
Preparing the Prospect 
Study 3: Our Mission

Titus 2:1-15

But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine… Show yourself in all respects 
to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, and sound 
speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having 

nothing evil to say about us. (Titus 2:7-8)

After instructing Titus on the qualifications to look for in overseers, the apostle 
Paul turns his attention to Titus directly and instructs him to devote himself to 
teaching others sound doctrine (i.e. “healthy instruction; wholesome truth”). This is 
not only the responsibility of a pastor or a church leader, but as we’ve discussed 
previously, this ought to be a characteristic of the overseers in our lives and 
ourselves as disciples of Christ (Matthew 28:18-20).

The emphasis of this second chapter concerns the matters of Christian duty and 
Christian doctrine. Throughout the first half of this chapter, Paul provides 
instruction for Titus on the manner of behavior that ought to be carried out 
among the Christians within the community. He mentions that older men must 
strive to be mature and worthy of respect. Older women ought to be respectful 
and mentors for the younger women. Young women must strive to be good 
wives and mothers. Young men ought to be self-controlled and self-mastering. 
All Christian leaders must strive to be good teachers and examples. All servants 
are to be hard-working and honest. And everyone must strive for godliness.
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When the Christians within the Christian community live in the manner 
described in this passage by Paul, they disqualify criticism of the gospel from 
possessing any legitimacy at all. Also, a community of people living in this 
manner provides a holy attraction that illuminates (v. 10 ’adorns’) the gospel for 
the outside world around them. This kind of godly living proves the power of 
the gospel and puts opponents to shame with nothing evil to say about the 
Christian community. That is why the apostle Paul writes that “in everything 
[we] may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior” (v. 10).

Therefore, godly lives will be empowered by sound doctrine and will provide 
powerful testimony concerning the truthfulness of our doctrine. 

❖ Question #1: What does Paul mean by ‘sound doctrine’? What are ways we 
can know for sure whether or not we’re being taught sound doctrine by those 
who teach us? Why is there such an emphasis on sound doctrine in this letter 
rather than simply encouraging belief in Christ?

As believers of the gospel, we’re called to devote ourselves to instructing those 
around us (i.e. teammates, staff, family, friends, fans, neighbors, etc.) with 
wholesome biblical truth that actually feeds their souls and points them toward 
Christ. On top of that, we ought to be living in such a way that our lifestyle 
backs up our message. What we say we believe is meaningless if its power can 
not be seen through the way we actually live our lives. We ought to be 
messengers and models of the transformative power of God that we talk about 
when sharing our gospel message. Failing to practice what our faith preaches 
opens the door for the world’s criticism and contempt for the gospel. 
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❖ Question #2: What are various ways Christians expose the name of God to 
ridicule and insult when they don’t practice what we preach? What are some 
practical ways we can be models of good works and men of integrity as it 
pertains to our faith in Christ?

After instructing Titus to teach sound doctrine, the apostle Paul then gives the 
foundation for what he is to teach and why he is to teach it. Essentially, this 
passage in Paul’s letter is the message we are to share with those around us and 
our motivation for sharing it in the first place. To sum it up, we as followers of 
Jesus teach what we teach and live like we live because: (read slowly) 

The grace of God has appeared (Jesus and what He did) and has brought us salvation 
(deliverance from God’s wrath and restoration with God), we have renounced 

(abandoned) ungodliness (lack of fear and reverence for God) and worldly passions 
(selfish desires) and are striving to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in eager 
expectation that Christ will appear again, and we will one day see Him face to face - the 

One who sacrificed Himself in order to redeem us from sin and purify us as His own 
treasured people who are uncompromising faithful servants under His Lordship and 

passionate activists in our service to the world around us. 
(A paraphrase of Titus 2:11-14)

It is at this point that we must come to understand a significant case for what 
makes Christianity so unique. Christianity is not simply another religious 
teaching, philosophy or outlook on the way of life. Christianity is a belief based 
on actual events that have taken place throughout the course of human history. 
It concerns real people, real places and real events that have been proven to 
actually have taken place.  
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Despite great efforts in archaeology and the study of history, there has yet to be 
one single significant piece of evidence that refutes the foundational events in 
biblical history. Christianity doesn’t simply claim to be something God has said 
but something God has actually done.

That being said, here the apostle Paul directs our attention to two of those major 
events that provide the basis for the manner of living that he had just described 
in v. 1-10. He mentions that Christ has appeared (v. 11), and that Christ will 
appear again (v. 13). Christ has appeared in grace, and one day He will appear 
in glory.

Now first, we must come to understand that these two appearings must always 
be considered together. The work of Christ must always be taken as a whole. We 
begin to lead ourself astray the moment we begin to consider one part of His 
work over the whole scope of His mission. There are many who simply look at 
His birth and view Christ as still gentle, harmless and unthreatening. There are 
others who look simply at His life and teaching and view Christ as the great 
moral teacher who can help us in our manners and ethics. There are others who 
look only to His death and view Christ as the misunderstood radical who 
couldn’t overcome the force and violence of those who opposed Him. There are 
others who only look at His resurrection and view Christ as still alive and 
therefore able to help us when we need Him. And then there are others who 
only look to His return and view Christ as the resolution to all life’s concerns 
and the evil that’s spread rampant throughout. To dissect the work of Christ in 
this way runs the risk of distorting the work of Christ as described in the gospel.   

Christ has appeared in grace and will one day appear in glory. That is the 
gospel and the basis for living a life of godliness in the present. 
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It’s also worth noting that this theological basis for Christian duty given in this 
passage contains a deliberate use of Old Testament words and images that 
reveal the fulfilling work of Christ in His appearings:

❖ When the apostle mentions that Christ ‘gave Himself for us’, he recalls that 
initial Passover in which the blood of the lamb served as a substitutionary 
sacrifice for the the life of the firstborn.

❖ When the apostle mentions that Christ came ‘to redeem us’, he recalls that 
original Exodus in which God’s people were redeemed and rescued from 
their bondage as slaves in Egypt.

❖ When the apostle mentions that Christ is purifying ‘a people that are his very 
own’, he recalls the covenant at Sinai by which Israel became God’s own 
treasured possession. 

We, as believers of the gospel, enjoy direct continuity with our Old Testament 
ancestors of the faith. We are God’s redeemed people, and Christ is our 
Passover Lamb. Christ is our exodus from our bondage in sin, and Christ 
secures the Sinai covenant that declares us as ‘a people for God’s own possession’.

We can rest assured in the salvation that Christ has brought for His people, and 
we wait with hope for the glory that Christ will bring when He comes again. 
Therefore, the motivational basis for living out our Christian duty is found in 
our realization that we live in between these two appearings of Christ. We live 
encouraged by His grace and excited about His glory.   
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Dr. John Piper writes:

“The incentive and power to live a Christian life pleasing to God comes from two 
directions as it were: it comes from looking back with gratitude to the grace of God that 
appeared in Jesus Christ at his first coming when he purchased our redemption; and it 

comes from looking forward with hope to the glory of God that will appear at the second 
coming when he completes our redemption.”  1

❖ Question #3: In what ways does the gospel (the message about who Christ is 
and what He has done) motivate you to live differently and to share what 
you know about God with others? If grace doesn’t amaze us and motivate us 
to share it with others do you think it’s possible that we may need a better 
understanding of the gospel? 

As we live between the already and not yet appearings of Christ, our hearts 
must be tenderized as we are captivated by what Christ has already 
accomplished for us, and our hearts must be energized as we are motivated by 
what Christ has in store for us. Christianity is not simply something God has 
said, but it is something definitive that God has done and will do in the future. 
Therefore, a clear understanding of our doctrine gives us a clear direction in our 
mission. May we ‘declare these things’ among the world and live our lives in such 
a way that it leads others to ‘adorn the doctrine of God’ that we declare.

 

 John Piper sermon Our Hope: The Appearing of Jesus Christ, May 18, 19861
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