
Letter to the Romans 
Study 22: The Apostle’s Purpose, Plans and Praise

It’s at this point in the apostle’s letter that we have completed his enlightening 
exposition (1-11) and his encouraging exhortation (12-15), and now we move 
into the apostle’s closing remarks regarding his purpose in writing the Romans, 
his plans for visiting the Romans and his praise for the God of the Romans. In 
his conclusion, Paul revisits some of the reasons for writing this letter that he 
had opened up with in his introduction. He describes in more detail his 
ministry to the Gentiles, his longing to visit Rome and the power of the gospel 
that He proclaims.

1. Purpose: Priestly Ministry to the Gentiles (v. 15:14-22)

The apostle has written a very thorough and direct letter to a congregation that 
he did not start and one that he had not visited. Therefore, Paul admittedly 
acknowledges that he has written “quite boldly on some points” (v. 15) but also 
expresses his confidence in their ability to properly work out the implications of 
his letter. The reason for his writing such an exhaustive letter is because of the 
unique authority given to him as an apostle appointed by Jesus Christ. This is 
no ordinary teaching; this is God-given authority to speak on behalf of Christ 
Himself. The challenge for his original readers and the challenge for us today is 
to recognize this authority and therefore work out the implications of what the 
apostle has taught. 

LETTER TO THE ROMANS - STUDY 22: THE APOSTLE’S PURPOSE, PLANS AND PRAISE "1



In describing his ministry to the Gentiles, the apostle points out that 
proclaiming the gospel is a distinguishing mark of the one who has offered 
himself as a living sacrifice to God. His own unique and specific purpose is “to 
be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, 
so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit” (v. 
16) However, all of us are generally called to make disciples of all nations and to 
be prepared to give an answer to the hope that we have so that we can make the 
most of every opportunity were given with others. 

An observation worth noting in the apostle’s description of his calling is that a 
‘conversion experience’ doesn’t seem to be his end goal. Notice that the apostle 
isn’t satisfied with obtaining mere professions of faith in response to his 
proclamations. What matters to him is that “the Gentiles might become an offering 
acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit” (v. 16). Paul is not concerned with 
conversion as much as he is total life transformation. How many of us today 
reduce the call to make disciples into some sort of conquest to make converts? 

“The goal of evangelism is complete life change. People have not been 
‘evangelized’ until they have ceased to be their own masters and become joyful 
servants of the Lord.”1

The apostle goes on to claim that Christ has accomplished great things among 
the Gentiles by leading them in obedience to God through the words and deeds 
of the apostle. Paul’s life had become a powerful portrait that displayed the 
validity of his powerful message. 

  Tim Keller. Romans 8-16 For You. (The Good Book Company: 2015) 169.1
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I once heard a sermon by Dr. Crawford Loritts in which he declared, “In the 
Bible, leadership is not a position. It is a portrait of the desired destination.” The 
apostle Paul portrayed what a gospel-believing Christian ought to look like. 

Sharing the gospel is insufficient unless we are portraying the gospel way of life 
in our relationships and interactions with others. 

“This combination of words and works, the verbal and the visual, is a 
recognition that human beings often learn more through their eyes than through 
their ears. Words explain works, but works dramatize words.”2

2. Plans: The Apostle’s Journey to Rome and Beyond (v. 15:23-33)

The apostle had communicated in his introduction that he had often intended to 
visit the church in Rome but had thus far been prevented. Here, he provides an 
explanation to what has hindered him. The apostle has always understood his 
mission as one of preaching to unreached people groups and only building 
upon churches that he himself planted. Since the church in Rome had been 
already been planted and planted by someone else, they were not necessarily an 
urgent priority in Paul’s plans.

However, now the time had arrived that the apostle could comfortably and 
confidently visit the Romans without feeling the burden that his time was 
needed elsewhere. He felt that he had accomplished his work around the 
northeast region of the Mediterranean and now was ready to journey west all 
the way to Spain. 

     John Stott, The Message of Romans, (InterVarsity Press: 1994), 380.2
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Paul states his plans clearly by saying, “I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, 
and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a 
while” (v. 24).  

Therefore, the apostle’s travel plans can be rightly divided into three parts:

1. Writing from Corinth, the apostle is about to set sail from Corinth to 
Jerusalem in order to deliver a donation made by some Gentile churches for 
the church in Jerusalem. (at least 800 miles)

2. If all goes smoothly in Jerusalem, the apostle will then go from there to 
finally visit the church in Rome for a while where he hopes to raise support 
for his ultimate journey into Spain. (at least 1500 miles)

3. After ‘passing through’ the church in Rome, the apostle will then sail west to 
‘preach the gospel where Christ was not known’. (at least 700 miles)

After filling the Romans in on his travel plans, the apostle asks the Romans to 
join him in his struggle by praying for his journey. He has already mentioned in 
his introduction that he has been in constant prayer for the church in Rome so 
now he seeks their prayers that he may be delivered from the unbelievers in 
Judea, and that his service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, so that 
by God's will he may come to them with joy and be refreshed in their company 
(v. 31-32). It is no small matter that we can join others in their struggles (even 
people we don’t know) by offering our time and energy to pray on their behalf.

“We can give up our time for those who are giving up their lives, in prayer. We 
may not be on the mission field, but we are always to be on mission by being on 
our knees.”  3

 Keller, 175.3
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So were the prayers of the apostle answered? Was he spared from the 
unbelievers in Judea? Did he succeed in making it to Rome? Did everything go 
according to plan?

Yes and No.

Notice Paul’s prayer clause “by God’s will” (v. 15:32; 1:10) which echoes Jesus’ 
prayer clause “Your will be done” (Luke 22:42) and exemplifies the teaching of 
James’ prayer clause “if the Lord wills” (James 4:15). Christian prayer always 
assumes the humble posture of submission to God’s sovereignty. 

The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps. (Proverbs 16:9) 

Paul was arrested, tried and imprisoned in Jerusalem, but he was also rescued 
from lynching, flogging and a plot to kill him (Acts 21-23). Paul was granted the 
visit to Rome that he had been promised, but not necessarily how and when he 
had anticipated (Acts 23). He eventually arrives in Rome but his arrival is one as 
a prisoner, and it occurs three years after his arrival into Jerusalem. 

Prayer is not some sort of automated blessing dispenser. It’s our Christian duty 
to pray to the best of our understanding concerning God’s will but then to 
remain fully surrendered to His sovereignty in providing His desired answers 
to our prayers.

3. Praise: The Power of the Apostle’s Gospel (v. 16:25-27)

After taking the time to acknowledge and personally greet those who have 
served with him, the apostle concludes his letter with a parting praise for the 
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God of his gospel message. The gospel not only possesses the power to save, 
but it also possesses the power to preserve and establish our faith. The gospel is 
the gateway into the glory of the Christian life, and the following hymn 
explains it perfectly: 

To God be the glory, great things he has done,
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,

Who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.

Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice,
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, let the people rejoice.

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
And give him the glory, great things he has done!4

 Keller, 182.4
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