
The Majesty and Mission of Jesus 
Study 21: The Son of God

Read Mark 14:53-15:39

And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw 
that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”

(Mark 15:37-39)

As the hour has come for Christ to finally fulfill His mission, He willingly 
surrenders His life and submits to the will of the Father despite His great 
sorrow over what it would cost Him. Our Lord has put away all the swords and 
willingly surrendered Himself to death, but all His disciples have immediately 
“left Him and fled” (v. 14:50). 

This next portion of Mark’s account focuses exclusively on the trial and 
crucifixion of Christ which was instigated by the religious authorities and 
executed by the Roman government. However, what seems to be the tragic 
ending of Christ’s following is revealed by Mark to actually be the mysterious 
beginning of Christ’s Kingdom.   

Despite the overwhelming denial from those surrounding His trial and death, 
one unsuspecting and unnamed man’s declaration serves to be a powerful 
proclamation of the main point that Mark’s been making since the beginning of 
his account. On the cross of Christ, we are finally able to understand who Jesus 
is, and what it actually means for Him to be the eternal “Son of God” (v. 15:39).  
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The Denial  

As Jesus is arrested and being led to His trial before the high priest, Mark 
proceeds to show how Peter is now following Christ “at a distance” (v. 14:54). 
The disciple who declared that he would die for his faith in Christ is now seen 
following Christ in a way that is most convenient and comfortable for him. This 
picture of Peter intensifies quickly as we soon see him cursing and refusing to 
even say the name of Jesus in front of others. When confronted, he swears, “I do 
not know this man of whom you speak” (v. 14:71).    

How many of us attempt to follow Christ at a safe distance? In what ways do 
we keep our commitment to Christ comfortable and convenient? Peter doesn’t 
deny his Lord on public trial awaiting an execution. Peter denies his Lord in the 
dark of the night at the accusation of a servant girl. It is in the everyday 
conflicts that cost us our comfortable livelihood that true disciples become 
prepared for the ultimate conflicts that may cost us our lives. We must claim 
the name of Christ in our daily living if we have any hope of claiming His name 
in the face of death.   

Sandwiched in between Peter’s following at a distance and his swearing in 
outright denial, Mark places the account of Jesus’ trial before the high priest. 
Our Lord is asked, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” (v. 14:61)  

Up to this point, Jesus had demanded silence concerning His authority as the 
Son of God, but now in response to the high priest’s question, Jesus professes 
His authority plainly and publicly. Christ is misunderstood apart from His 
cross. However, now that the mysterious element of His suffering has come, the 
time has also come for the secret of His Sonship to be revealed.
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In referencing Psalm 110 and Daniel 7:13-14, Jesus claims His divine authority 
and declares that He will be the One surrounded with the ‘shekinah’ glory of 
God (“clouds of heaven”) who will one day judge the entire world. 

The irony of this trial is intense. Jesus is in chains before the court declaring to 
be the Judge. Jesus being held in judgement before the people declares that He is 
the One who will ultimately judge all people. The high priest “tore his garments” 
(v. 14:63) and denies Christ’s claim by accusing Him of blasphemy. The high 
priest of Jerusalem accuses Jesus of the very crime that he himself is 
committing. And now in their efforts to expedite His execution, the religious 
authorities “led Him away and delivered Him over to Pilate” (v. 15:1). 

As our Lord now stands trial before Pilate, He’s asked to answer the same 
question already asked by the high priest, “Are you the King of the Jews?” (v. 15:2) 
Jesus’ response is neither condemning nor clear. He basically answers Pilate by 
saying, “You might want to consider what it is your actually saying.”

Pilate was “amazed” by Jesus’ demeanor (v. 15:5) and “perceived that it was out of 
envy” (v. 15:10) that the religious authorities were so persistent about His 
execution. Pilate doesn’t seem to want to crucify Jesus and looks for a way out 
of doing so in his attempt to have a prisoner released. The question facing Pilate 
in this moment is the same question facing all men who have their 
consciousness stirred through confrontations with Christ. Will he act on this 
conscious awareness and do what he knows deep down he ought to do?

How many of us fall victim to the fear of man rather than falling on our knees 
in the fear of God? How many of us give into public pressure rather than acting 
on personal conviction?  
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In the end, Pilate doesn’t see Jesus worthy enough to take a stand for nor 
significant enough to make a statement of so in an act of indifference, he simply 
hands Christ over to a “routine crucifixion.”  1

Peter denies discipleship, the high priest denies truth and Pilate denies justice 
as Christ is delivered over to the death He came to die. 

❖ Question #1: In what ways do we find public pressure in our own lives 
tempting us to deny Christ? What might it look like to follow Christ at a 
safe distance and how is this a subtle denial of Him as Lord? 

The Death

As Jesus stood trial before the high priest and then again before Pilate, Mark 
makes a point to mention that Jesus “remained silent and… made no further 
answer” (v. 14:61; 15:5). This was certainly “not a silence of defeat, but a silence 
of surrender to God’s sovereignty.”  Mark is drawing out the significance of 2

Jesus’ role as the Suffering Servant of the Lord:

“He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; like a lamb that 
is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, He opened not 

His mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7)

Mark also describes the division of garments (Psalm 22:18), the mockery of 
onlookers (Psalm 22:7) and the cry of Jesus’ desertion (Psalm 22:1) in order to 
draw out the role of Psalm 22 in revealing Christ as being utterly forsaken.

  James R. Edwards, The Gospel According to Mark, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002), 456.1

 Ibid., 459.2
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Perhaps in an effort to avoid sensationalizing or sentimentalizing the death of 
Christ, Mark seems to emphasize the shame and mockery of the cross rather 
than the sheer brutality and physical torture that it so cruelly evoked. Although 
we ought to respect the integrity of the gospel writers in their efforts to not 
provoke any emotionalism in their accounts of the cross, a clear description of 
this Roman method of torture will help us gain a slightly better perspective on 
the courage of Christ and the overwhelming fear of His followers. James 
Edwards writes:    

“Crucifixion was a punishment reserved for non-Roman citizens in which excessive 
cruelty was unleashed on the lowest and most defenseless classes of society - slaves, 
violent criminals, and prisoners of war… Depending on the severity of flogging 
beforehand, some victims survived on crosses several days. Since no major arteries were 
severed, death came not by blood loss, but from hypovolemic shock or exhaustion 
asphyxia or heart failure, or a combination of the above. Crucifixion was a ghastly form 
of death: excruciatingly painful, prolonged, and socially degrading. The thought that 
God’s Messiah could suffer  ‘a cross of shame’ (Hebrews 12:2) was so scandalous that 
some twenty-five years later Paul confessed that the preaching of a crucified Messiah 
was ‘a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles’ (1 Corinthians 1:23).”3

To gain even further perspective on what our Lord endured, we notice that the 
“scourging” of Jesus beforehand left Him utterly unable to continue without 
help. The Son of God didn’t even have the strength left in Him to carry His own 
cross. Instead, a man by the name of Simon of Cyrene is compelled to carry 
Christ’s cross (v. 15:21). Interestingly enough, this man provides the perfect 
portrait of discipleship. Simon of Cyrene (not any of the original disciples) 
literally becomes the first person in history to take up a cross and follow Jesus.   

 Edwards, 468-469.3
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When we begin to understand the suffering of Christ, we will find ourselves 
putting our own suffering in its proper perspective. When faced with various 
situations of suffering in our own life, we may not be able to understand a 
reason whatsoever for why we must experience or endure these kinds of things. 
However, the cross of Christ clearly reveals that no matter the reason for our 
current circumstances, it cannot be because God doesn’t love us. The cross of 
Christ and what He endured to save us demonstrates that God loves us beyond 
what we can even comprehend. “If you see Jesus losing the infinite love of his 
Father out of his infinite love for you, it will melt your hardness.”4

The crowds yelled out, “He saved others, but He cannot save Himself. Let the Christ, 
the King of Israel, come down now from that cross, and we will believe” (v. 15:31-32). 
And although He very well could have saved Himself, our Lord willingly 
sacrificed Himself in order to save us. It wasn’t nails through His hands that 
kept our Lord on that cross; it was love for His people that kept Him hanging. 

❖ Question #2: In what way does a clear understanding of the cross provide 
you with strength to endure any suffering that you may have to endure?

The Declaration

In his account of the crucifixion, Mark records some interesting details 
concerning the time of day and the description of certain events that happen 
during this time. We are told that Jesus was crucified around “the third 
hour” (9:00 am), and then around “the sixth hour” (12:00 pm) darkness came over 
the whole land before Christ cried out with His last breath around “the ninth 
hour” (3:00 pm).

  Tim Keller, King’s Cross, (Redeemer CityNet, 2011), 210.4
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As Christ hangs on the cross, Mark describes “darkness over the whole land until 
the ninth hour” (v. 15:33). Darkness was a definite sign of God’s judgement 
(Amos 8:9), but even more revealing is the fact that darkness over the land was 
the ninth plague in Israel’s exodus just before their deliverance, freedom and 
redemption by God’s power at the first passover (Exodus 10:21-23). As God 
brought down His judgement upon Egypt in order to bring salvation for His 
people, God has now brought down His ultimate judgement upon Christ in 
order to bring the ultimate salvation for His true people.     

After being rejected by His disciples, rejected by Israel and rejected by Rome, 
our Lord is seen suffering His ultimate rejection as He cries out “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” (v. 15:34) For the first time in His eternal 
existence, the Son of God was experiencing the rejection of His Father. 

As our Lord utters this loud cry and breathes His last breath, the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two and the Roman centurion who stood facing Him 
confessed, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (v. 15:39)

This tearing of the curtain and the confession of the centurion reveal the 
mysterious way in which the crucifixion of Christ was the beginning of 
something new and not the tragic end of something that had passed. 

The “curtain of the temple” was the very thing that concealed the Holy of holies 
and the very dwelling place of God’s presence. Only the high priest could enter, 
and only once a year could he do so in order to atone for the sins of the people. 
Through the tearing of the heavens at His baptism (v. 1:10) and the tearing of 
the curtain at His death (v. 15:38), Mark reveals the way in which Christ has 
opened up the heavenly and earthly dwelling places of God to all of humanity.   
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The confession of the Roman centurion foreshadows the fulfillment of “all the 
ends of the earth turning to the Lord” (Psalm 22:27) and the establishment of “a 
kingdom in which all peoples, nations and languages will serve Him” (Daniel 7:14). 
Mark began his account at the baptism of Christ with God declaring Jesus as the 
Son of God who had come to purify His people (Israel, Jerusalem, Temple) and 
inherit the Kingdom that would establish His rule to the ends of the earth over 
all nations. Halfway through his account, Mark’s theme intensifies at the 
transfiguration of Christ where once again God declares Jesus to be the Son of 
God, and Jesus introduces His disciples to the mysterious suffering element of 
the Christ and His Kingdom (v. 8:29-9:13). Now at our Lord’s crucifixion, the 
centurion’s confession bookends Mark’s account of the life of Christ and joins 
the previous two attestations declaring Jesus as the Son of God who suffered 
like no man had ever suffered before. Therefore, Christ’s crucifixion marks the 
consummation of His mission and the climatic revelation of His majesty as the 
eternal Son of God.   5

The sacred curtain of the temple which conceals access into the presence of God 
is torn to pieces, and Christ as the Son of God now stands alone as the true and 
only Way of access into the presence of God. The disciples had rightly identified 
Jesus as the Christ, but the unnamed centurion is the first person to go even 
further and faithfully proclaim Christ as the eternal Son of God. The mystery of 
the Kingdom has now been revealed, and through Christ’s crucifixion and the 
centurion’s confession, we see the King and His Kingdom making its own 
mustard seed entrance into this unsuspecting world that has denied it.

❖ Question #3: What are some observations we could make about the unnamed 
centurion that ought to encourage the way we view true faith in Christ?

 Edwards, 475.5
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Summary Statements:

❖ What seems to be the tragic ending of Christ’s following is revealed by Mark to 
actually be the mysterious beginning of Christ’s Kingdom.

❖ Jesus being held in judgement before the people declares that He is the One who 
will ultimately judge all people.

❖ It wasn’t nails through His hands that kept our Lord on that cross; it was love for 
His people that kept Him hanging.

❖ Therefore, Christ’s crucifixion marks the consummation of His mission and the 
climatic revelation of His majesty as the eternal Son of God.


