
STUDY 4: LIVING AS THE CHURCH 
Acts 2:42-47 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, 
and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And 
all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they 
were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 
to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved. (Acts 2:42-47 ESV) 

“Real love is concerned about truth. Any love that is afraid to confront the 
beloved is not really love. This kind of selfish love is afraid to do what is 
right (toward God and the beloved) if it risks losing the beloved’s affection. 
It makes an idol out of the beloved. It says: I’ll do anything to keep him or 
her loving me!  This is not loving the person. It is loving the love you get 
from the person. In other words, it is loving yourself more than the person. 
So any “love” that cuts corners morally, or fails to confront, is not really 
love at all. True love, on the other hand, is willing to confront, even to 
“lose” the beloved in the short run if there is a chance of helping him or 
her.” (Timothy Keller) 
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What is your motivation for Christian living? Is it based out of fear, 
selfishness or gratitude?  

We must begin to get to the root of what feeds our selfishness and remove 
that from our lives.  

Looking to simplify our lives instead of complicating it is another thing we 
can do. 

We must remember that we cannot fix our sin by working on our sin, but 
rather through constantly seeking the face of Jesus. He will work it out of 
us as we must learn to trust Him. 

Jesus has provided all that we need and then some to equip us to be an Acts 
2 church. A church that is deep in faith, has great generosity, and most of 
all, one that seeks His Kingdom above all else.   

Contentment is good when we are resting in the Lord and trusting in His 
ways, but when it comes to our Christian lives, many of us would say we 
are not content. However, if you haven’t seen any change manifest in your 
life then that is exactly what you are saying. You are saying it just takes too 
much effort, and it’s really not worth it for me to make moves so I will just 
continue to make excuses.  

We each must take an account of our lives and understand the impact we 
have on those around us. We are all leading people somewhere, the 
question is where are you taking them?
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