
ZACCHAEUS 
LUKE 19:1-10 

I want to share a story about an encounter between Jesus and a tax collector named 
Zacchaeus.  

In this particular story, Jesus is passing through the ancient city of Jericho, and there is a 
man from that city named Zacchaeus who worked on behalf of the Roman Empire as a chief 
tax collector in that particular region. It was a corrupt business, and Zacchaeus had basically 
made a lot of money by ripping other people off.   

But for some reason, he was very interested in Jesus and was wanting to see him. However, 
as Jesus was passing through town, Zacchaeus couldn’t see him because there was such a 
big crowd gathered around Jesus. So he runs down the road a little bit and climbs up a tree 
so he can see Jesus when he comes by on the road. 

And when Jesus gets to the spot of where Zacchaeus is in that tree, he looks up and tells 
him, “Hurry up and come down, I’m going to hang with you and stay at your house today.” 

Now who knows what Zacchaeus is thinking in this moment, but as soon as he hears this, he 
immediately hurries down the tree and is super happy to welcome Jesus into his home.  

But when the crowd around Jesus realizes what’s going on, they all start complaining about 
it. They can’t believe Jesus is going to hang out with this guy. They’re thinking, “Why would 
Jesus want to stay with a corrupt tax collector?" And some even say, “He has gone in to be 
the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 

But Zacchaeus, now standing before Jesus face to face, humbly declares, “Lord, look, I’m 
going to give away half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from 
anyone, I’m going to pay it back four times as much.” 

And then Jesus said, “Today salvation has come to this house since Zacchaeus too is a son of 
Abraham — a true child of God. For the Son of Man has come to seek and save the lost.” 
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Our Story 

Now, is there anyone that you feel like you can identify with in this story? 

There was a long time in my life where I was a lot like Zacchaeus. I pretty much just took care 
of myself, and I was so focused on being successful in baseball that I didn’t care too much 
about the people around me as long as I was advancing my status in the game. I knew who 
Jesus was and I was definitely interested in learning more about him, but I really didn’t know 
or understand how much he loved me and how much he wanted me to experience a right 
relationship with God. 

But now I’ve learned that no matter how selfish I’ve been in the past or how many people 
I’ve hurt or just ignored in the past, God still wants all of us to enjoy a relationship with him. I 
have come to understand how Jesus is the Son of God who came into this world in order to 
be with us (like he did with Zacchaeus) and to show us how much God loves us.  

And so I have experienced the same kind of transformation that Zacchaeus experienced in 
this story — the love that God has shown me through Jesus keeps me from wanting to just be 
selfish and self-centered like I use to be; I want to be someone who does what is right and 
now I want to be someone who loves other people like God has loved me. 
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