
GODLESSNESS IN THE LAST DAYS 

2 Timothy 3:1-9 

  

Part One  

2 Timothy 3:1 

“But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.” 

What are the last days? The last days are all the days preceding the return of Christ.  

When Paul refers to times of difficulty, he is talking more about people than situations or 

natural occurrences, and he is alluding to the moral decline of society. 

For the Christian, the society is clearly not in line with their views and beliefs. Why is it 

important to know that not only difficult times are coming, but also difficult people?  

We have a tendency to be blindsided by troublesome times, as if these things aren’t 

supposed to happen to us. So not only will times of trouble come, but we will also have to 

deal with difficult people.  

2 Timothy 3:2–5 

“For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, 

disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, 

slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, 

swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the 

appearance of godliness, but denying its power.”  

The phrase lovers of self is a general description of one who has themselves in the place of 

God as the center of their affections. It is narcissism and the skewing perception of reality 

to bolster your own sense of superiority, significance, or safety. It is seeking comfort and 

promoting yourself above all else. 



We don’t need to be encouraged to love ourselves; we naturally have such a love. Neither 

should we be taught to hate ourselves, but as Paul said in Romans 12:3: 

“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God 

has dealt to each one a measure of faith. We must see ourselves as we really are — 

both the bad of what we are in the flesh and the glory of what we are in Jesus 

Christ.” 

It’s not wrong to love yourself or to take care of yourself — that’s good stewardship, but it 

is wrong to be our primary focus and where our thoughts, energy, resources go to satisfy.  

William Barclay writes: 

“It is no accident that the first of these qualities will be a life that is centered in self. 

The adjective used is philautos, which means self-loving. Love of self is the basic sin, 

from with all others flow. The moment a man makes his own will the centre of life, 

divine and human relationships are destroyed, obedience to God and charity to 

men both become impossible. The essence of Christianity is not the enthronement 

but the obliteration of self.” 

Now, the phrase lovers of money is clear evidence of an allegiance to a master whom you 

choose to serve. It refers to greed, materialism and seeking wealth and possessions as a 

means of power, control, security, personal worth, and even love.  

The love of money is nothing new, but today people have the ability to pursue our love of 

money like never before. 

When Paul talks about the proud, he is talking about those that forget through Whom all 

good things come and to whom they owe all. It refers to those who are boastful and 

seeking glory for themselves without providing anything of worth to those around them.   1

When Paul talks about the arrogant, he is referring to those that believe in their own self-

righteousness. They believe that they are over others and above others.  

   see 1 Corinthians 4:7 & James 1:16-181



When Paul talks about being abusive, he is referring to those that forget that God made all 

people in his likeness. He is talking about revilers, those that curse or slander someone 

and verbally treat others with contempt.  

These last three (proud, arrogant, abusive) include the idea of viewing ourselves better 

than others. This is a form of dishonor to God who created all people in his likeness.  

When Paul talks about those that are disobedient to their parents, he is referring to those 

who have elevated themselves in their own eyes to the point that they even think they are 

smarter, better, kinder than their parents and ultimately kinder than God. This describes a 

kind of disregard for authority that starts in the home and then seeps into society. It’s not 

alluding to merely rejecting parental rules, but also refers to adult children who reject the 

counsel of their parents.  

Those that are ungrateful are those who easily forget or are ignorant to what has been 

done for them and given to them. This is the story of the Garden continued; it’s not about 

what has been done and given but about what you can’t have. This could also be a failure 

to appreciate and receive the gift of God — Jesus. It refers to those with an unthankful 

attitude and a spirit of entitlement.  

Those that are unholy are those who have not been set apart by God for his holy 

purposes. The unholy person doesn’t simply reject the laws of God; he or she refuses even 

to abide by rules of common decency.   2

Those that are heartless are those who care for no one but themselves. It really means 

those without natural affections for family.  

Those that are unappeasable are those who are never placated, pacified, or satisfied. They 

are truce breakers or those who refuse to enter into a treaty or truce. They cannot admit 

wrong doing, refuse to forgive offenses, and remain at odds with everyone.  

Those that are slanderous are those who defame and dishonor others. They seduce 

people into sin and create a rift in relationships. 

   see Ephesians 2:10 & Colossians 1:222



Those without self-control are those who do not restrain themselves or have constraints in 

some or all areas of life. Those without self-control cannot remain ethically upright — for 

morality requires a denial of self.  

Those who are brutal are those that treat others with a lack compassion and empathy. 

They can be savage and merciless which is the opposite of gentle or tame.  

Those who are not loving good are those who are either impartial to good or who embrace 

evil. 

Those who are treacherous are those who use betrayal or deception to get what they want.  

Those who are reckless are those who act without thinking or caring about their actions or 

consequences. They are headstrong in the pursuit of a bad end and under the influence of 

passion. This usually means somene who opens his lips and speaks hastily or without 

thinking first. This person is rash, headstrong, easily provoked and therefore susceptible 

to harming others without thinking.  

Those swollen with conceit are those who are so puffed up with themselves that they are 

their own sole focus. This refers to pride and someone whose lofty view of him/herself 

towers above everything else and someone deluded by his/her own sense of importance.  

Those who are lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God are those who seek their 

acceptance, significance, security, and enjoyment in creation rather than the Creator. They 

embrace a more hedonistic lifestyle — elevating the desires of the moment above all else, 

even God. This is another expression of self-love.  

And those having the appearance of godliness but denying its power are the “religious” folks 

who look clean on the outside but are dirty on the inside. Those who have not received 

the Holy Spirit, who have not been justified, have not and are not being sanctified, and will 

not be glorified. They may pretend to be godly in order to justify their own selfish desires 

and reject the true power of godliness.  

When we look at this list, do we see any of these characteristics in ourselves? Maybe not 

at all times, but maybe hints of them at times?  

We all have a sinful nature and our great struggle will always be to love God and others 

more than ourselves.  



However, with the power of the Holy Spirit we can deny these sinful characteristics in 

ourselves, and even put them to death. The true key is to be aware of them and to not 

entertain them in our minds.  

Part Two 

2 Timothy 3:7-9 

“Avoid such people.”  

Paul tells Timothy to stay away from them. This sounds odd for a pastor to not associate 

with the lost, but that’s not what Paul is saying. These people are wolves among the 

sheep; their desire is to cause harm. Avoid them.  

What are some of the differences between Timothy and us in this situation? And what are 

some of the similarities?  

Timothy is a pastor; we are not. Timothy is responsible for his church and the people; we 

are not. But we are responsible for those that God has put in our lives. We need to be 

wary of those impersonating Christians who are really out to cause great harm to them.  

2 Timothy 3:7-9 

“These are people who are always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge 

of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose 

the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. But they will 

not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men.”  

Paul describes these people as those who are always learning and never able to arrive at 

the truth. This means that their mind and immorality are their greatest enemy.  If you’ve 3

never arrived at the truth then you don’t know Jesus; He is the way, the truth and the life.  

These are people who oppose the truth which means that they are actively resisting the 

grace of God and those who proclaim it. Such opposition will not prevail, but it may seem 

to be winning for a time.  

   see John 3:19-213



These are also people who are corrupted in mind which means that they have bought into 

the lies of the enemy and succumb unknowingly to sin, society and Satan. Clearly if they 

haven’t come to a knowledge of the truth and are actively opposing truth then their minds 

have been corrupted.  

These are people who are considered disqualified regarding the faith which means that 

they are those who have rejected Jesus and will not be permitted into the Kingdom of God 

— apart from godly repentance and becoming a true follower of Jesus. Their life, words, 

actions, will eventually find them out and prove their disqualification.  

They will not get far, their folly will be plain to all. To all who have eyes to see and ears to 

hear, who have wisdom and discernment (which is what Paul started with). 


