
Preparing the Prospect 
Study 4: A Powerful Presence

Read Titus 3:1-11

Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for 
every good work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show 

perfect courtesy toward all people. (Titus 3:1-2)

After instructing Titus to devote himself to teaching others wholesome truth 
and making sure to practice what he preaches, the apostle Paul provides some 
specific qualities Christians ought to possess in the presence of the non-
believing world around them. In v. 1-2, Paul addresses our attitude towards 
those in authority and then toward others around us in general. That being said, 
given the current political climate in our culture and the strong feelings directed 
towards the government, it would be beneficial for us to begin by saying a few 
words regarding our relationship to the state as Christian citizens. 

In our relationship to the state, the apostle teaches that our submission to 
worldly authorities is ultimately our submission to God’s authority who has 
established their rule in the first-place (see Romans 13). However, it should be 
stated that in painting governing authorities in such a positive light, the apostle 
is stating the intended ideal and not necessarily the always experienced reality. 
He of all people can attest to the negative injustice that can occur under evil 
governing authorities. There may be situations and circumstances that call for 
resistance. However, we must resolve that we can’t simply resist a governing 
authority because we disagree with them or dislike them.
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The general rule for the Christian’s submission to the state is that we submit all 
the way up to the point where continuing to submit would become 
disobedience to God. If a government is commending those who do evil and 
punishing those who do good or commanding what God forbids and 
forbidding what God commands then the requirement to submit is no longer 
reasonable. Peter and the apostles agree, “We must obey God rather than 
men.” (Acts 5:29) We actually can observe several examples of resistance found 
throughout the Bible:

❖ The Hebrew women refuse to kill their newborns as ordered by Pharaoh 
(Exodus 1:17). 

❖ Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refuse to obey the order to worship the 
image set up by King Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3).

❖ Daniel refuses to obey King Darius’ order that all citizens were to only pray to 
him for an entire month (Daniel 6). 

❖ The apostles refuse to obey the Sanhedrin’s order to cease preaching the 
gospel of Christ (Acts 4:18). 

We must carefully and cautiously discern when a governing authority has 
crossed the line from its role as a servant of God into the realm of being an 
instrument of Satan. The state’s role is to promote and reward good and punish 
and restrain evil. This is the ministry of government institutions and the 
authority given to them by God. Therefore, we are to honor the authority given 
to the state out of our obedience to God and a clear conscience to do what’s 
right and honorable. 

In summary, our attitude and behavior towards those in authority and those 
around us in general ought to possess no limit in our respect and courtesy.
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John Stott writes; 

“Here then is a very brief delineation of Christian behavior in public life. In relation to 
the authorities we are to be conscientious citizens (submissive, obedient and 

cooperative), and in relation to everybody, irrespective of their race or religion, we are to 
be conciliatory, courteous, humble and gentle.”1

In observing the Christian behavior expected by the apostle Paul in this 
passage, we can consider some specific secondary applications that relate to 
those of us still within the game and culture of baseball. We ought to: 

❖ show a high level of respect for those in authority over us (coaches, front 
office, etc.) 

❖ always obey the law and play within the rules
❖ be ready and willing to serve and encourage our teammates, trainers and 

clubbies
❖ never gossip and slander other players or play GM in the outfield during BP
❖ avoid foolish arguments and fighting over nonsense
❖ be considerate and hospitable to everyone (even the loud rookie & and the 

lurking media) 

❖ Question #1: Think of someone that you have played with (if anybody) that 
just seemed to make the atmosphere in the clubhouse more pleasant and 
uplifting? Describe some of the characteristics you see in them and how they 
compare to this list from the apostle Paul?

    John Stott, The Message of 1 Timothy & Titus, (InterVarsity Press: 1996), 200.1
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The apostle Paul makes the assumption that the non-believing world around us 
ought to benefit from our presence within the culture and the community, and 
therefore ought to never have anything negative to say about us. We are not 
called to be passive pushovers but rather active and engaging in making an 
impact on our environment.

As Christians within the game, we ought to possess a powerful presence in the 
clubhouse that makes the atmosphere better than it was before we got there. 
Even if it was a good clubhouse before, we can contribute to making it even 
better. Our presence ought to possess so much power that our teammates and 
the entire organization would feel a noticeable void in our absence.

❖ Question #2: For many of us it just seems easier to worry about myself, 
handle my own business and if people don’t like me then that’s their problem. 
Why should we go through all the trouble of being gracious to everyone 
around me when many them don’t seem to deserve it in the first place?

After addressing the way in which Christians ought to carry themselves among 
the watching world around them, the apostle Paul now seeks to provide the 
theological reasoning for promoting such behavior. And whereas he has already 
described the way in which “[Christ] has appeared, bringing salvation for all people” 
(v. 2:11), we must come to realize that it’s not simply gospel truth that will 
always lead to godly lives but rather a real personal gospel experience. 

The amazing truth that “He saved us” (v. 3:5) is a truth fully realized in the 
personal experience of one’s own salvation. Therefore, the concept of salvation 
is worth full consideration because it’s meant to be the motivation that drives all 
Christian behavior.
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In considering the concept of our salvation, v. 3:3-8 reveals:2

1. Why salvation is necessary
2. Where salvation originates
3. What salvation rests on
4. How salvation come to us
5. What salvation leads to
6. And how salvation proves itself 

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions 
and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one 
another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 

mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we 

might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. The saying is trustworthy, and I 
want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be 

careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for 
people. (Titus 3:3-8)

Paul begins by pointing out that we all were once in desperate need of God’s 
grace and salvation on account of our mental and moral depravity. But thanks 
to the kind, loving, merciful and gracious heart of God, “He saved us” from this 
depraved condition. And this salvation doesn’t rest on anything we’ve done or 
deserved. It rests not on our merit but on His mercy. His amazing heart of 
mercy led God to execute His plan of salvation for us at the cost of His own Son.

     Stott, 201.2
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The gospel is the good news concerning the gift of our justification and 
regeneration. “Justification means that God declares us righteous through the sin-
bearing death of His Son; regeneration means that He makes us righteous through the 
indwelling power of His Spirit.”  Salvation comes to us through the simultaneous 3

work of God that grants us a new status and a new nature. This new status and 
nature leads us into becoming heirs of an eternal fellowship with God and the 
inheritance of the gifts of His eternal Kingdom. 

❖ Question #3: How would you describe to someone else what you mean when 
you proclaim that “God saved me.”? In what ways does the gospel motivate 
Christian behavior? Does Christian behavior earn a new status and new 
nature or does Christian behavior prove your new status and new nature? 
Why might that be important to understand?  

Salvation is not earned through doing what is right and good. Doing what is 
right and good proves salvation has taken place. That is why Paul writes that 
those who have believed in God ought to be careful to devote themselves to 
good works. Our personal salvation proves itself through our devotion to doing 
good and living right. 

The dominant theme throughout the apostle’s letter to Titus has been that our 
notable Christian behavior ought to create a holy attraction among the outside 
world around us. We ought to be mindful that one of the purposes of the cross 
was that Christ not only gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness 
but to also purify for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous 
for good works (v. 2:14).

    Stott, 205.3
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In this passage, the apostle Paul provides once again the basis for why we ought 
to possess this powerful presence within our culture, community and 
clubhouse. The amazing grace that God has shown us ought to transform our 
hearts towards others. The fact that Jesus saved us out of nothing more than His 
love and mercy toward us who do not deserve it should not simply change 
what we believe; It should change everything about the way we live our lives.  
As a believer of the gospel, remember who you are and remember who you used 
to be. And remember that is only by the amazing grace of God that you are any 
different than anybody else. Therefore, remember the grace and love that God 
has extended to you and find yourself zealous to extend the same grace and 
love to those around you.

“He whose life differs not from that of unbelievers, has learned nothing of Christ.” 
- John Calvin
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