
JAIRUS AND THE DESPERATE WOMAN (PART 1) 
MARK 5:21-43 

I want to share a story about an encounter between Jesus and a man named Jairus. 

In this particular story, Jesus is hanging out with a large crowd that had gathered when a 
well-known man in the community named Jairus came and fell at his feet begging him to 
come with him and help his daughter who was back home sick. She was so sick that it 
seemed she might be dying, and she was only twelve years old.  

So Jesus agrees to go with Jairus back to his house, and a good bit of the crowd just starts 
walking with them. I’m sure they want to see what’s going to happen.  

But while they’re on the way to the house, a woman in the crowd who had been suffering 
from her own medical condition subtly squeezes through the crowd and touches Jesus 
hoping that would heal her. And as soon as this happens, Jesus stops right there in the 
middle of the road, and he asks the crowd, “Who just came up and touched me?” 

Now, his disciples don’t think this makes any sense. They know that they need to hurry up 
and get to Jairus’ house before his daughter dies, but Jesus is stopping in the middle of the 
road just because he felt someone touch him. And who knows what Jairus is thinking?  

And sure enough, while this is going on, some people come down the road from Jairus’ 
house to tell him the terrible news that his daughter has just passed away. It’s too late.   

They tell Jairus that there’s no reason for Jesus to come to his house now since the little girl 
has already died. But Jesus overhears all this, and he doesn’t address it but just tells Jairus, 
“Listen, don’t be scared, just believe.” And so they keep walking to the house anyway. 

When they get to the house, people are crying out loud and are clearly devastated. Now, I’m 
not sure why, but Jesus says, “Why are all of you crying so loudly and making such a 
commotion? The little girl isn’t dead; she’s just asleep.” 
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And the people just start mocking him because they know she’s dead. They think he’s crazy.   

But Jesus moves all of them outside, and then he just allows Jairus and his wife, and the 
three disciples who were with him to go into the room where the little girl was laying.  

Then Jesus walks over to the side of her bed, holds her hand and whispers “Honey, get up.”  

He is reviving this little girl back to life just like loving parents would walk into their child’s 
room just to wake them up in the morning.  

And the little girl gets up as if she had just been woken up from a nap, and everyone at this 
point is completely blown away and beside themselves. They can hardly believe what just 
happened. And for Jairus, his understanding of who Jesus was had just been radically 
changed forever.  

Our Story 

Now, is there anyone that you feel like you can identify with in this story? 

There has been some moments in my life where I feel like I can relate a little bit to what 
Jairus experienced in this story. And what I mean by that is that there has been some 
moments in my life where my faith in God has been tested — where I felt like I needed him, 
but he just didn’t seem to come through in the clutch and give me what I was hoping. I’ve 
experienced moments where I’ve asked myself, “Why would God allow this to happen?”   

But I’ve learned from the life and teachings of Jesus that when my faith is tested and things 
are difficult, those are moments where I can experience more of God’s presence and power 
if I would just keep walking and believe. Believe that he is God, and believe that he is good.   

Jairus had just come to Jesus hoping for a healing, but through some pain and suffering, he 
also experienced a life-altering understanding of who Jesus was. And just like Jairus, I’ve 
learned and experienced how following Jesus will sometimes cost you more than you want 
to give, but he can also give you more than you expected or ever thought was possible.  
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