
STUDY 3: SET A LIMIT 
Luke 12:13-48 

And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced 
plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to 
store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 
say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required 
of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one 
who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”  
(Luke 12:16-21) 

In this particular story recorded in Luke’s gospel, Jesus is approached by a man 
who is in a dispute with his brother over their inheritance. Jesus quickly refuses 
to get involved and instead uses this as an opportunity to warn the man about 
the vain pursuit of earthly treasure. He tells a parable about a rich land owner 
who all of a sudden experienced a very successful increase in his crop. Not 
knowing how to handle this kind of increase, the man decided to upgrade the 
size of his barns in order to store up enough of his excess to provide himself with 
an early retirement.  

However, right after he retires, the man dies and his stuff is left behind for 
someone else to own. God calls this man a “Fool!” and in this pronouncement, 
we begin to feel the weight of Jesus’ warning that great wealth can lead to foolish 
self-indulgence and a false sense of self-sufficiency.  

MONEY TALKS - STUDY 3: SET A LIMIT !1



Now, it should be understood that Jesus is not necessarily rebuking those who 
have a lot of money or those who invest their money in order to save for the 
future. Scripture would agree that it is wise to try and save some money so that 
you don’t become dependent on others or impose a financial burden on your 
children and relatives later in life (1 Timothy 5:8). However, lets be honest… 

How much do we really need to be saving for the future? What kind of lifestyle 
are we attempting to accumulate through our savings? And are we aware that 
every dollar we save for ourselves is a dollar that we have chosen not to use for 
the needs of others or the spreading of the gospel throughout the world? 

You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have 
fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. (James 5:5) 

Here in our culture, we are constantly being conformed to this ideal known as 
the American Dream. It is this ideal that basically says a life of personal 
happiness and material comfort is possible for every individual living and 
working in America. It has a tendency to play itself out in the simple formula 
that says we ought to make as much money as we can while we’re young, and 
then we can prop our feet up and coast through life at our beach house when 
we’re older.  

Essentially, this idea of saving and retirement has become a type of heaven on 
earth that many Americans end up spending their time, energy and focus 
pursuing rather than the eternal heaven of God. And unfortunately Christians 
have bought in as well. The American Dream has led many of us to live like this 
life and this world are our treasures rather than the eternal life and the eternal 
Kingdom purchased for us and promised to us by the blood of Jesus Christ.   
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“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with 
moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not 
fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Luke 12:32-34) 

We currently live in the wealthiest society in the history of the world. 
Approximately 70% of the wealth in the world is in the hands of 5% of the 
population. The majority of this 5% is pretty much all of us here in America.  

Can any of us honestly look ourselves in the mirror and say, “I couldn’t possibly 
give away more money than I do already. I couldn’t possibly live a more simple 
lifestyle than I do right now in order to serve the needs of others around me.”  

Why aren’t we giving away our money in such a way that the world is amazed by 
Christian generosity? Well, probably because for many of us, money has become 
our source of significance, status, and ultimate security for the future. Therefore, 
we devote the majority of our time, energy and focus toward storing up more 
and more of it. Are we simply saving money like the rest of the world saves 
money? Do we seem to be seeking our best life now or do we powerfully come 
across as people that seem to be seeking something else entirely?   

And he said to his disciples,“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about 
your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on… 
And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be 
worried. For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your 
Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and these 
things will be added to you. (Luke 12:22, 29-31) 
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So as we look at our finances, we ought to ask ourselves a very obvious question.  
Why has God allowed this abundance and financial excess in my life? Is it really 
for me to upgrade to bigger barns and toward an early retirement? Or could I set 
a limit on what I might need for the future and then begin to give away the rest 
that I accumulate in order to serve others and spread the gospel?  

How much should we really be saving and how much should we be giving away? 

Let’s not forget that when Jesus treasured us, He treasured us sacrificially. The 
cross is the standard. Ask yourself this one revealing question, “Is my current 
method of saving and giving defined by great sacrifice and a love for others?” 

If we are going to overcome the pressure and the pursuit of the American Dream, 
we need to remember the passion and the pursuit of God’s amazing grace. We 
need to remember that Jesus treasured us more than He treasured His 
significance, status and security as the eternal God of the universe. How 
belittling would it be to our Lord if we strived to spend our final days in 
personal leisure when He finished His final days on earth so differently.    

The Son of God stripped Himself of all that He had in order to give us all that 
we needed. He is the epitome of sacrifice. And therefore as His people, we ought 
to be shocking the world around us with how we save and spend our money.  

Don’t be afraid Christian. You will persevere. You will make it home. 
Sooner than you think. Live dangerously for the one who loved you and 
died for you in his thirties. Don’t throw your life away on the American 
Dream of retirement. You are as secure as Christ is righteous and God is 
just. Don’t settle for anything less than the joyful sorrows of magnifying 
Christ in the sacrifices of love. (John Piper)
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