
Jonah the Prophet 
Study 4: Ministry in Dark Places

Read Jonah 3:1-10

Then the LORD spoke to Jonah a second time: “Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh, and 
deliver the message I have given you.” This time Jonah obeyed the LORD’s command and went 
to Nineveh, a city so large that it took three days to see it all. On the day Jonah entered the city, 

he shouted to the crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” The people of 
Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest to the least, they declared a fast and put 

on burlap to show their sorrow. 

When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was saying, he stepped down from his throne and 
took off his royal robes. He dressed himself in burlap and sat on a heap of ashes. Then the king 
and his nobles sent this decree throughout the city: “No one, not even the animals from your 

herds and flocks, may eat or drink anything at all. People and animals alike must wear 
garments of mourning, and everyone must pray earnestly to God. They must turn from their 

evil ways and stop all their violence. Who can tell? Perhaps even yet God will change his mind 
and hold back his fierce anger from destroying us.” 

When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, he changed 
his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened.” (Jonah 3:1-10)

Second chances are certainly cherished. How do you think Jonah felt when he got 
spit out of the mouth of that great fish and was lying on the sand? Can you share a 
time you got a second chance and what you did with that chance?

Name some places or circumstances that would be super difficult to share the 
Gospel?
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Why are we at times afraid to share Jesus with others? What are some of the excuses 
we come up with? 

Do you think there are people out there that don’t deserve to hear the Gospel?

The people of Nineveh believed God. 

“Repentance begins with believing God. As we believe Him and His Word, we have the power 
to transform our lives as He wills. You can do many other things associated with repentance, 
but if they do not begin with believing on and trusting God, they are all useless works of the 

flesh.” - David Guzik

Prayer, sackcloth, ashes and fasting are all things that come from a result of deep 
sorrow and pain. Jesus talks about this on the Sermon on the Mount.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted.” (Matthew 5:3-4)

What does it mean to be poor in spirit?

What does it mean to mourn and when was the last time you mourned?  

Why are those who mourn, blessed?
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“In the Christian life, repentance does not describe what you must do to turn to God; it 
describes the very process of turning to God. When we truly turn to Him, we turn away from 
the things that displease Him. We do not obligate God to forgive us when we repent. Instead, 

repentance appeals to God's mercy, not His justice.” - David Guzik

Do you think Jonah had compassion for the people of Nineveh as he shared the 
message of repentance? Do you think he cared whether or not they would respond 
to the message? Do you think he hoped that they did nothing?  

Do you think there should be a spiritual checklist we must adhere to prior to 
sharing Jesus with others? Do you believe we must be right with God in order for 
God to use us? Do you believe Jonah was right with God prior to him sharing with 
the people of Nineveh?  

What does Jesus want from us? How do we go about sharing the Good News with 
others especially if our lives are in disarray? Do you believe that we must first get our 
lives right prior to coming to God? Is that even possible? The struggle with living in 
disarray is that we lose focus and direction because the attention is focused only 
inward, and when we realize that, we tend to make excuses why we shouldn’t share 
the Gospel instead of thinking about opportunities to share.

If you were asked to address a 1000 people on any topic, what topic would you pick 
and why? Would we not speak about that which we know? How comfortable would 
you be sharing about microbiology or how to preform brain surgery? Of course not, 
but sometimes we think the Gospel is too complex and we are way under qualified to 
share and so we don’t.

What were the back grounds of the disciples that walked with Jesus?
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