
A GOOD SOLDIER 

2 Timothy 2:1-13 

  

Part One  

2 Timothy 2:1–10 

“You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what 

you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 

men, who will be able to teach others also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of 

Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please 

the one who enlisted him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according 

to the rules. It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the 

crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.  
 
Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in 

my gospel, for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word 

of God is not bound! Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that 

they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” 

In this section Paul gives Timothy five commands: 

1. be strengthened 

2. entrust to faithful me 

3. share in suffering 

4. think over what I say 

5. Remember Jesus Christ 



Be Strengthened 

Paul starts chapter two with the words, “You then, my child.” Another way to say this is,  

“Because of all that I have just said, Timothy, you should do what I say next.”  

It’s as if Paul is saying that, “Because you have been saved by Jesus, called to a holy calling 

by Jesus, and gifted for the ministry you have been given by Jesus, don’t be ashamed and 

abandon this but instead endure suffering and opposition for Jesus. And the only way that 

you’re going to be able to do this is by “being strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus”.  

The word strong here is the word endynamoo in Greek, and it means to be continuously 

strengthened. This implies an ongoing process. Paul uses the same word in Ephesians 

6:10 where he writes, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.”  

The idea is that Jesus is your strength, and if you’re going to be strong then you need to 

receive and tap into the undeserved, unearned, but divine enabling strength that Jesus 

gives. Grace is the conduit that gives us the strength from the source which is Jesus. It’s 

just like our forgiveness and salvation; it is given by grace and received by faith.  

Entrust to Faithful Men 

Paul then says to Timothy, “what you have heard from me in the presence of many 

witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.” Paul’s preaching 

and Paul’s teaching, which Timothy has heard many times, Timothy is now to entrust to 

faithful men who will be ably to teach also.  

Here is the word entrust again which means to deposit something valuable in a place or a 

person that you trust. Paul tells Timothy to entrust the gospel to faithful men.  

What makes a man faithful? How do we know? Would we consider ourselves to be a 

faithful man?  

Faithful here means trusting pertaining to beliefs, trustworthy pertaining to reliability, sure 

or implying being worthy of full trust, and lastly, a firm adherence to promises or in 

observation of duty. 

Faithful is a characteristic that is observable and seen over time. Paul is telling Timothy to 

find those men who have proven themselves to be faithful, who have stood the test of 

time, temptation, and trial and have stood strong and true. (May that be us.)  



The reason for this is so that they will be torch bearers and those who pass on the torch to 

others. Paul says so that they will be able to teach others. Teaching is a gift given to us by 

the Holy Spirit, but that is to teach the deeper truths in Scripture and in a corporate 

setting, for the edification of the body, even though it can be used in smaller settings. But 

all of us are called to teach the basic truths of the gospel message and our testimony.   1

Paul calls for faithful men to become teachers. Would you say that you are able to teach?  

All of us are able to teach. All of us are able to pass on learned information and skills to 

someone who has not yet learned them. We may not be capable on our own to teach 

college (or maybe not even high school or middle school), but we might be able to teach 

elementary school and are definitely able to teach kindergarten and preschool. The call 

here is to be faithful and then learn what is necessary so that it can be passed along. 

Share in Suffering  

Paul again encourages Timothy to share in the suffering that comes from being a servant 

of the Lord, and in doing so he uses three analogies, a soldier, an athlete, and a farmer.  

Let’s take a closer look at them.  

The good soldier — the word good here talks of fine moral character, providing superior 

benefit, having high status. The good soldier is willing to share in suffering that comes 

with his duty. He is one who expects hardships and is not surprised by them. He expects 

to endure them because he’s been trained for them. A soldier is not distracted by civilian 

pursuits or things pertaining to the normal man. He is singularly focused on the mission 

and the battle. A soldiers aim is to please his commanding officer by completing the 

mission given to him. A soldier is in a land not his own, for a purpose that is not his own, 

under another’s leadership not his own, for a greater purpose and good that is not his 

own, with a group greater than him alone to achieve a goal greater than his own.   

Do we see ourselves as a soldier for Jesus — in a land not our own for a purpose greater 

than our own?  

   see 1 Peter 3:151



The athlete — The athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. An 

athlete can’t make up his own rules and play by them. They’ve been established by 

someone greater than him. The purpose of the rules is to free the athlete up so he can 

properly compete according to his true purpose and with his given abilities and not waste 

his time and energy. An athlete must train their bodies and minds. They must train their 

wills and actions so they are properly prepared to compete in the game. They must 

convince themselves that the practice, the work, the sacrifice, is good and find pleasure in 

it because they know it’s preparing them to compete and hopefully excel in the game — to 

see the fruit of their hard work.  

Do we see ourselves as an athlete for Jesus — training ourselves for the “game” that he 

has given us of being a disciple who is a disciple-maker?  

The hard-working farmer — This goes without saying, but farming is hard work. It’s work 

from sun up to sun down, and it’s not glamorous work. No one is cheering them on. Most 

of their work goes unnoticed. It’s tedious, boring, unexciting, and monotonous. Farmers 

have to be patient because it takes time from prepping the ground, to planting, to 

nurturing, to growth, and finally to the harvest. They must be capable to do all that is 

required in this process, and yet farmers realize that there is a power involved far greater 

than them for all their hard work to produce a good crop — things out of their control. 

Farmers deserve to be the first to enjoy the fruits of their labor.  

Are we also the hard-working farmer doing what it takes to prep the soil, plant the seed, 

water the seed, help it grow, and there for the harvest in regard to the salvation and 

growth of those God has put in our lives?  

Think Over What I Say 

Paul tells Timothy to think over what he has said and tells him that the Lord will give him 

understanding in everything. What Paul isn’t saying is, “Timothy, tell me what you think 

and let’s discuss it.” Paul knows what he is saying is truth. He’s telling Timothy to think this 

through and see how this should be your perspective. God will give you the ability to 

understand this. Truth from God should shape how we see the world, not the other way 

around.  

Do we view God’s Word as absolute truth and thereby allow it to shape how we see the 

world, or does our understanding of the world shape how we see God’s Word?  



We can’t allow society to dictate how we think and feel, and we definitely can’t allow it to 

determine for us what is right and wrong and what is truth. The Bible is God’s inerrant, 

infallible Word; it is truth and we must use it to determine how we see society and live 

within it.  

Remember Jesus Christ 

Jesus Christ is the one who is God, but didn’t consider equality with God something to 

cling to, but rather humbled himself and became a man so that he could live the perfect 

life we couldn’t live and then die the death we deserved so that we could be forgiven of 

our sins and brought back into right relationship with God. By his resurrection we can 

have confidence that we too have life eternal with God instead of death and separation.  

This is why Paul is suffering and bound with chains in a jail cell, but the word of God 

cannot be contained. It was entrusted to Paul, who entrusted it to Timothy, who will 

entrust it to faithful men, and so on and so on, and now it has been entrusted to us.  

And so, Paul endures all things because he knows that he plays a part in the salvation of 

many — and so does Timothy — and so can we.  

Part Two 

2 Timothy 2:11–13 

“The saying is trustworthy, for:  
If we have died with him, we will also live with him;  
if we endure, we will also reign with him;  
if we deny him, he also will deny us;  
if we are faithless, he remains faithful —  
for he cannot deny himself.” 

These last verses are interesting.  

The first line is reminiscent of Jesus’ and Paul’s teaching. If we die to ourselves in this 

world and live for Jesus, then we will have life to the fullest here and now, and life with 

Jesus in eternity.  2

   see Romans 6:82



The second line states that if we endure, we will also reign with him. What is meant by 

endure? Paul has referred to his own endurance and will point out that those that didn’t 

endure with him, like Demas in chapter four. Of him Paul writes that he was in love with 

this present world.  

John writes: 

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world — the desires of the flesh 

and the desires of the eyes and pride of life — is not from the Father but is from 

the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does 

the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15–17) 

According to 1 John 2:15-17, if we love this world, if we are willing to forsake the gospel of 

Jesus for this world, then the love of God is not in us. If we are sealed by the Holy Spirit as 

2 Corinthians 1:22 says, and guarded as 1 Peter 1:3-5 says, then how can one walk away?  

Can you lose your salvation. I think 1 John 2:19 clears this up.  

1 John 2:19 says: 

“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 

would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that 

they all are not of us.” 

Those who remain to the end are truly the saved of God — truly the followers of Jesus. 

Some may look and play the part for a season, but if they walk, they were never really a 

part of the body.  

If we deny him, he will also deny us. If we reject him as Lord and Savior, he will reject us.  

Matthew 10:33 says: 

“But whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in 

heaven.” 

This is a denial of who he is, Jesus the Son of God, the Savior of the world, the only way in 

which one can receive salvation, and the only way one can ever obtain heaven.  



John 14:6 says: 

“Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” 

If we are faithless, he remains faithful — for he cannot deny himself.  

These words are for a frightened person — one who fears letting God down and 

disappointing him in a time of persecution. But God is faithful to his promises and faithful 

to his children. Jesus said that he would lose none of those the Father has given him. He 

will keep us. God will guard our faith if it is true, that we can be sure, if we have died to 

our lives here we will endure to the end. 


