
STUDY 5: GRACE AND GLORY 
1 Peter 5 

Theme verse:  

And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen, and establish you. To Him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. (1 Peter 5:10-11) 

1 Peter 5 

In this final section of Peter’s letter, we will deal with three great enemies:  
❖ The World  
❖ The Flesh  
❖ The Devil  

The apostle Peter starts this chapter with an exhortation based on what he wrote 
at the end of the last chapter. So it might help to review the way in which he 
ended the last section we covered.  
  

“For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it 
begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the 
gospel of God? And ‘If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become 
of the ungodly and the sinner?’” (1 Peter 4:17-18) 
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According to this passage, the judgment of God begins with the house of 
God. If judgment starts with the house of God, that house had better be in 
order. This judgment happened first with Jesus cleansing the temple. John 
writes: 

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In 
the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, 
and the money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, he 
drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he 
poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 
And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do 
not make my Father's house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered 
that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  
(John 2:13-17)  

In order for the house to stand, it has to be built on the right foundation. 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it.” (Matthew 7:24-27) 

If the house is to be in order, it must have proper leadership. When the fiery 
trial comes, the people will look to the leadership.  
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Enemy #1: The World 

1 Peter 5:1-4: 

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be 
revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; 
not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your 
charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

Elder, bishop, and overseer all refer to the same office. Elder refers to age and 
maturity, bishop refers to the responsibility, and overseer is what it looks like. A 
pastor fills all of these, but also has others filling these roles as well. 

Table Discussion:  

How do we know what proper leadership isn't?   
How do we know what proper leadership is? 
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Poor Leadership: 

1. They are trying to build their flock and not tend God’s. Too many 
churches/pastors are trying to grow “their” church, counting “their” 
members, trying to take members from another church, and forget that they 
are to be shepherding the flock of God that He has given them.   

2. They are shepherding under compulsion. When a shepherd has no real love 
for the flock, they become lazy and therefore things are done under 
compulsion. 

A quote from Warren Wiersbe: 

❖ “When a man has a pastor’s heart, he loves the sheep and serves them because 
he wants to, not because he has to.” 

3. They are in it for unjust and shameful gain. Too many pastors are fleecing 
the flock and not shepherding it. 

Proper Leadership: 

I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as 
the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 
the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my 
Father. (John 10:14-18) 
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So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the 
chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came 
forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” They answered him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed 
him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they 
drew back and fell to the ground. So he asked them again, “Whom do 
you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told 
you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” (John 18:3-8) 

1. A true leader confronts the trouble, doesn't flee, and gives His life.  
2. A true leader leads from the front rather than pushing from the back. 
3. A true leader puts what’s best for the group before him/herself. 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He 
said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, 
“Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 
sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress 
yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where 
you do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he 
was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow 
me.” (John 21:15-19) 
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Table Discussion:  

What is the motivation of our service? What does it mean to "feed and tend?" 

A. Our service comes from love. "Do you love me?" Do we truly love the Lord? 
Can we rightfully say we mean it when we say, "Lord?"  

B. Our love gives us service/responsibility. "Feed my lambs, tend my sheep, feed 
my sheep."  

Some quotes from Warren Wiersbe: 

❖ “Jewish shepherds tended their sheep, not for the meat (which would have 
been costly) but for the wool, milk, and lambs. God’s people should be useful 
to Him and certainly ought to “reproduce” themselves by bringing others to 
Christ. Sheep were used for the sacrifices, and we ought to be “living 
sacrifices,” doing the will of God (Rom. 12:1–2).” 

❖ “A faithful shepherd not only protected his flock, but he also led them from 
pasture to pasture so that they might be adequately fed. The shepherd always 
went before the flock and searched out the land so that there would be 
nothing there to harm his flock. He would check for snakes, pits, poisonous 
plants, and dangerous animals.” 

C. Our responsibilities take us where He wants and sometimes not where we 
want. We signed up for a life of obedience and transformation, and at the 
same time, we signed over any claim to anything here on earth (our 
marriage, kids, careers, money, etc.). It is all His now. 
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Our service brings rewards when done because of love and with humility and 
with a desire to please Christ alone. 
  
Some quotes from Warren Wiersbe: 

❖ “Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd who died for the sheep (John 10:11), the 
Great Shepherd who lives for the sheep (Heb. 13:20–21), and the Chief 
Shepherd who comes for the sheep (1 Peter 5:4). As the Chief Shepherd, He 
alone can assess a man’s ministry and give him the proper reward. Some who 
appear to be first, may end up last when the Lord examines each man’s 
ministry.” 

❖ “There were several kinds of ‘crowns’ in those days. The one Peter mentioned 
was the athlete’s crown, usually a garland of leaves or flowers that would 
quickly fade away. The faithful pastor’s crown is a crown of glory, a perfect 
reward for an inheritance that will never fade away” 

We lead by serving, and we serve by suffering at times. This was the path of 
Jesus and the only way that truly glorifies Him.  

A quote from Warren W. Wiersbe:  

❖ “The only reward we ought to strive for is the ‘Well done!’ of the Savior and 
the unfading crown of glory that goes with it. What a joy it will be to place 
the crown at His feet (Revelation 4:10) and acknowledge that all we did was 
because of His grace and power (1 Corinthians 15:10; 1 Peter 4:11). We will 
have no desire for personal glory when we see Jesus Christ face-to-face.” 
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Enemy #2: The Flesh 

1 Peter 5:5-7 

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe 
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at 
the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, 
because he cares for you. 

Table discussion: 

Talk about the phrase, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
What does that mean and why is it so? 

1. Peter’s first instruction is to be subject to (or submit to) the leadership over 
us, but by nature, we tend to not want to submit.  

A quote from Warren W. Wiersbe: 

❖ “It takes grace to submit to another believer, but God can give that grace if we 
humble ourselves before Him.” 

Humility isn't thinking lowly of ourselves; it's thinking properly of ourselves. 
Humility isn’t thinking of ourselves less; it's not thinking of ourselves at all. 
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2. Peter’s second instruction is to clothe ourselves with humility. Peter uses the 
phrase "clothed with humility,” and it immediately reminds us of Jesus 
wearing a towel and washing feet.  

A quote from Warren W. Wiersbe 

❖ “God resists the proud because God hates the sin of pride (Proverbs 6:16–17; 
8:13). It was pride that turned Lucifer into Satan (Isaiah. 14:12–15). It was 
pride—a desire to be like God—that stirred Eve to take the forbidden fruit. 
“The pride of life” is an evidence of worldliness (1 John 2:16). The only 
antidote to pride is the grace of God, and we receive that grace when we yield 
ourselves to Him. The evidence of that grace is that we yield to one another.” 

If we are submitted to the Lord and trusting in His plans, we can then submit to 
others “under the mighty hand of God.”  

A quote from Warren W. Wiersbe 

❖ “Submission is an act of faith. We are trusting God to direct in our lives and 
to work out His purposes in His time. After all, there is a danger in 
submitting to others; they might take advantage of us — but not if we trust 
God and if we are submitted to one another!” 

Peter encourages us to remain humble and “at the proper time God may exalt 
you.” First, we may have to endure ‘the cross’ and then we might gain ‘the 
crown’. We may experience the suffering and then experience the glory. The 
immature and impatient prideful person wants to speed up the process. He 
typically wants the crown and glory without the suffering.  
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3. Peter’s third instruction is to "cast your cares or anxieties" on Him. 

A quote from Warren W. Wiersbe 

❖ “The word translated ‘care’ means ‘anxiety, the state of being pulled apart.’ 
When circumstances are difficult, it is easy for us to be anxious and worried, 
but if we are, we will miss God’s blessing and become poor witnesses to the 
lost. We need His inward peace if we are going to triumph in the fiery trial 
and bring glory to His name.” 

How does God show His care for us? 

A quote from Warren W. Wiersbe 

❖ “He performs four wonderful ministries on our behalf: (1) He gives us the 
courage to face our cares honestly and not run away (Isaiah. 41:10); (2) He 
gives us the wisdom to understand the situation (James 1:5); (3) He gives us 
the strength to do what we must do (Philippians 4:13); and (4) He gives us 
the faith to trust Him to do the rest (Psalm 37:5).” 
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Enemy #3: The Devil 

1 Peter 5:8-14: 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your 
faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by 
your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a 
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To 
him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written briefly to 
you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand 
firm in it. She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you 
greetings, and so does Mark, my son. Greet one another with the kiss of 
love. 

Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

Table Discussion: 

What are your views on the devil? Do you believe you properly recognize him for 
who he is and what he’s trying to do? 
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Let's understand our enemy from scripture. 

1. He is a deceiver. “But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his 
cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion 
to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 11:3) Jesus also referred to him as the father of 
lies in John 8:44. 

2. He is a devourer. Peter refers to him in this way in v. 8. In John 10:10, Jesus 
says the devil has come to steal, kill, and destroy. And in John 8:44, Jesus 
calls him a murderer.  

3. He is a slanderer and an accuser. That's what devil means. “And I heard a 
loud voice in heaven saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the 
accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and 
night before our God.” (Revelation 12:10)  

4. He is a tempter. “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 
hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.’” (Matthew 4:1-3)  

5. He is an adversary. That's what Satan means, and that's how Peter also refers 
to him above in v. 8.  

The enemy’s tactics: 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that 
the LORD God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any 
tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of 
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the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you 
touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not 
surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 
3:1-5) 

1. Causes mistrust. "Did God actually say,"  
2. Lies and distortions of truth. "You will not surely die," 
3. Tries to make us think God isn't good and that He's holding out on us. 

"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God.” 

His targets: 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 
who was with her, and he ate. (Genesis 3:6) 

1. Lust of the flesh. "So the woman saw that the tree was good for food," 
2. Lust of the eyes. "and that it was a delight to the eyes,"  
3. Pride of life. "and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise..." 

Our response to him should be: 

1. Respect him. He is powerful and wise, but our God is more.  
2. Recognize him. He is a deceiver, and he masquerades. He’s an imitator.  
3. Resist him. It doesn't say flee. We are to flee from temptation, but resist the 

enemy. (James 4:7) 
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Table discussion: 

What does the phrase mean to "resist him (the devil), firm in your faith?" 

1. Stand firm on who we are. Children of God, forgiven, righteous, accepted, 
significant, secure, guaranteed our inheritance, etc.  

2. Stand firm on who He is. Loving Father, merciful God, full of grace and 
truth, who cares for us, etc. 

3. Stand firm on what He has done. Sent His Son Jesus to die for us as a 
display of love for us, bought us back, made us holy and righteous, etc.  

4. Stand firm on what He has said. I will never leave you nor forsake you, I go 
and prepare a place for you and will come back to get you, nobody can 
snatch you from My hand, etc. And we must not forget v. 7, casting all our 
anxieties on Him because we KNOW He cares for us. This is dependent 
trust, knowing we are special to Him, not abandoned, but trusting all He is 
doing, even when we don't understand. 

5. Stand firm with the whole armor of God. 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on 
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over 
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand 
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on 
the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up 
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the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of 
the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, 
making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may 
be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of 
the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it 
boldly, as I ought to speak.” (Ephesians 6:10-20) 

We resist and this will bring suffering, but God’s Word promises,  

“And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.” (1 Peter 5:7-8) 

He promises to: 

1. Restore, to make like new again, in heaven better than new.  
2. Confirm, to set and establish so we don't waver, firm in faith and trust. 
3. Strengthen, Gods strength to endure suffering, resist the enemy.  
4. Establish, to lay a foundation, as in the house built on the rock.  

A quote from Warren W. Wiersbe 

❖ “God builds character and brightens hope when a believer trusts Him and 
depends on His grace. The result is that God receives the glory forever and 
ever.”
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