
Stages of the Journey 
Stage Three: The Productive Life 

I remember getting drafted by the Brewers in 1995 and thinking that I 
wanted them to be glad they drafted me that they didn’t waste a pick on me.  
That performance oriented mindset spilled over to every area of my life, and 
it took me a while to shake that off in my relationship with Jesus.  

This stage of the journey is about not just being a hearer of the Word, but a 
doer of the word as it is stated in James 1:22. We have belief, we are being 
discipled and now we must act on what we have seen and heard. This stage is 
an exciting one, but it also comes with some real struggles. Here you begin to 
have a real sense that you belong to the family of Jesus and you see the real 
necessity to be plugged in. You begin to find yourself starving whenever 
fellowship is lacking. This is a good thing because that means growth is 
taking place in your life and you have a legitimate thirst for more. Your 
journey with Jesus is spilling over into every arena of you life and not just 
your Sundays. It is at this stage that maturity starts to really manifest.   

❖ Discussion question: How do you know if you are growing in your faith?  
How do you know if you are bearing fruit based on John 15?   

The Changes 

As mentioned above, we start to experience maturity in our journey, but we 
didn’t just wake up and arrive at this address. Discipline has manifested in 
your life, and you have seen the value of spending time with Jesus in the 
Word, prayer and in fellowship.  

STAGES OF THE JOURNEY - STAGE THREE: THE PRODUCTIVE LIFE !1



It is hear that your faith truly starts to grow, and you are taking real 
ownership of your faith. You begin to realize that without faith it is 
impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). Others should begin to see a real 
difference in you at this stage, and you should be responding differently to 
the wrenches the world chucks at you.  

It should be noted though that a question does come up here, “Am I really 
capable of doing for God? Is that what He is after relationally with me?”  We 
will address this more in stage five, but I want to at least get this question out 
in the open early for us to ponder.   

❖ Discussion question: “Wherever your treasure is, there your heart and 
thoughts will also be.” (Matthew 6:21) Where do most find their treasure?  

❖ Discussion question: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge 
crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that 
slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run 
with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our 
eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because 
of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now 
he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne.” (Hebrews 12:1-2) 
Discuss this verse and what sticks out to you? 
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Getting Stuck 

We live in a performance based world. The world’s philosophies are based 
upon feeding the beast within us and taking care of number one — yourself.  
When my performance is central in my life then I am placing all my hopes 
and dreams on what my performance could potentially deliver for me.  

The problem lies when we reach that potential to only find out that we are 
still left unsatisfied. Scripture warns us in Philippians 2:3-4: 

“Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of 
others as better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own 
interests, but take an interest in others, too.” 

We get stuck when we become so performance driven and so zealous in 
achievements that we began to completely disregard anyone who opposes us.  

It is here at Stage Three that we are in danger of becoming a Pharisee.     

❖ Discussion question: What does a modern day Pharisee look and act like?  
Have you ever found yourself being one? 

I remember attending the Spring Training Bible Studies and trying to prove 
my worth as a minor league player in a Major League dominated room. I 
would recite an entire Psalm at each study every week. Why? To be honest, I 
was challenged to memorize, but it was probably driven more out of my 
desire to perform and gain favor with those that attended.  
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Was memorizing the Psalm’s in vain? No, I still utilize much of what I 
worked on all those years ago, but what I understand now is that Jesus isn’t 
interested in me performing for Him. Jesus desires trust and obedience above 
sacrifice. Getting stuck at this stage can be rough because you are trying to 
move from pleasing God to trusting Him.   1

Does God love you less when you do bad and then love you more when you 
do good? No, He loves you all the same. It is our jacked up motives or sin 
that disrupts our understanding of the ways of Jesus and how He loves.  

In Luke 15, the Father in the prodigal son story represents God as our Father 
in Heaven, and we are represented by either the self-righteous son who stays 
home or the rebellious one who wonders off. Both are in desperate need of 
God’s grace, but only one comes to that realization. Getting stuck is much 
like being the self-righteous son who stayed home and based his goodness on 
who he wasn’t (comparing himself to his rebellious brother) instead of 
recognizing that his worth is actually based on who He was with (the father)!   

So how do we get unstuck? 

Getting unstuck is no easy task. How many Pharisees followed Jesus? We 
have the encounter of Nicodemus in John 3 as he came to realize that all his 
knowledge of God wasn’t enough. He recognized something was still 
missing and that’s why he came to Jesus.   

Getting unstuck typically must come about through some time of crisis for 
our faith. This means that you come to understand that your resume is 
worthless.   

    I recommend reading The Cure by Lynch, McNicol and Thrall1
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The Apostle Paul stated in Philippians 3:5-11 this very idea:  

“I was circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded 
citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real 
Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a member of the Pharisees, who 
demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. I was so zealous 
that I harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I 
obeyed the law without fault. I once thought these things were 
valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ 
has done. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the 
infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could 
gain Christ and become one with him. I no longer count on my own 
righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous 
through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with 
himself depends on faith. I want to know Christ and experience the 
mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with 
him, sharing in his death,  so that one way or another I will 
experience the resurrection from the dead!”   

Saint Augustine once wrote, “There can only be two basic loves, the love of 
God unto the forgetfulness of self, or the love of self unto the forgetfulness 
and denial of God.”  
  
❖ Discussion question:“All a man’s ways seem innocent to him, but the 

Lord weighs his motives.” (Proverbs 16:2) Is your faith in Jesus head 
knowledge or heart?  Ask those closest to you this question, “Do I portray 
my self different at home verses in public?”  
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