bible’s teaching on the Trinity gives us great 
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insight into the question that is at the center of all of our 
seeking after God:  What is God like in himself?”  1

❖ Discussion Question: What comes to your mind when you 
hear the word, Trinity?   

The word Trinity isn’t mentioned in the Scriptures, but the 
concepts of the Trinity are found throughout the Bible. The 
definition of the Trinity is this: God eternally existed as three 
persons — Father, Son and Holy Spirit — and each person is 
fully God, and there is one God. We may never fully understand 
the Trinity, but we can understand the teaching of Scripture in 
three statements: 

1. God is three persons. 
2. Each person is fully God. 
3. There is one God. 

      Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 2261
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God is Three Persons 

The apostle John writes: 

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He existed in the 
beginning with God.  God created everything through 
him, and nothing was created except through him. The 
Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life 
brought light to everyone. ( John 1:1-4)   

Jesus didn’t begin when He entered the womb of Mary; He has 
always been. Jesus began the beginning and was before all 
things begun. He has eternally existed.   

The Deity of Christ is crucial for our understanding and 
imperative for us to have a right standing relationally with God.  
The Deity of Christ means that He is God in the flesh. If I reject 
Jesus as God, then I am rejecting God Himself. And moreover, 
Jesus states in John 14:26, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 
you.”  
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Only God can know God. What this means is that if God doesn’t 
dwell in you, how is it possible for a finite human brain to grasp 
an infinite God?  

Unless the Holy Spirit dwells within us, we cannot have a 
relationship with God. Unless Jesus is God and dies for our sins 
then we cannot be reconciled to God. Unless Jesus raises from 
the dead and sits at the right hand of God then we cannot have 
a relationship with God. And unless the Father sends the Holy 
Spirit then we cannot have our hearts that were once as dull as 
stone turned into flesh. Apart from Jesus, we have no true life.   

“The fact that God is three persons means that the Father 
is not the Son; they are distinct persons. It also means 
that the Father is not the Holy Spirit, but that they are 
distinct persons. And it means that the Son is not the Holy 
Spirit.”  2

    Grudem, 2312
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Each Person is Fully God 

God the Father is clearly God. The evidence throughout 
Scripture is overwhelming and undeniable.   

The Son is fully God. Again, John writes: 

We proclaim to you the one who existed from the 
beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him 
with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. 
He is the Word of life. lThis one who is life itself was 
revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify 
and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life. 
He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us. 
We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen 
and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And 
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 
Christ. (1 John 1:1-3)  

And the author of Hebrews writes: 

Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our 
ancestors through the prophets. And now in these final 
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days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised 
everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the 
Son he created the universe. The Son radiates God’s own 
glory and expresses the very character of God, and he 
sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. 
When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in 
the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God 
in heaven. This shows that the Son is far greater than the 
angels, just as the name God gave him is greater than 
their names. (Hebrews 1:1-4)   

Both of these verses reveal the divine nature and deity of Jesus 
Christ. He is not a created being, but God in the flesh who has 
always been and will alway be. Consider the proclamation of 
Thomas as recorded by John:  

Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this 
time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but 
suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them. 
“Peace be with you,” he said. Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your 
hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any 
longer. Believe!” “My Lord and my God!” Thomas 
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exclaimed. Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you 
have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without 
seeing me.” ( John 20: 26-29)  

If Jesus were not Lord, then He would have had to rebuke 
Thomas’ proclamation. Why? Because Thomas would have been 
breaking the first commandment, ‘You shall have no other gods 
besides me’. However, Jesus doesn’t rebuke Thomas, but instead 
affirms him in his proclamation of worship.   

The Holy Spirit is also fully God. Grudem writes:  

“Once we understand God the Farther and God the Son 
to be fully God, then the trinitarian expressions in verses 
like Matthew 28:19 “baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” assume 
significance for the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, because 
they show that the Holy Spirit is classified on an equal 
level with the Father and the Son.”  3

1 Corinthians 12:4-6; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 4:4-6; 
1Peter 1:2 and Jude 20-21 are some other supporting verses.  

    Grudem, 2373
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(We will go into much greater depth with the Holy Spirit later in 
this study.) 

There is One God 

“Scripture is abundantly clear that there is one and only 
one God. The three different persons of the Trinity are 
one not only in purpose and in agreement on what they 
think, but they are one in essence, one in their essential 
nature. In other words, God is only one being. There are 
not three Gods. There is only one God.”  4

In the book of Deuteronomy, we read the following: 

Listen, O’ Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD 
alone. And you must love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your strength. And you must 
commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands 
that I am giving you today. (Deuteronomy 6:4-6)   

God is unique and there is no one like him. In fact, there can be 
no one like him.  

    Grudem, 2384
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The prophet Isaiah writes: 

I am the LORD; there is no other God. I have equipped 
you for battle, though you don’t even know me, so all the 
world from east to west will know there is no other God. I 
am the LORD, and there is no other. (Isaiah 45:5-6)   

So why is the doctrine of the Trinity so important?   

Grudem helps us out here: 

“First, the atonement is at stake. If Jesus is merely a 
created being, and not fully God, then it is hard to see 
how he, a creature, could bear the full wrath of God 
against all of our sins. Could any creature, no matter how 
great, really save us?   

Second, justification by faith alone is threatened if we 
deny the full deity of the Son. If Jesus is not fully God, we 
would rightly doubt whether we can really trust him to 
save us completely. Could we really depend on any 
creature fully for our salvation?   
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Third, if Jesus is not infinite God, should we pray to him or 
worship him? Who but an infinite, omniscient God could 
hear and respond to all the prayers of all God’s people?  
And who but God himself is worthy of worship?  Indeed, if 
Jesus is merely a creature, no matter how great, it would 
be idolatry to worship him-yet the N.T. commands us to 
do so (Phil. 2:9-11; Rev 5:12-14).   

Fourth, if someone teaches that Christ was a created 
being but nonetheless one who saved us, then this 
teaching wrongly begins to attribute credit for salvation to 
a creature and not to God himself. But this wrongfully 
exalts the creature rather than the Creator, something 
Scripture never allows us to do.   

Fifth, the independence and personal nature of God are 
at stake; If there is no Trinity, then there were no 
interpersonal relationships within the being of God 
before creation, and, without or be without the need for a 
creation to relate to.   
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Sixth, the unity of the universe is at stake: IF there is not 
perfect plurality and perfect unity in God himself, then we 
have no basis for thinking there can be any ultimate unity 
among the diverse elements of the universe either.  
Clearly, in the doctrine of the Trinity, the heart of the 
Christian faith is at stake.”  5

❖ Discussion Question: Come up with a two sentence 
statement if someone were to ask you about the Trinity? 

    Grudem, 247-2485
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